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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – July 9, 2024   
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 9, 2024, with 
Council members Majorie Quammen, Julia Everts-Demars and Ryan Christensen present. Absent was 
Don Maslow.  Also, present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Trevor 
Meece; Chief of Police, Eric Dison; and JJ Cline, City Attorney. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Everts-Demars made a motion to approve the agenda.  Quammen 
seconded.  MCU 
 
 
Visitors 
Matt Hohn, 4Mations attended the meeting to request the council reconsider their decision to not allow 
sprinkler heads in the right of way.  This has an impact on many lake homes and new sprinkler 
installations.  Also, it can cause issues with more water sprinkled on the streets, trails, and sidewalks.  
The council thanked Hohn for attending and informed him that it would be the topic of discussion later in 
the meeting.   
 
Eric Eklund was in attendance to request information on the use of electric scooters on the bike path.  
He feels that they should be allowed if electric bikes are allowed.   Chief Dison has some concerns about 
braking, speed, and their ability to stop.  Eklund stated that most have brakes on them and he feels they 
can be used just as safely as electric bikes.  The council informed Mr. Eklund that there would be further 
discussion on this subject later in the meeting.   
 
Shelby Trosdahl, Total Body Fitness was in attendance with concerns about parking at Hatchery Row.  
With the opening of the bakery, there have been some parking issues right in front of the only stairs going 
into the building and tight parking all up and down Henning Street.  The council agreed that the curb in 
front of the steps should be painted yellow so no one parks there.  Public Works will get this taken care 
of.   

 
Jade Berube, City Engineer Report:  
 

• Lead Service Line Inventory: 
o Two rounds of surveys were sent to various property owners throughout the City over the 

course of the past two months.  The survey information has been compiled and entered into the 
City’s GIS system in advance of the submittal to the Department of Health later this week.  
Currently there are five lead services and eight galvanized services in the completed data set. 

 

o Yesterday, Apex Staff started going door to door to gather additional inventory information for 
the remaining 75 properties within the City that have not completed either round of surveys.  
The plan is to hopefully complete the door-to-door surveys by tonight and enter the data into 
the system.   

 

o Following the submittal later this week, the additional funds will be utilized to attempt to gather 
the remaining services by August 15th.    

 

• Pumping Station Generators: 
o Following review by the electrical engineer, additional information has been requested from 

one of the bidders regarding installations with references in other communities.  The proposed 
products quoted by the bidder are slightly different than the City’s other controls, so further 
investigation is needed to determine the value of modifying the controls system. 

 

• Street & Drainage CIP: 
o Scope and cost estimates have been prepared and are attached to the update for 

improvements on the City’s CIP.  Updates are summarized below: 
▪ Front Street Alley  

o Modified entrance to include concrete driveway 
o Added curb for drainage improvements 

▪ Front Street Curb 
o Reduced curb length 
o Eliminated concrete driveways 
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▪ West Downtown Alley Reconstruction  
o New project – reconstruction of alley 

▪ Madison/Summit Intersection 
o Pavement rehabilitation project 

 

• South Trail Grant Applications: 
o A presentation was made for the LCCMR Grant Application to the State Commission on June 

20th by Reba, Val, and I.  We are awaiting information on funding following the committee’s 
funding decision. 

o We were notified that our DNR application for the Local Trails Connection grant was not 
selected as roughly $4 million dollars was funded from the $22 million dollars that applied. 

 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-07-09A  Approving a Greater Minnesota 
Legacy Grant application to the Greater Minnesota Regional Parks and Trails Commission and 
Minnesota Department of Natural Resources for the South Loop Trail project.  DeMars seconded.  
With a roll call vote, those in favor include Bullard, DeMars, Quammen, and Christenson with no members 
voting no.  MCU.   

 
 
Christenson made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Demars seconded. MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Special Event Permit – Shoreline Dance – July 6, 2024  

• Special Event Permit – Gathering of Airplanes – August 31, 2024  

• Lion’s Special Event Permits:   
▪ July 28 – Pancakes in Lions Park 
▪ September 1 – Pancakes in Lions Park 
▪ August 24 – Pillow Cleaning – Small Shelter in Lions Park 

• Quarterly Financial Reports  
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
 
Liquor Store – Adam Freyholtz 

 
 

Bullard made a motion to approve the lowest landscaping estimate for the liquor store from 
4Mation for $15,750.75.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 
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Christenson made a motion to approve the resignation of David Wilson as part-time police officer.  
DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 

Police Department Monthly Report- June 2024 

 

Items of note: 

• 21 City Ordinance violations 
addressed. 

• 2 Administrative Citations issued, 
of those 1 has dealt with the 
violation. The other is set to 
receive a 2nd administrative 
citation with a company being 
contracted to remove items/junk 
from their yard at their expense. 

• Coffman property at Holdt and 
Olaf has been cleaned up and the 
owner has been put on record that 
if it should return to the previous 
condition that they would be 
receiving a $300 fine per day under 
the MN Junk Yard Act. 

• Resident of Summit Village Apts 
was brought to Lakes Region 
Hospital due to possible mental 
health concerns. Resident found 
to be de-hydrated and suffering 
from CHF and near critical 
condition. 

• Assisted OTP/BLFD on a downed 
power line at Larry’s that landed 
on employees’ vehicle in parking 
lot. 

• Chief requested to conduct a 
SCAM presentation to be done at 
Good Samaritan Assisted Living for 
residents and then at First 
Lutheran Church for any interested 
residents of the area. Will be co-
presenter with Elder SCAM 
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Public Works Report – Trevor Meece 

• Lead Service Line Inventory was sent out, and we have received quite a few back. There 

have been a few people who think they have lead. That will require a check by us or Apex. 

There have also been a few galvanized. But mostly they are copper.  

• Jade is also working on some streets and drainage plans to be bid out shortly. 

• We have received the two quotes for generators at the lift stations. Jade is reviewing them 

and hopefully, we will have them for the council meeting. 

• Crosswalks and parking lot striping are tentatively planned for the second week of July. The 

rain has pushed him back for several weeks. 

• The first donated bench will be installed on the bike path by the airport. 

• The first irrigation of pond 3 has been completed. 

• The tree in front of Boathouse has been planted by Swedbergs. 

• The bike path patching is tentatively planned for the second week of July. 

Administration Report – Val Martin 
 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) June 18, 2024 

• Dalton received a $48,500 infrastructure grant  

• Henning received a $5,200 housing gap grant for a developer that is constructing a single-
family home. 

• Parkers Prairie received $100,000 from DEED for their Daycare center. 

• On the Map:  Small Town Safari – 4 U of M students came to OTC/Perham and spent four 
days enjoying activities in the area and visiting KLN (sponsor). 

Other Activities to note: 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Staff continue to watch and keep the art alley kiosks full.   
o Facebook business flyers are prepared and posted weekly.   
o Working on Hatchery Row Ribbon cutting 
o Meet with Steve Henning – Promotional videos 
o Completed DEED grant/reimbursement with Goodneighbors for their reimbursement 

• Planning and Zoning:  
o Zoning Questions and site visits – quieter this month 
o Comprehensive Plan Hearing 
o Review comp plan for additional changes for the council meeting 

• Short-term licenses – work with Eric and JJ on this  

• Work on Petrofund application with Brandyn for reimbursement.   

• Election judge schedule/resolution 

• Election training 

• Review audit   

• Tri-City lunch meeting 

• Work related to Hatchery Row lien release 

• Complete new ordinance – pull additional ordinances to review 
 
Economic Development:  Minutes/financials 
 
BLAFRA – minutes  
 
Lakes Area Community Center (LACC) Minutes/Playground equipment and supplies have been 
ordered for Sand Bay Park 
 
Art Advisory Committee – No report 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate:  August 2023 Rate:  $1.04; September 2023 Rate:  $1.04; October 2023 Rate:  
$1.05; November 2023 Rate:  $1.02; December 2023 Rate $1.19; January 2024 Rate $1.18; 
February 2024 Rate: $1.24; March 2024 Rate: $1.22; April Rate:  $1.19; May Rate: $.96 June Rate: 
$.93; July Rate: $.90 
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Bullard made a motion to approve the amendment to the Comprehensive Plan as presented.  
Christenson seconded.  MCU 
 
The council members directed the liquor store committee to meet to discuss whether the City is 
interested in selling THC in the municipal liquor store.   
 
Martin informed the council that the grant application to Blandins for the pickle ball courts was not 
approved. 
 
Council discussed some possible changes to the Short Term Rental Appendix on the Zoning Chapter.  
Council would like to see some enforcement regulations for property owners that are not licensing as 
required.  Attorney Cline and Clerk Martin will work on this.   
 
A small change of the nuisance ordinance dealing with long grass was discussed and will be 
amended and brought back for approval.  Other portions of the ordinance should be reviewed in 
relation to native grass and the new regulations from 2023. 
 
The trail ordinance was reviewed and the council would like to amend it to allow electric bikes and 
possibly scooters.  Signage with rules of etiquette should be put up, speed limits should be 
considered.  And so on.  Tabled until further review. 
 
The council discussed sprinklers in the right of way and agreed that this should be allowed as long as 
owners are held responsible.  An amendment will be presented at the next meeting.   

 
New Business 
 
DeMars made a motion to approve Resolution 2024-07-09B Appointment of Election Judges.  
Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those in favor include DeMars, Quammen, Bullard, and 
Christenson with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Resolution 2024-07-09C No Parking on the South Side Of Henning Street – Tabled 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve a temporary liquor license for the catholic church as presented.  
DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
Bullard made a motion to approve the Pickleball Club’s request to allow naming rights of the future 
courts to a large donor if one comes forward. Christenson seconded.  MCU 
 
Martin described a new project through the MN legislature called Empowering Small MN Cities 
Program.  Battle Lake’s project was selected for funding.  We will have the assistance of a planner 
who will help develop a plan for future residential expansion.  This project includes Tim Underhill’s 
property along Holdt/West Main and Everts Property just west of Glenhaven Drive.  Both property 
owners are agreeable and the project will commence in the spring.   
 
NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE: 

• Hatchery Row Ribbon Cutting – Friday, July 26 at 3:00 p.m.  

• Election Filing Period – July 30th to August 13th 
▪ Up for Election – Rich Bullard, Ryan Christensen, and Julia Everts-DeMars 

• Primary Election – August 13th  

• Council Meeting – Wednesday, August 14th  
 
 
Adjourn 8:30 p.m.  
 
 __________________________________  
Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


