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The City of Battle Lake Public Works Department will 

be flushing hydrants the week of October 7th - 11th. Doing 

laundry during these designated times is not recommended. 

When flushing is underway within a two-to-three block area of 

your home, it is common to experience discoloration and 

sedimentation in your water supply.  

If this occurs, turn on an outside tap and let the water run for a few minutes 

until it clears. We apologize for any inconvenience this work may cause; 

however, it is a necessary component of our water distribution system’s 

maintenance. Thank you for your cooperation. Trevor Meece, Public Works 

Director City of Battle Lake  

The Energy Assistance program  pays 

towards heat, electricity , and  past due water 

costs. Energy Assistance is free for all eligible 

households.  Listed are the income guidelines for 

the FFY25 program year, which is October 1, 

2024 through September 30, 2025.  

To request an application call  Mahube-Otwa at:  

218-739-3011 Fergus Falls  or Toll Free at 1-888-

458-1385  or visit their website at: mahube.org 

Energy Assistance is administered in Mahnomen, Hubbard, Becker, Otter Tail and 

Wadena Counties by Mahube-Otwa Community Action Partnership, Inc., PO Box 

747, Detroit Lakes, MN 56502.  Mahube-Otwa offices are located in Detroit Lakes, 

Fergus Falls, Mahnomen, Park Rapids, and Wadena.   

 

§ 72.07 SPECIAL PARKING PROHIBITION FOR 
SNOW REMOVAL.(A) Definitions. For the purpose of 
this section, the following definitions apply unless the 
context clearly indicates or requires a different meaning. 

SNOW REMOVAL PERIOD. The time from November 1 to March 31 of next 
year following. 

STREETS WITH A CURB. Include the area from curb to curb. 

STREETS WITHOUT A CURB. Shall be stopped or parked parallel and (a 
minimum of three feet) to the right of the paving, improved, or main traveled 
part of the street; and it is unlawful to park in violation of this definition. 

(B) Parking prohibitions. It is unlawful for any person to park or leave 
standing a vehicle during the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. on all streets 
and avenues within the area identified as the city limits each year from 
November 1 to March 31 of the next year following. 



 

 

REMINDERS FROM OUR ORDINANCES:  
Mailbox ordinances: Ordinance 96.03 outlines the proper installation of mailboxes within the right of way.  
Property owners are required to obtain a right of way permit and contact Gopher State One Call System prior 
to installation. All mailboxes shall comply with the regulations set forth by the United States Postal Service 
and the City of Battle Lake. 

Snowplow damage: The city will not be responsible for damages to mailboxes placed in the right-of-way 
in violation of this chapter, nor will the city be responsible for damages only from flying snow. See Ordinance 
§ 96.04 for the full mailbox ordinance. 

Sign ordinance:  No sign or sign structure shall be placed on or protrude over the public right-of-way 
except wall (maximum protrusion 18 inches), canopy, awning, or marquee. No sign shall be placed within any 
drainage or utility easement or within the public right-of-way except by the issuance of a conditional use 
permit from the city and shall be located a minimum of eight feet above surface grade.  See § 150.35 Sign 
ordinance for the full ordinance. For the full ordinances please go to the city website at battlelakemn.org and 
click on the Ordinance link. 

 

 

 

The General Election is scheduled for Tuesday, 

November 5, 2024. Federal, State, County, 

School Board, and City Offices will be filled at 

that time.  

 Are You Registered To Vote?  Register in advance by 

October 15 to save time on Election Day. It’s quick and easy! 

You can register online at www.sos.state.mn.us.  

To vote absentee for the 2024 General Election, you must 

complete an absentee ballot application. These can be 

requested by calling 218-998-8030 or through the county 

website at https://ottertailcounty.gov/elections-and-voting/               

You may return your application by mail, in person, fax, 218-

998-8042 or email your applications to 

voter@ottertailcounty.gov. After the County receives your 

absentee ballot application, your absentee ballot will be 

mailed to you.  

Vote absentee in person (Early voting)  You can also vote 

absentee in person at the following location beginning 

September 20: Otter Tail County Auditor/Treasurer Office 

Government Services Center 510 W Fir Ave Fergus Falls, MN 

56537 If you have any questions regarding elections, please 

contact City Hall at 218-864-0424 

CITY HALL WILL BE CLOSED: 

November 11, 2024 Veteran’s Day 

November 28-29, 2024 Thanksgiving 

December 24-25, 2024 Christmas 

January 1, 2025  New Years Day 

January 20, 2025  MLK Day 

February 17, 2025  Presidents’ Day 

natural gas 



 

 

Park Bench Donation Program 

Make it last…Whether you are remembering a loved one, honoring an important 
person or group, or just wanting to help beautify your town, donating a park bench is 
a tasteful way to make a lifetime investment in the City of Battle Lake.  

Park Benches For a $1,500 donation, a basic bench design will be installed with  
an engraving of your choice. These benches are 6 feet long and made of recycled 
plastic. 

Donation Information If you are interested in donating a bench to a City of Battle 
Lake Park or trail, please contact City Hall or fill out the required donation form found 
on the city website at www.battlelakemn.org  

IMPORTANT REMINDERS FROM THE PUBLC WORKS DEPARTMENT: 

Fall is a great time to detach your garden hoses for storage over the winter. Even if you have a 

“frost free” spigot, you will need to remove the hose before winter to reduce the risk of freezing and 

bursting your home’s pipes. 

As we enter the winter season it is important to keep the snow clear from your gas meter regulator 

vent.  Ensure a clear path to the gas meter for meter reading and emergency personnel.  

Winter in Minnesota can bring challenges to homeowners and their plumbing systems. One issue 

that is often overlooked but can cause significant problems is a frozen plumbing vent or stack.  

These blocked vents can impact functionality and lead to potentially expensive repairs. Inspect your 

vents regularly to prevent blockages.  

Seconds count in an emergency! If there is a fire hydrant on your property please clear an area of at 

least 3 feet around the hydrant after each snowfall. This will help firefighters to hook up to the water 

supply quickly.  

 

COLD WEATHER RULE INFORMATION  - During the period from October 1 through April 30, a 

utility cannot disconnect a residential utility customer for nonpayment if the disconnection would affect their 

primary heat source for the residential unit and all the following conditions are met:  

The household income of the customer is at or below 50 percent of the state median household income.  A 

municipal utility may verify income on forms it provides or obtain verification or income from the local energy 

assistance provider.  A customer is deemed to meet the income requirements of this clause  if the customer 

receives any form of public assistance, including energy assistance, that uses an income eligibility threshold 

set at or below 50 percent of the state median household income. 

A customer enters into and makes reasonably timely payments under a plan agreement that considers the 

financial resources of the household. A customer receives referrals to energy assistance, weatherization, 

conservation, and other programs likely to reduce the customer’s energy bills.    

This notice is to tell you about your rights and responsibilities under the Cold Weather Rule.  These rights and 

responsibilities are designed to help you with winter utility bills.  You must act promptly!  If you choose not to 

assert your rights or choose not to enter into mutually acceptable payment schedule your service may be 

disconnected.   

If you need help paying your natural gas bills, you may qualify for state or federal fuel assistance.  

Weatherization or conservation programs to reduce your energy bills may also be available.  To find out if you 

qualify and how to apply, contact the following : MAHUBE-OTWA Community Action Partnership, Inc.,  

128 W. Cavour Avenue— Fergus Falls, MN 56537—Phone 218-739-3011 or 1-888-458-1385 

 

http://www.battlelakemn.org


 

The Camper Dump 

is available for use 

year ‘round at 610 

Holdt Street West 

for a fee of $10 per 

use. 

 

 

HOW IT WORKS 

Sign up for Smart911 and create a secure Safety Profile for your 
household 

If you ever call 9-1-1, the call-taker can see the emergency information 
you want them to see. 

Emergency responders can then use this key information to help you 
faster and more efficiently. 

Register Today! ottertailcounty.gov/smart911 

Emergency Management 218-998-8067 

CREATE YOUR “SAFETY Profile” & help spread the word. 

**Smart911 will also be used for important notices from the City of 
Battle Lake. 

Receive important updates from the City of Battle Lake by providing your email and phone number. 
Email your information to adminassistant@battlelakemn.org  

Battle Lake Natural Gas—Private Line Notice Battle Lake Natural Gas maintains the natural gas service lines 

up to and including each meter. Battle Lake Natural Gas does not maintain the customer’s PRIVATE natural gas lines. 

Private lines include service lines that branch off the main meter to garages, guest houses, and other customer owned 

structures. For customer safety, it is very important that private lines be maintained properly.  A natural gas service line 

that is not properly maintained may be subject to potential hazards from corrosion and leakage.  

Private metallic natural gas service lines should be inspected periodically for leaks and corrosion.  Any unsafe conditions 

should be repaired immediately.  Service lines should be located in advance if excavating near the customer’s buried 

natural gas service line.  To avoid accidental nicking or puncturing of the lines all excavating near these lines must be 

done by hand! Local plumbing and heating contractors may be able to assist you in locating, inspecting, and if necessary 

repairing your service line. If Battle Lake Natural Gas discovers a problem with the customer’s private service line, the 

flow of gas will be shut off and the customer will be advised of the needed repair. 

Lincoln Apartments—The City of Battle Lake was recently awarded a grant from Minnesota Housing for a 
new apartment complex in Battle Lake. The 10-unit, 3-story apartment complex will be built at the corner of Lin-
coln and Summit at the former location of the Open Door Youth Center. This has been a joint project between 
the City of Battle Lake and the Otter Tail  County Community Development Agency. The grant helps keep the 
construction cost down, and in turn, the developer keeps the rent at an “affordable” rate.   

You’ll see construction starting this fall with more information in the near future.     


