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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – May 14, 2024   
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 14, 2024, 
with Council members Majorie Quammen and Ryan Christensen present. Absent was Julia DeMars and 
Mayor Rich Bullard.  Also, present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works 
Superintendent, Trevor Meece; Chief of Police, Eric Dison; and JJ Cline, City Attorney. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda.  Quammen 
seconded.  MCU 
 
Visitors 
Amanda Quam from West Central Initiative was present to discuss their programs and services and to 
provide specific information on their programing provided in Otter Tail County and Battle Lake.  Kurt 
Mortenson was also present representing the WCI Economic Development Board explaining their role. 
 
Derek and Chelsey Tysdal along with Bill and Bonnie LaPlante had made a formal request to be on 
the agenda regarding the future location of the pickleball courts.  The courts are proposed to be in 
Lions Park and these residents live in that area.  There were other residents from that area along with 
members of the pickleball club in attendance. The residents had previously sent in their concerns along 
with the statistics of the noise that comes with the pickleball courts.  Some of the information they 
provided suggested that courts need to be a minimum of 500 feet away from residential areas, some 
other studies show a little less.  Prior to the council meeting, the park committee had met and discussed 
these concerns and had come up with some alternatives.  There is a location next to the camper dump 
and a location on the same property at the main lift station that may work.  After further discussion, the 
residents all stated they were not against pickleball but suggested it be away from residential areas and 
the pickleball club wants to be good neighbors and are willing to work with public works and the City on 
an alternative location.  Christensen made a motion that the pickleball courts will not be at Lions Park and 
the City will look at another location.  Maslow seconded with Quammen abstaining, the motion carried.   
 
Shelly Braaten was in attendance to request an amendment to her commercial zoning application.  
Background: The council approved an application for rental storage units for her earlier this year.  Martin 
explained that Shelly had called and said the stakes were placed for the structures.  Martin drove to the 
site and explained that it was difficult to see where the stakes were located due to debris from tree 
removal and moving dirt and did a visual inspection.  She called Braaten back and said she could 
proceed.  A few weeks later, Public Work Superintendent Meece called Martin and said the forms for the 
buildings were in, they were pouring concrete and the flags were set two feet from the property line.  Both 
Meece and Martin said there were never flags that close to the property line.  Martin proceeded to first 
call Braaten and then drove out to the site.  Braaten claimed the flags were always there and Martin 
disagreed.  Braaten asked how she could make it right and Martin said she would have to request an 
amendment to her permit.  Martin advised her to stop construction until a decision could be made.  
 
Braaten started by saying that the flags were always in that spot.   Martin and Meece disagreed.  The 
conversation went back and forth on this topic.  Hanstad stated that if the zoning officer said the location 
was ok then it wasn’t her fault.  Martin stated that she specifically knew the council had approved her 
permit with a 10-foot setback and it was her issue.  Attorney Cline stated that he understood how she 
might feel but it appears to be a problem of her own making. She asked for consideration as the hill 
created a problem for her and this is why she needed to move it closer to the road.   She said she falsified 
her permit and what should she do?  Would the council consider an amended application?    After 
continued discussion, Maslow made a motion to deny her request for an amended application.  
Christensen.  MCU 

 
Jade Berube, City Engineer Report:  

• Lead Service Line Inventory: 
o The GIS mapping system is currently being updated to account for the City’s water and sewer 

system as part of the Lead Service Line Inventory.  Based on available information, nearly all of 
the “public” water services (from the water mains to the property line) can be identified as non-
lead.  Approximately 150 services on the “private” side (from the property line to the water meter) 
are currently unknown. 

o A survey will be sent to the properties that have unknown pipe material requesting assistance in 
identifying the pipe within the home.  A draft of the survey is attached to this update with a variety 
of submission methods to complete the identification.   
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• Pumping Station Generators: 
o We are waiting on two quotes for generators for the existing sanitary sewer pumping stations at 

four of the City’s pumping stations.  Funds for the generators will come from the remaining 
grant/loan funds from North Shore/Lake Shore and COVID-budgeted items.  When completed, 
the generators will operate the pumps at designated times throughout the months and be on 
standby for loss of power.   

 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Quammen seconded. MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Special Event Permit – DanceBARN Screen dance Festival – July 27th – 9:00 pm – Art Alley  

• Special Event Permit – Total Body Fitness Grand Opening – June 1, 2024 contingent on insurance 

• Special Event Permit – Ogaard Wedding at 517 North Shore Drive  – June 15, 2024  

 
DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS:  
 

Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz 
 

 

 

Quammen made a motion to approve the resignations of Deb Broughton, Christine Kirchbaum, and Rick 
Loock.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 

 
Police Report – Eric Dison 

CALLS FOR SERVICE  
      Apr-24 Apr-23 Apr-22 Apr-21 Apr-20 
  Alarm-Burglary   0 0 1 1 0 
  Abandoned Vehicle   0 1 0 0 0 
  Animal Bite   0 0 0 1 0 
  Animal Call   0 4 2 4 3 
  Assistance   2 9 3 4 0 
  Assistance-Public   4 6 6 3 6 
  Child Custody Issues   0 0 0 1 0 
  City Ordinance Violation-FF   0 0 1 1 0 
  Civil Dispute   0 1 0 0 1 
  Disturbance   3 1 1 1 1 
  Domestic Assault   0 0 0 0 1 
  Domestic-Verbal   0 0 2 0 0 
  Driving Complaint   1 2 1 1 0 
  Driving While Intoxicated   1 0 3 0 0 
  EMS-Injury Accident   1 0 0 0 0 
  EMS-Medical   6 8 6 6 8 
  EMS-Transport   0 0 0 1 0 
  Extra Patrol   0 0 1 0 0 
  Fire-Alarm   0 1 0 0 0 
  Fire Call - Other   0 0 0 0 1 
  FireOfficer Assist   0 0 0 0 2 
  Handgun Applications   0 0 0 1 0 
  Harassment Order Violation   0 0 1 0 0 

Month – April 

Sales 124,204 + 21,522 + 20.9% 

Transactions 3,854 + 863 + 28.8% 

Average Sale $32.23 - 2.10  

Gross Profit 31.09%   

Year 

Sales 432,700 + 40,444 + 10.3% 

Transactions 13,563 + 1,840 + 15.7% 
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  Harassment Restrain Order   0 1 0 0 0 
  Harassment/Stalking   0 1 0 0 0 
  Info fo Officers   0 2 1 0 1 
  Lost & Found   1 1 0 1 0 
  Med Alarm-lifeline   1 0 1 0 0 
  Mental Health   1 0 0 0 0 
  Missing Person   0 0 1 0 0 
  Nuisance   0 0 0 16 0 
  Open Door/Window   0 1 0 0 0 
  Other Calls For Service   6 1 0 0 0 
  Parking Comp/Privileges   3 0 2 1 0 
  Party Complaint   0 0 0 0 1 
  Police Escort   0 1 0 0 1 
  Prints Finger   0 2 2 3 0 
  Programs-Tours-Events   0 1 0 0 1 
  Resid/Busin/Area Checks   12 17 0 26 1 
  Road/Street Hazard   1 0 0 0 0 
  Runaway Juvenile   0 0 0 0 1 
  School Assistance   29 12 5 0 0 
  Suicide-Attempt/Threats   1 0 0 1 0 
  Suspicious Activity   2 4 3 1 3 
  Theft/Fraud Report   0 0 0 0 1 
  Traffic Stop Citation   7 5 6 0 3 
  Unlock   0 2 2 0 1 
  Vandalism   0 0 0 2 2 
  Warning-Traffic   23 43 44 21 10 
  Welfare Check   1 1 0 0 4 
                
    TOTAL 109 129 101 99 56 
                
    YTD Totals 384 455 282 289 187 

 
o Reported that he’s changed out the locks in the PD. 
o He has taken the training to do alcohol server training and will be doing training for the liquor 

store and bars in Battle Lake. 
o Received an email from a potential officer.  Feels that the salary is a big reason for no applicants 

and would like to see the council do a salary survey as we appear to be way under what other 
cities are paying. 

o The new squad card has been picked up – would like to keep the old one until after Wenonga 
Days. 

Public Works Report – Trevor Meece 

• Boat landing is complete. I will call the DNR and see if they can put more pads in the water. 

• Working on cleaning up the parks and getting them ready for summer. 

• Got the bike racks put back up, uptown. They look great. 

• Got the benches put out. 

• It’s been a busy spring with lots of locates. 

• Met with the school and Jade to come up with a plan for Summit St, when they are complete with 
their expansion project.  

• Got an estimate from Veit to dredge out the access. Estimated at $50-60k. Also asked for an 
estimate to install a breakwater out into the water and a poured access. They estimated that at 
$200k. 

• Working on a Park Bench Donation Program. I’ve had a few people ask about donating benches 
along the bike path.  

• Will begin irrigating at the ponds in the next few weeks. Pond levels did great over the winter. 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve the park bench donation policy.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the new playground equipment installation project from LACC in 
Sandbay Park.  They will pay for the full cost of the equipment and installation and will work with public 
works on anything needed.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 
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Christensen made a motion to approve changing the name of Sandbay Park to Old Settler’s Park at 
Sandbay.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Administration Report – Val Martin 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) April 16, 2024 

• Letter of Intent for Battle Lake Project was approved.   The project is moving forward with the 
grant application due later in the month. 

• Approved new Community Growth Grant Guidelines. 

• Continuing to move forward with the Dalton project. 

• On the Map: 
o Seen 90% more activity over the last year possibly due to their work with the Sasa 

Marketing Group.   
o Renewed partnership with Golden Gophers for another year 

Other Activities to note: 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Work on yearly calendar of events and coupon flyer – completed and had staff start 

printing.  They will be distributed by OT Tourism. 
o Held the Business and Brainstorming meeting. 
o Work in conjunction with CDA on the grant app for the former Youth Center project. 
o Facebook business flyers are prepared and posted weekly.   

• Planning and Zoning:  
o Zoning Questions and site visits 
o CUP for Paulson apartments. 
o Comp plan – review/attended meetings. 
o Sand Bay – discuss the project with Compass. 
o Met with Habitat for Humanity. 

• Cannabis/THC Moratorium. 

• Auditors were here for three days. 

• Blandins grant for pickleball. 

• Short-term licenses – several still had to turn items in – called/emailed. 

• Clean up day prep and work the cleanup. 

• Yearly insurance renewal. 

• Updates to TIF files.   

• Park meeting. 

• Consumer Confidence Report. 
 
Economic Development:  Minutes and Financials 
 
BLAFRA – minutes  
 
Lakes Area Community Center (LACC) – Minutes – Ninja Anywhere is scheduled for May 25th 
 
Art Advisory Committee – No report 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate:  May 2023 Rate: $1.02; June 2023 Rate:  $.99; July 2023 Rate:  $1.02; August 
2023 Rate:  $1.04; September 2023 Rate:  $1.04; October 2023 Rate:  $1.05; November 2023 Rate:  
$1.02; December 2023 Rate $1.19; January 2024 Rate $1.18; February 2024 Rate: $1.24; March 
2024 Rate: $1.22; April Rate:  $1.19; May Rate: $.96 
 
EMT Service -  Christensen reported on the meeting held at Ringdahl Ambulance in Fergus Falls.  
Almost every township was there.  Ringdahl spoke about the reimbursements through Medicare and 
Medicaid and how they only pay a certain amount.  They found that some townships have already 
been paying Ringdahl and have been for years.  Nothing was really decided.   
 
New Business 
Christensen made a motion to approve changes to the outdoor premises of Stubs as presented.  
Quammen seconded.  MCU  
 
Maslow made a motion to not waive the municipal torte liability limit.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 
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Christensen made a motion to approve the Data Practices Policy as presented.  Quammen 
seconded.  MCU 
 
 
NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE: 

• Council Meeting – June 11, 2024 – 7:00 p.m.  

• Comprehensive Plan Hearing – June 17, 2024 – 7:00 p.m. 

• Hatchery Row Ribbon Cutting – Friday, July 26 at 3:00 p.m.  

 
 
Adjourn 9:30 p.m.  
 
 
 __________________________________  
Valerie Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


