City of Battle Lake Council Meeting — November 12, 2024

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, November 12,
2024, with Council members Majorie Quammen, Julia Everts-DeMars, and Ryan Christensen present.
Council member Don Maslow attended virtually due to medical issues. Also, present at City Hall were
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; Chief of Police, Eric Dison; and JJ
Cline, City Attorney. Derek Tysdal, newly elected council member for 2025 was also in attendance along
with several visitors, both in person and virtually.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Quammen made a motion to approve the agenda. Christensen
seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and
Bullard. MCU

Visitors

Pat Kava from the Pickleball Club joined virtually. A site plan was presented for the McKinley site
showing areas where trees needed to be moved, the road needed to be changed and general changes of
landscape and fill. Maslow made a motion to approve with Christensen seconding the motion. With a roll
call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Mayor Bullard stated for the record that the pickleball sound study for Lions Park was received.

Michael Burton, from Gallagher presented the wage study that the council had contracted the company
to complete. The PowerPoint included the background information comparables, along with options and
recommendations. Martin will meet with the Employee Relations committee to go through the specific
numbers and they will bring back recommendations for the December council meeting. Tysdal mentioned
that compensation is not only related to wages but benefits as well. Martin said that we had not done a
comparable on benefits as part of this wage study but we could do some research on that.

Tracy Rendz-Eldridge was attending from the West Battle Lake Lake Association to request the
council allow a dumpster be placed at the lake access, just as the ice fishermen get off the lake in the
hopes of a cleaner lake at the end of ice fishing season. The Lake Association will pay for it. The council
said it was a wonderful idea. DeMars made a motion to approve with Quammen seconding the motion.
With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard.
MCU

Jade Berube, City Engineer Report:

e Lead Service Line Inventory:
o Over the course of the past month, notifications were sent to all properties served by the City’s
Water System. The notification process was required per the Department of Health rules,
notifying any property owner of the makeup of their water service with directions on using the
water running through lead or galvanized services.

o By May of 2025, an application will be made to the Minnesota Public Facilities Authority to
replace services made of galvanized or lead material (currently 22 in inventory). The
replacement will occur in 2026, with funding of 100% of the costs associated with the
replacement on private property.

e Water Supply Planning:

o Throughout the past month, various meetings have occurred with the Minnesota Department of
Health and Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) regarding the City’s water supply
system and the impacts of the PFAS contamination. Recently, an updated budget for the grant
for the proposed work has been sent to the MPCA, with hopes of funding for the proposed
investigation and ultimately design work associated with replacing the well. The MPCA has
indicated that the funding information should be made available yet this month, with a process
to move forward with the grant over the course of the winter.
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e Trail Funding Alternatives:

o Following the Council meeting in October, discussion regarding the trail layout led to an
alternative application that was submitted to the County and Minnesota Department of
Transportation. The updated layout included an alternative trail connection, bringing the
Nature Trail to Main Street along Garfield Avenue instead of Henning Street. The application
was submitted to the program and selected for the next round.

o The estimated costs for the connection from County 83 to Main Street would include a walk

along the west side of South Garfield Avenue, including drainage improvements, to connect the
sidewalk on the north side of Main Street.

o County 83 Crossing to Main Street:

e Project Component e Estimated Cost

e Clearing/Grading/Stormwater e $44,000
Handling

e Aggregate Placement e $20,000

e Bituminous Paving e  $18,000

e Concrete Improvements e $116,000

e Total e $198,000

o Part of the application requires support from both the City and the County to outline costs and
maintenance requirements for the proposed trail. The City is required to approve a resolution
of support for the proposed trail, which would allow a separate resolution to go to the County
as the sponsoring agency for approval on December 31,

o If selected for the funding, the program would provide funding for all construction related costs,
and the City would be required to follow the program requirements, including any land
acquisition, permitting, testing, legal, fiscal, administrative and engineering costs associated
with the improvements. The estimated cost for the non-construction fees, are approximately
25% of the total cost of the project.

DeMars made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-11-12F Supporting Active Transportation Grant
Application. Quammen seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen,
Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Quammen seconded. With a roll call vote,
those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Claims List
Treasurers Report
Minutes

Extra Hours Report
Work Log Compilation

Department Head Report

Liguor Store Report — Adam Freyholtz

Month — October
Sales 138,490 + 2,448 +1.8%
Transactions 4,222 + 54 +1.3%
Average Sale $35.06 +0.16
Gross Profit 31.21%
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Year
Sales 2,136,011 + 10,017 +0.4%
Transactions 57,645 + 540 +0.9%

Public Works Report — Trevor Meece
e One more bench has been donated.
o The City Hall roof has been completed. Still waiting on the gutters and a few snow stops.
e The playground has been installed at Old Settler’s Park. Big thanks to the LACC, KC Lawn,
4Mations, Mark Christensen, Brickyard Supplies, and St. Croix Recreation.
Both Halverson and Lion’s bathrooms have been shut down.
Completed hydrant flushing.
MN Pump Works completed our annual lift station inspections and preventative maintenance.
Monthly/quarterly reports for MDH, MPCA, and MNOPS.
Working on water, wastewater, and natural gas budgets for 2025.
Lead Service Line notifications were sent out.
Started getting snow equipment ready.
Working on solving the air in the water line issue on Bowman & Dunton.

Quammen made a motion to approve the purchase of a natural gas pressure monitor for $4575 from USDI.
Christensen seconded the motion. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen,
DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU
[ ]
Administration Report — Val Martin
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) October 15, 2024
e Community Growth grants for both Vergas and Pelican Rapids — Match for them to provide small grants to
their businesses for new signage or improvements to the front of their store.
¢ Finished up the work needed for the Lincoln Apartments in Battle Lake.
e Approved the three lots in Pelican Rapids for construction and general design of the houses.
e Discussion on redevelopment project — Westridge Mall.
Other Activities to note:
¢ Economic Development Authority.
o Lunch meeting with AOTL, LACC, BLCF.
Planning and Zoning
o Prep for PZ meeting — attend meeting
o Zoning Questions and meetings
Meeting to go over Vedin Trust Grant application for pickleball
Wage study — a few on-line meeting — prep items they need, send questions as needed
Work on active transportation application
PFAs-phone calls/online meeting
TriCity meeting
Helped with Artist on Mainstreet program app
Paperwork for Lincoln project
MN Aging grant for pickleball
Liguor licensing organized and prepped for Paige to mail out
Absentee voting — nursing home/assistant living
TIF — clean up and paperwork completed
Work on grant app for tornado safe room
Cannabis research
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Battle Lake PD Calls for Service

October

2024

2023

2022

2021

2020

Accident with Deer

1

0

0

1

—

Alarm-Burglary

Animal Call

Assistance

Assistance-Public

Burglary In Progress

Child Abuse / Neglect

City Ordinance

Civil Dispute

DANCO Violation

Death Investigation

Deliver Message

Disturbance

Domestic Verbal

Driving Complaint

Drug Information

EM S-Injury Accident

EM S-Medical

EMS - Transport

Extra Patrol

Fire Call-Other

Fire-Alarm

Fire - Control Bum

Fire - Structure All

Harassment/Stalking

Harassment Order Viol

Hazzardous Materials

Info For Officers

Liquor Law Violation

Lost & Found

Missing Person

Nuisance

Open Door / Windows

Other Calls For Service

Parking Comp/Privileges

Police Escort

Prints

Programs - Tours - Events

Records Check

Repair Calls-Rd, Sign RR
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Resid/Busin/Area Checks 12 | 25 10 29
Road/Street Hazard 0 1 0 0
Scam 0 1 0 1
School Assistance 20 13 11 3 7
School-Threats/Violence-Guns 0 0 1 0 0
Social Media 0 1 0 0 1
Suicide-Attempt/Threats 1 0 0 0 0
Suspicious Activity 3 2 1 2 1
Theft/Fraud Rep 2 0 1 0 0
Traffic Stop Citation 5 3 2 4 3
Unlock 1 2 3 0 2
Vehicle Off Rd/non Rep Cr 0 0 0 0 1
Warning-Traffic 11 40 | 40 26 68
W arrant 0 0 1 0 0
Welfare Check 3 1 0 1 3
Totals 87 [112[127] 81 | 159

3 arrested for Burglary of Business at
Rusty Nail

Scam presentation for Pastors at 1
Lutheran Church

350-375 children at Bethel Lutheran
Church Trunk or Treat

2 - 15-year-olds from Perham
attended a party on a lake nearby
and were stopped by Off. Estes for
Minor Consuming and illegal
operation of a ATV/UTV without a
permit.

Economic Development — Reviewed Minutes and Financials. Discussion of ambulance
service, and the changes that Ringdahl made. This came up as it was part of the discussion at the
EDA meeting. The EDA feels this should be a continued discussion with other entities — townships,
BLAFRA, City Council, etc. Council agrees that it is an important topic and should pursue
discussion.
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BLAFRA — Reviewed minutes.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Natural Gas Rate: December 2023 Rate $1.19; January 2024 Rate $1.18; February 2024

Rate: $1.24; March 2024 Rate: $1.22; April Rate: $1.19; May Rate: $.96 June Rate: $.93; July
Rate: $.90; August Rate: $.92; September 2024 Rate: $.91; October 2024 Rate: $.89;

November Rate: $.94

Council discussed the cannabis licensing options and preferred to keep the option within the City.
A zoning map was distributed showing areas that would not be allowed within 1000 feet of a school
and school athletic fields, 500 feet of a daycare, and a public park that is regularly used by minors,
including a playground, or athletic field. Attorney Cline suggested that the Council include the trails
throughout the City with public parks.

Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-11-12E Variance Approval for the
Battle Lake School DeMars seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen,
Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

New Business

DeMars made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-11-12B Canvas Election Results. Maslow
seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars,
Maslow, and Bullard. MCU
MAYOR (2 Year Term)

Richard Bullard — 309

Adam Fix - 189

Write-in - 4

COUNCIL (4 Year Term - 2 elected)
Ryan Christensen — 326
Derek Tysdal - 242
John (Archie) Salvevold — 180
Gene Kelm — 119
Write-in — 7

Christensen made a motion to approve the 2025 Capital Improvement Plan as presented.
Quammen seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen,
DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-11-12B Liquor and Garbage Licenses
for 2025. DeMars seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen,
Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Council reviewed General Fund along with the enterprise funds. DeMars made a motion for
preapproval of all the budgets for 2025. Christensen seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting
yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU The final resolution will
be prepared for the December council meeting.

Bullard made a motion to approve the 2025 Fee ordinance and summary publication as presented.
Christensen seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen,
DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Quammen made a motion to approve the fund transfers for 2025 with DeMars seconding. With a
roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard.
MCU

a. EDA $20,000

b. Street Lights $25,000
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c. Storm Water $10,000
d. To LQ CIP Funds $40,000
$95,000 Total

Christensen made a motion to approve a Quit Claim Deed for an alley vacation that was done just
off Hold Street. The attorney made the request as part of a closing for the house to the east of the
vacation. The Quit Claim Deed was needed as the alley was not part of an official plat so the
process needed to be done differently than what we normally do. DeMars seconded. With a roll
call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

DeMars made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-11-12C Donation of Playground
Equipment. Quammen seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen,
Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-11-12D Donation of a Park Bench in
Honor of Tony and Jan Thiel. Maslow seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include
Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

DeMars made a motion to approve Carlson SV for the 2024 audit. Maslow seconded. With a roll
call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, DeMars, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Council discussed the request from airport hangar owners to install small holding tanks so they can
utilize sinks and toilets in their hangars. Concerns include soil contamination — would need a
certified septic installer. There should be an extra rental charge. What is the actual intent of the
airport? The ordinance would need a review. Council members would be interested in discussing
the idea of a shared community bathroom that the pilots would pay for. Martin will get back to
them.

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE:
e Council Meeting — December 10, 2024
o Holiday Party — Battle Lake Boathouse — January 12, 2025 — Everyone pays their own way

Adjourn 9:35 p.m. Val Matrtin, Clerk/Treasurer
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