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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – September 10, 2024   
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
September 10, 2024, with Council members Majorie Quammen, Julia Everts-DeMars, and Ryan 
Christensen present. Attending virtually due to medical issues was Council member Don Maslow.  
Also, present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; 
Chief of Police, Eric Dison; and JJ Cline, City Attorney, attending virtually. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. DeMars made a motion to approve the agenda.  Quammen 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, 
Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 

 
Jade Berube, City Engineer Report:  
 

• Lead Service Line Inventory: 
o The final submittal for the City’s Lead Service Line Inventory was completed in late 

August.  The following is a breakdown of the service inventory which can be 
classified as lead:  

 

• Service Material 
Type 

• Public Side 
(Street) 

• Private Side (to 
home) 

• Lead • 0 • 5 

• Galvanized • 0 • 17 

 
o Verification of the services will occur over the winter with an application to replace the 

private services through the Public Facilities Authority due by March of 2025 with a 
Fall 2025/Spring 2026 Construction Schedule. 

 

• Street & Drainage CIP: 
o The design survey for the Street and Drainage Capital Improvement Plan 

improvements is scheduled for this month.  Based on a conversation with pavers and 
concrete crews, the anticipation is to allow for bidding in the January/February 
timeframe to allow for an early spring construction schedule.   

o A cost-sharing agreement will be required with the Otter Tail County Highway 
Department will be needed for the concrete curb and gutter construction on East 
Henning Street prior to final plan completion. 

 

• Water Supply Planning: 
o On September 5th, Trevor and I met with Minnesota Rural Water and six members of 

the Minnesota Department of Health to discuss alternatives for water supply system 
improvements.  Following the meeting, we have begun reviewing the alternatives 
discussed for pilot testing alternative locations for well construction or other system 
improvements.  The discussion was the first step to determining the scope of the 
application for a planning grant through the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency that 
is due at the end of the month. 

 
o Planning is anticipated to include a variety of options, including the following: 

▪ Testing of existing private wells outside the city limits: 

• Near the City’s Airport 

• Near Glendalough State Park 

• South of Highway 210 
▪ Near South Silver Lake and Glen Haven Drive 

• Treatment Alternatives and Costs 

• Test Well Drilling Alternatives  
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• South Battle Lake Trail and Stormwater Handling: 
o With the Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources; Environmental 

and Natural Resources Trust Fund (LCCMR) funding for the Bog Walk as part of the 
South Battle Lake Trail and Stormwater Handling approved, additional funding 
opportunities for the remaining portions of the trail are being reviewed.   

•  
o Both Val and I have recently sat through webinars for the Active Transportation 

Infrastructure Grant program which is a federal grant program administered through 
the Minnesota Department of Transportation.  Applications for the program would be 
due this fall and financed for either 2025 or 2026 construction.  With the federal 
requirements, additional soft costs would be required to complete the project, 
however, the grant would fund the entirety of the construction-related costs for the 
trail improvements.  Below is an example of how the funding would differ from the 
previous applications that covered 75% of all project costs. 

 

• Funding Program • Eligible Costs • Local Costs 

• DNR Trails 
Program 

• $208,875 • $69,625 

• Active 
Transportation 

• $220,000 • $80,000 

 

• Due to the change in funding and additional costs, discussion is warranted to determine the 
application process and interest due to the change in financing prior to proceeding with the 
application. 

 
Quammen made a motion to approve the submittal of the letter of intent for the Active 
Transportation application for the South Trail Loop project.  Bullard seconded. With a roll call 
vote, those voting yes include Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Quammen seconded. With a roll 
call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Special Event – Tastes, Toasts and Traditions Sept. 28th @ Stubs  
 

Department Head Report 
 
Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz 

 

 
 
 

Freyholtz received bids for the sign replacement which he thought was quite high.  At this point, he will 
just have the pole painted for $1,700 and not replace the sign.   

Month – August 

Sales 341,789 + 24,281 + 7.6% 

Transactions 8,784 + 468 + 5.6% 

Average Sale $38.91 + 0.73  

Gross Profit 31.15%   

Year 

Sales 1,811,663 + 44,416 + 2.5% 

Transactions 48,122 +1,309 + 2.7% 
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Public Works Report – Trevor Meece 

• Met with Jade, MDH, and MRWA to figure out the next steps into where a new well should be placed.  

• We failed a Total Coliform Bacteria sample. We have started to chlorinate. As soon as we have 

chlorinated the whole system, we will test again and if negative, we can stop chlorinating. 

• MDH recommends doing a low dose of chlorine permanently, so we don’t have more tests come back 

positive in the future. 

• We believe the problem was that the hatch on the top of the tower was ajar a couple of inches. With 

the help of Mitch Koepp, we were able to get it closed and locked.  

• We had two more benches donated. They will be placed this fall. 

• Airport committee meeting. Talked about making it public again. I reached out to MNDOT 

Aeronautics, and he told me that it isn’t easy nor cheap to put back to the public.  

• We will be receiving the insurance check for the City Hall roof in a week or two.  

• 5 more gas services were installed in August. 

 

Administration Report – Val Martin 
 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) August 20, 2024 

• Empowered worker program – helps people who have difficulty getting a job get back into the 
workforce.   

• Business development committee – will be holding a lender event soon. 

• On the map progress – the best year in social media.  They are holding a marketing summit on 
September 25th. 

• The housing rebate program ends in 2024 but if Cities want to continue, the County will also 
participate with them. 

 
Other Activities to note: 
 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Staff continue to watch and keep the art alley kiosks full.   
o Facebook business flyers are prepared and posted weekly.   
o DEED Grant reports – some changes made. 
o Prep for upcoming breakfast and brainstorming session 

 

• Planning and Zoning:  
o Met with school staff and architects 
o Site visits/write permits 

 

• General Fund Budget. 

• Continued research – cannabis/THC 

• County meeting regarding opioid settlement and cannabis 

• Primary election 

• Pickleball – site visit with County/Soil and Water/emails/research, etc. 

• Met with regional development commission members at the CAC 

• Sand Bay Beach – request abstract, etc. 

• First ½ TIF and abatement payments 

• Wellhead protection items 

• Prepare delinquent letters for certification 

• Regional meeting training 
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• Coffman property is starting to clutter again. 
The property owner contacted. 

• Problem Property @ 402 Olaf Ave S – OTC and 
PD did site visit on rat infestation. Ongoing. 

• Prepping for SCAM presentation @ Good Sam 
and 1st Lutheran on 9/12. 

• Gathering of Planes had crash – 0 injuries and 
good turnout. 
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Economic Development:  Minutes/financials 
 
BLAFRA – minutes  
 
Lakes Area Community Center (LACC) Minutes 
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate:  October 2023 Rate:  $1.05; November 2023 Rate:  $1.02; December 2023 
Rate $1.19; January 2024 Rate $1.18; February 2024 Rate: $1.24; March 2024 Rate: $1.22; 
April Rate:  $1.19; May Rate: $.96 June Rate: $.93; July Rate: $.90; August Rate:  $.92; 
September 2024 Rate: $.91 
 
DeMars made a motion to approve the continuation of Health Insurance/HSA benefits to 
remain the same and provided through Lakes Country Service Coop (9.9% increase).  
Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, DeMars, 
Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-09-10A Approving the General Fund 
Budget and Levy for 2025.  Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes 
include Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
The council members reviewed and discussed some possible changes regarding the use of e-
bikes and electric scooters on the trail.  They discussed speed limits, especially along Lake 
Shore Drive.  There have been a few complaints about the speed of the bikes and concerns 
about the safety of residents along that portion of the trail.  The council felt 15 mph along Lake 
Shore and 20 mph on other parts of the trail would be sufficient.  Dison talked about a device 
that is similar to a radar device but can also be used for bicycles that might make sense for the 
Police Department to get for several reasons.     
   
New Business 
A letter was received from MnDOT informing the City that the Limited Use Permit for the 
Highway 78 sidewalks will be expiring in 2026 and if the city would like to make any changes 
then we should start working on it.  There needs to be some clarification on what the letter 
means.  Berube will reach out to MnDOT.   
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-09-10B LCCMR Project. DeMars 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, 
Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
DeMars motioned to approve Resolution 2024-09-10C Certification of Delinquent Utilities to 
Property Taxes with a change to the date that interest starts accruing – the date should state 
October 1, 2024.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include 
Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Martin notified the council that the County’s housing rebate program ends 12/31/24 and they will 
not extend it.  If the City is interested in a continuation, they will partner with any City that wants to 
continue.  The council agreed that we would discontinue the program but may consider starting 
up again in a few years if it makes sense.   

 
NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE: 

• Wellhead Protection Public Information Meeting – September 24th – 1:00 p.m.  
• Council Meeting – October 8, 2024 
• Derek Tysdal has retained an attorney in regard to his concerns related to the possibility of 

pickleball courts being installed in Lions Parks.  Council members and staff are directed to not 
speak with Tysdal directly about these issues and to direct all discussions to the attorneys.   

 
Adjourn 7:58 p.m.         __________________________________ Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
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