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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – August 27, 2024   
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, August 27, 2024, 
with Council members Majorie Quammen, Julia Everts-DeMars, and Ryan Christensen present. Attended 
virtually due to medical issues was Council member Don Maslow.  Also, present at City Hall were 
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; Chief of Police, Eric Dison; and JJ 
Cline, City Attorney. There were several visitors also in attendance.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. DeMars made a motion to approve the agenda.  Quammen 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  MCU 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the claims list as presented.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call 
vote, those voting yes include Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Martin presented a proposal for a sound study for Lions Park from PSM Consulting.   
The report will include:  

• Executive summary  

• Detailed overview of the site and surrounding area with commentary on potential pickleball 
sound issues  

• Explanation of pickleball sound generation, distinctive characteristics, sound measurement 
techniques and comparison to other common sounds and sound levels  

• Description of relevant local ordinances and national guidelines, as they relate to residential 
properties  

• Predicted (calculated) pickleball sound levels, with and without sound mitigation methods  

• Conclusions and recommendations  

• Credentials of author and PSM Consulting LLC  
 
Item 2 - Revisions to Report and Conferencing  

Most recent drawings, specifications and site photos will be used to prepare the report.  
PSM Consulting LLC is happy to provide revised sound analysis and projections in case of design 
changes or requested hypothetical options.  
Questions answered with a simple phone call or email and not requiring detailed 
research/analysis will not have a fee.  
On-line video conferencing is available at the consulting fee quoted. 
 

Comments from visitors include: 

• Other sites still need to be considered. 

• They feel the drawings from the other sites are not all accurate.   

• Is there enough parking at Lions Park? 

• DeMars reminded the visitors that Lions Park is a park and that pickleball is another amenity that 

might fit better in Lions Park. 

• Property owners mentioned the current tennis courts and if pickleball would still be played on 

them if there are new ones built further north in the park.  Mayor Bullard said that the tennis 

courts are meant to be temporary.     

• Everyone was appreciative of the effort to get a study done. 

Council feels the study would be helpful to them to make an appropriate decision.  DeMars made a 
motion to pay ½ of the $3200 fee for the study and the pickleball club was willing to pay the other ½.  
Quammen seconded.   With a roll call vote, those voting yes include DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  Christensen voted no. Motion carried.   
 
The discussion moved to the amendment of the moratorium to allow THC drinks in the liquor store.  
Martin also informed the council of the decisions they will need to make regarding cannabis.  They can 
turn over their right to license to the County and if the county sets a limit, the City of Battle Lake could 
request to not have a licensed cannabis store within the city limits but if they get an application before a 
limit is reached and it is for Battle Lake, they cannot deny the application.   Cities also have the right to 
zone away from places such as schools, parks, daycares, etc.  More information will be coming from the 
County as they move towards completing their ordinance.   
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Discussion continues regarding allowing THC drinks in the liquor store.  DeMars made a motion to 
approve the amendment to Moratorium – Cannabis products as presented.  Bullard seconded.  With a 
roll call vote.  Those voting yes include Bullard and DeMars.  Voting no were Quammen, Maslow and 
Christensen.  Motion did not pass. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the resignation of Tami Olson as part-time administrative 
assistant.  DeMars seconded.   With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, DeMars, 
Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Staff reviewed the following with the council: 

• Review Capital Improvement Plan  - Meece 

• 2025 Budget  -  

o Review Revenue - Martin 
o Review Expenditures – Any changes to the budget were made in red and 

discussed line by line throughout the full budget. 
o Trevor - Public Works Portion of the Budget 
o Eric - Public Safety Portion of the Budget 
o Administration – Balance of General Fund 
o Proposed Levy of $980,000 – a 4.81% increase 

 
• Fund Transfers for 2025 from the Liquor Store 

o EDA $20,000 
o Streetlights $25,000 
o Storm Water $10,000 
o To LQ Store Debt Service $40,000 

 
Council was in agreement that the budget looked good with no changes needed.   
 
Council member Christensen said he’s had complaints about rats at a residence in town.  Chief Dison 
said he has also had some complaints and will be working with the County to see what can be done.   
 
 

 
 
 
Adjourn 8:30 p.m.  
 
 __________________________________  
Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


