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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – October 8, 2024   
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 
8, 2024, with Council members Majorie Quammen, and Ryan Christensen present. Council 
member Don Maslow attended virtually due to medical issues.  Absent was Julia Everts-DeMars.   
Also, present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; 
Chief of Police, Eric Dison; and JJ Cline, City Attorney, attending virtually. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Quammen made a motion to approve the agenda.  
Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, 
Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Hearing – Small Cities Development Program 
Mayor Bullard called the hearing to order.  Amy Baldwin from Otter Tail County presented the 
information on the program that the OTC HRA managed.  10 owner-occupied home projects were 
completed along with two commercial projects.  Maslow made a motion to approve the close-out 
of the SCDP.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Hearing - Variance 
Pursuant to City Code #152.092 of the City of Battle Lake,  IND School District 542 is requesting a 
variance on West Summit.  The setback requirement is 30 feet, and the current building 
(auditorium) is set 13 feet back on grade.  The proposed new addition will be 15 feet back.   

 
Mr. Pete Amundson was in attendance to explain the request.    The school addition 
includes a new, secure entrance that will extend out from the current entrance but will not 
come out as far as the auditorium.   During school hours people will have to go through the 
office to get into the building with the new entrance.  They have been working closely with 
the City engineer on stormwater management. 
 
No correspondence has been received. 
 
Council reviewed the variance findings of fact recommended by the Planning Commission.   
 
Mayor Bullard closed the hearing. 
 

Christensen made a motion to approve the variance based on the findings of fact and to direct the 
clerk to prepare a resolution with the findings of fact for the record.  Quammen seconded.  With a 
roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 

 
 

Findings of Fact – Variance Request 

  
1. Is it reasonable? The property in question cannot be put to a reasonable use if used under 
conditions allowed by the official controls (Variance requests should only be considered 
reasonable when no other alternatives exist, particularly if public water is impaired or at risk of 
being impaired. How substantial is the request related to the standard?) 
The request is reasonable - the new addition is not extending further than the current 
building, in fact, it is set back two feet. 
2. Unique Circumstances – The plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the 
property not created by the landowner. What distinguishes this property from other properties to 
justify deviation from the requirements when others must comply? 
Yes, they are limited with the existing structure.   This location makes the most sense. 

3. Essential Character – if granted, the variance will not alter the essential character of the 
City/locality.  (Does the size and location compare to structures in the vicinity?  If in shoreland 
management area, to what extent does the structure encroach into sensitive natural areas such 
as bluffs or shores?) 
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It's already a school.  An addition will enhance the safety and improve the look of the 
entrance. 

4. The deviation from the Ordinance with any attached conditions will still be in keeping with the 
spirit and intent of the Ordinance and the Comprehensive Plan?      
Yes.  It will enhance the safety and improve the stormwater management.  It will also be in 
harmony with the setback of the existing building 

5.  Will the variance request have an adverse impact on government services such as street 
usage, snow removal, stormwater runoff, emergency services, etc.?   
No adverse impact - they have been working closely with the City engineer to make sure 
streets and stormwater management will work within the City's guidelines 

6.  What portion of the variance request is based upon economic considerations?  (economic 
considerations alone DO NOT constitute “practical difficulties”) 
Reuse of the existing entrance is the best use of the space for the safe entrance saving 
taxpayer funds 

7.  Does existing sewer treatment need upgrading? 
The sewer line will be replaced all the way to the City’s main 

 
Christensen made a motion to approve the zoning application for the school addition and to waive 
the application fee.  Quammen seconded.  MCU  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include 
Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Visitors 
Marie Noplos-Wiebe from Otter Tail Lakes Tourism was in attendance to discuss the 2025 
membership for the City.  There is an option to go to the next membership level which would 
provide additional perks.  She reviewed the statistics for Otter Tail County as a whole and also 
provided Battle Lake information.  Bullard made a motion to approve spending $3000 for the 
membership and then asking the EDA to pay the balance of $2,000 for the upgraded membership.  
Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, 
Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Jay Paulson, High Pointe Homes and Amy Baldwin, Otter Tail CDA were in attendance to 
review the TIF agreement or the Lincoln project, a 10-unit apartment building that was just 
approved for a forgivable loan from Minnesota Housing.  The City is also providing a 0% interest 
loan for the project.  The project was approved by the City council last spring with no changes to 
the footprint.  Mr. Paulson will continue to work with our City engineer on stormwater plans.  
Maslow made a motion to approve the TIF Agreement as presented.  Quammen seconded.  With 
a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 

 
Jade Berube, City Engineer Report:  
 

• Lead Service Line Inventory: 
o Within the next month, notifications will be sent to all properties served by the City’s Water 

System.  The notification process is required per the Department of Health rules, notifying any 
property owner of the makeup of their water service with directions on using the water running 
through lead or galvanized services.  
 

o In addition to the notification to lead and galvanized services (22), notifications will be sent to 
the 58 properties within the City that have a portion of their line labeled as “unknown”.  The 
State is hopeful that the notification to unknown properties will allow more property owners to 
report the material of their service. 

 

• Water Supply Planning: 
o Over the course of the past month, we have met with the Minnesota Department of Health and 

a local well driller to discuss future water improvements in and around the city.  Following the 
meetings, a grant application was submitted to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to 
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outline planning and design steps to replace the contaminated well.  If the grant application is 
awarded, planning will proceed to determine how to replace the well and improve the water 
supply system in the city. 

 

• Trail Funding Alternatives: 
 

o With future grant applications in the works, additional areas have been included in the master 
trail layout to assist with scoring of the grant applications.  Two extensions have been included 
in the layout to connect the various trail expansions to allow for connections to other pedestrian 
facilities in town.   
 

o The estimated costs for the connection from County 83 to Henning Street would include a walk 
along the east side of South Lincoln Avenue to connect the south trail to the sidewalk along 
Hatchery Row.   

 
o Estimated costs have been prepared for a Lion’s Park Loop Trail with the intent of connecting 

to the road east of South Silver Lake Road.  The trail would include a combination of a paved 
path and a bog walk to cross the low area of the park and connect through the park to the other 
trail systems within the City.   

 
Quammen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Christensen seconded. With a roll call vote, 
those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Quarterly Financial Reports  

• Quarterly Zoning Reports  

• Bingo Permit for LACC at Stella’s Restaurant  

• Special Event Permit – St. Croix Valley Spaniel Club Water Trials – October 11, 2024  
 

Department Head Report 
 
Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz 
 

 

 

 
Public Works Report – Trevor Meece 
 

• Met with Jade, and a local well driller on where a good spot is for a new well.  

• Wellhead protection scoping meeting. 

Month – September 

Sales 185,858 - 36,847 - 16.5% 

Transactions 5,301 - 823 - 13.4% 

Average Sale $35.06 - 1.31  

Gross Profit 31.08%   

 

  -  -  

  -  -  

  -   

    

Year 

Sales 1,997,521 + 7,568 + 0.3% 

Transactions 53,423 + 486 + 0.1% 
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• Still working with MDH on the failed bacteria sample from August. We are getting closer to the 
target of zero. 

• One more bench has been donated. Installed two benches. 

• Working with Jade and MN Pump Works on the final details of the generators. 

• AllStar Construction is planning on completing the City Hall Roof this fall. 

• 3 more gas services were installed in the month of September. 

• Old Settler’s Park at Sand Bay 
o Tore out old playground. 
o Removed the sand. 
o Took delivery of the new playground. 
o Cut down some of the leaning ash trees. 
o Placed boulders between beach and neighbors to the east. 

• Stub’s Fire 
o Used approximately 250,000 gallons of water 
o Made sure wells were running, gas was disconnected, and provided barricades to block off 

parking lot when finished. 

• Finished irrigating out of the ponds for the year. We pumped 23 million gallons of wastewater on 
the field this year. 

• Hydrant flushing is scheduled for the week of October 7th-11th. 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-10-08A Winter Maintenance Agreement with 
OTC.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, 
and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Meece presented an overview of the Wellhead Protection Plan Update.   

 
Administration Report – Val Martin 
 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) September 17, 2024 

• Childcare – Continued monthly meetings with partners, two part-time workers continue to support new and 
existing daycare facilities.  There is a new emergency grant coming soon - $500 for home daycare and 
$1000 for facilities for facility improvements.  There is no match. 

• On the map reported again on social media.  18,480 total impressions.  Reviewed MinnPost story on Otter 
Tail County population increase.   

• New software will be purchased which will provide data on place tracking for events and other uses.   
 

Other Activities to note: 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Staff continue to watch and keep the art alley kiosks full.   
o Breakfast and Brainstorming. 

 
Planning and Zoning:  

o Met with school staff – variance – prep publication and mailing 
o Zoning applications written 

 

• Prepare and send levy paperwork. 

• Items related to LCCMR app 

• Laserfiche – continue to send out items 

• Prep info for pay study. 

• Attend a solar meeting. 

• Prepare PowerPoint – and did a presentation for Initiative Foundation lenders. 

• Wellhead protection scoping 2 meeting. 

• Paulson project – 10-unit apartment building. 

• Cannabis research 

• Work on changes to trail ordinance 

• Review transportation grant 
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Economic Development – Reviewed Minutes and Financials. 
 
BLAFRA – Reviewed minutes. 
 
Art Advisory Committee – Reviewed minutes. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate:  December 2023 Rate $1.19; January 2024 Rate $1.18; February 2024 
Rate: $1.24; March 2024 Rate: $1.22; April Rate:  $1.19; May Rate: $.96 June Rate: $.93; July 
Rate: $.90; August Rate:  $.92; September 2024 Rate: $.91; October 2024 Rate: $.89 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the amendment to Chapter 73 Recreational Vehicles/Trail 
Use. Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Council discussed options for cannabis licensing and whether it would be more beneficial to 
license ourselves or turn it over to the County.  More research will be done, along with an 
updated zoning map. 
   
New Business 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-10-08B Fund Transfer from the 
Liquor Store.  Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Donations of Benches in memory of Ken Worden and 
in honor of Jack and Betty Peterson.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes 
include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
A request was made from John Mess for a credit to his bill for his need to continuously run his 
water for three days after public works had flushed the water tower.  This happened over Labor 
Day weekend.  Martin said that a message was sent to the City’s Facebook page and she 
responded with a message to call and talk to public works if there is a continued issue.  Public 
Works was never contacted about the issue by Mess.  They do know there is a problem in that 
area and are working with the engineer on it.   Christensen made a motion to credit Mess $61.25 
for water and sewer use.  Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include 
Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve the Art of the Lakes applying for the Artists on Main Street 
program through West Central Initiative and Lake Region Arts Council.  The program provides 
technical training and financial support to learn how to effectively collaborate with their creative 
community.  Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 

 
NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE: 
• General Election – November 5, 2024 
• Council Meeting – November 12, 2024 

 
Adjourn 8:58 p.m.         __________________________________ Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


