City of Battle Lake Council Meeting — April 11, 2023

Mayor Richard Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, April 11, 2023,
with Council members Julia DeMar, Don Maslow, and Ryan Christensen attending. Marjorie Quammen
attended virtually from her location at Staples Lakewood Health-49725 County 83, Staples, MN. Also
present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Superintendent, Chris Johnson; Chief of
Police, Todd Quaintance; Liquor Store Manager, Adam Freyholtz (attending virtually), and City Attorney, JJ
Cline.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Maslow made a motion to approve the agenda. Christensen seconded. MCU

Visitors

Mark Goldberg attended virtually from David Drown presenting their wage study proposal.

Amy Baldwin, Otter Tail County CDA was present to discuss the CDA’s possible acquisition of the
old Youth Center from Bethel Church. They have negotiated a purchase price with Bethel, had the
site tested for asbestos, and received quotes for demolition. The CDA would work to ready the site
for development, secure a developer, help package the financing and provide a conceptual design
for multifamily, workforce housing. The CDA sees the need in Battle Lake for workforce housing
with possibly 12 units. The CDA would like the City to consider a possible Memorandum of
Understanding between the CDA and the City so the CDA could get reimbursed for their expenses
through TIF. They do not require it on the front end of the project but will work with the City on how
that may work. Maslow made a motion to approve the CDA to continue working on the project and
to develop the Memorandum of Understanding for the council to consider at a later date. DeMars
seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include Quammen, Bullard, Christensen, DeMars, and
Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

Jeff Godwin, C& | Construction was in attendance to request an extension of their right-of-way
permit for the closure of Henning Street until July 1, 2023. Godwin stated they hope to have the
main structure up by the end of June with less need for outdoor storage. Several concerns were
discussed. Ultimately the council approved the extension until June 13 and if additional time is
needed, they can make a request for another extension. DeMars made a motion to approve with
Quammen seconding With a roll call vote, those in favor include: Quammen, Bullard, Christensen,
DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

Jade Berube, City Engineer Report:
e Olaf Avenue/Memory Lane:

o Work has been suspended for the season, with punchlist items remaining. Work will pick up
following the winter season with minor grading, sidewalk repair, and turf touch-up left to
complete.

o Grading and fill will also be placed at Railroad Park in the spring along with turf establishment

to level the area.

e Well No. 5:

o The majority of punchlist items on the project have been completed, with minor items
remaining that will be addressed during the completion of the Change Order Items.

o There was no pay request submitted by the contractor this month.

o Change Order No. 3 was approved by the City Council in February. Eagle has received all of
the parts and is working on lining up a time to come in and complete the remaining items,
which will include the replacement of the flow meter at Well No. 4, the demolition of the Well
No. 3 Wellhouse and the controls coordination between the wells and tower.

Stormwater management was discussed. The City did not get the grant through MPCA. Berube has some
ideas for doing some projects within the southwest part of the City on land that the City owns and will help
navigate and control the stormwater.
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Christensen voiced concerns about the road deterioration of North Shore Drive. Berube will investigate.
Johnson and Berube will evaluate roads that need work after the long winter. Several areas have deterioration
issues and will need repair.

Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Maslow seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor
— Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard with no members voting no. MCU

Treasurer’s Report

Claims List

Minutes

Extra Hours Report

Work Log Compilation

Special Event Permit — City Art Advisory Committee — Art Alley Open House — July 17, 2023
Special Event Permit — LACC in Lakes Country on Main Parking Lot — Turtle Races Every
Thursday

Quarterly Reports

Liquor Store Report — Adam Freyholtz

Month — March

Sales 97,807 + 709 +0.7%
Transactions 2926 - 48 - 1.6%
Average Sale $33.43 +0.78

Gross Profit 30.34%

Year

Sales 289,573 + 18,596 + 6.8%
Transactions 8,732 + 435 + 5.2%

Maslow made a motion to approve the Liquor Store getting an ATM machine and to work with the
local bank if possible. The ATM will be low or no maintenance for staff and the liquor store will get a
portion of the revenue. DeMars seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include Quammen,
Bullard, Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

Public Works Report — Chris Johnson

e As you might expect public works have been busy with snow and snow-related
maintenance.

e | Attended a county-wide single-sort recycling meeting in Ottertail City. The county is
looking at the feasibility and cost of implanting curbside single-sort recycling.

e Gearing up for spring, which is hard to think about in the blizzard.

o Working on the lift station rehab and long-term maintenance plan.

e Should have a water tower paint spec soon, then we can put that out for bids.

e Prices should be in before the 11" council meeting for large water meter replacement in
the school, assisted living, and nursing home.

e Working with Jade on a solution to our rapidly crumbling streets in some places. Most
roadways look great, but a few spots are very bad.

¢ Hope to have more info on the pickleball plan by council night.

Christensen made a motion to approve the 3-year lawn contract with Olson Lawn Care. Bullard
seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include Quammen, Bullard, Christensen, DeMars, and
Maslow with no members voting no. MCU
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Johnson presented quotes for lift station rehab. The council agreed that it made sense to get the
work completed at one time and use CIP funds to pay for it. Christensen made a motion to accept
the bids from Minnesota Pump Works as presented for lift station rehabs. Maslow seconded. With
a roll call vote, those in favor include Quammen, Bullard, Christensen, DeMars and Maslow with no
members voting no. MCU

Johnson presented a quote from Metering and Technology to replace larger meters at Good Sam
and the school. The new ones will be more efficient and will also be radio-read meters. Bullard
made a motion to purchase the meters as presented. DeMars seconded. With a roll call vote, those
in favor include Quammen, Bullard, Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no.
MCU

Police Report = Todd Quaintance
Abandoned Vehicle

Accident W/Deer

Assistance-Public

Assistance

Child Custody Issues

Disturbance

Domestic-Verbal

Driving While Intoxicated

EMS-Medical

EMS-Transport

Fire Call-Other

Harassment/Stalking

Info For Officers

Open Door/Window

Parking Comp/Privileges

Resid/Busin/Area Checks

Scam

School Assistance

School Bus Stop Arm Activ

Suspicious Activity

Traffic Stop Citation

Vehicle Off Rd/non Rep Cr

Warning-Traffic 49

Warrant 1
134
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PD radios ordered - could take several months for arrival

Attended Loss Prevention Training by the LMC in Alexandria

Attending class in Alexandria on 4/4/23 which will allow us to obtain

free defibrillator for each squad.

Officers may start working TZD shifts soon

Reminder that as part of TZD shift the officer will roam a bit while being paid by TZD funding.
Right of Way Permit Consideration:

If going to consider leaving Henning closed- Direct builder to keep materials off the property
and right of way of adjacent properties.

April 11, 2023, Battle Lake City Council - Page 3



Administration Report — Val Martin
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) — March 2023

e Amy Baldwin will be at the Council Meeting to discuss plans for the old youth center building.
The CDA plans to purchase the property, demolish the building and prepare it for a developer.

e Will do a second round of grants for childcare — for centers and home daycares. The first
round awarded more than $21,000 in grants.

e Continued work on the student workforce program.

¢ Continuing the promotion of the Big Build which includes the tax rebate program and other
residential projects throughout the County.

e Activities to note:
e Economic Development Authority.
o General phone calls and requests for information
o Work with the environmental engineer to move contaminated soil — make
arrangements for the site.
Met with Traci Ryan and Amy Baldwin about the former youth center building.
Work on changes to BL brochure
Working on the calendar of events and coupon flyer
o Held a business meeting in conjunction with LACC — 30+ people in attendance
e Planning and Zoning:
o Starting to get several phone calls and people stopping in for new work.
o Prepared several documents for recording at the County.
o Comp plan review and prep for council meeting
o Research on RFP process for the comprehensive plan

o O O

o Discuss site inspection process with Greg Maynard — worked on checklist for this

e Special Event ordinance and permit updated.

e Contacted LMC for the cost to codify ordinances — send current info to them. The last
update was in 2003.

New abatement request — prepared resolution.

Request for fireworks donations was sent to businesses.

Prepare for clean-up day

Attended LMC Loss Control Workshop

BLAFRA - Maslow reported.

Lakes Area Community Center (LACC) — minutes.
Art Advisory Committee — minutes

EDA — no meeting was held.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Natural Gas Rate: October 2021: $1.07; November 2021-$1.63; December 2021-$1.09;
January-$1.09; February-$1.15; March-$1.19; April-$1.10; May-$1.52; June - $1.60 July Rate -
$1.66; August Rate - $1.51; September Rate - $1.66; October Rate - $1.64; November Rate
$1.45; December Rate - $1.65; January 2023 Rate: $1.61; February 2023 Rate: $1.57; March,
2023 Rate: $1.61

Council discussed the presentation earlier in the meeting from David Drown. Mayor Bullard
voiced his concern about the wages for police and liquor store clerks. Are we in line with other
Cities? Council tabled the wage study issue. Martin will reach out to the League of MN Cities to
see if there are other vendors.

Maslow made a motion to Hire Greg Maynard as an employee for zoning site visits at $75 per
site visit contingent on a background check and to add a site inspection fee for new
construction to the Fee Schedule Ordinance — $75 per site visit — the number of visits with be
determined by the type of construction. DeMars seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor

April 11, 2023, Battle Lake City Council - Page 4



include Quammen, Bullard, Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no.
MCU

The Art of the Lakes lease for Railroad Park was tabled.

Martin researched possible costs for a Comprehensive Plan Update. Council tabled the
process and would like to check on more options.

NEW BUSINESS

Quammen made a motion to donate $2000 to the Prospect House Museum as budgeted.
DeMars seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include Quammen, Bullard,
Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

DeMars made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-04-11A Calling for a Hearing on Tax
Abatement for Ekre. Maslow seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include
Quammen, Bullard, Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

A letter was received to remove late fees for a very delinquent account. Due to the
circumstance of this account and that it is a rental, Christensen made a motion to not waive
the delinquent fees. Maslow seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include Quammen,
Bullard, Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

Bullard made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-40-11B BCA-Attorney-Police
Department Agreement. Maslow seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include
Quammen, Bullard, Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

Maslow made a motion to approve the commercial permit application for Stevelly’s as
presented. DeMars seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include Quammen, Bullard,
Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

Maslow made a motion to Not Waive the Torte Liability Insurance Limit as presented.
Christensen seconded. With a roll call vote, those in favor include Quammen, Bullard,
Christensen, DeMars, and Maslow with no members voting no. MCU

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE:
o Next Council Meeting — May 9, 2023, 7:00 p.m.

Adjourn 8:45 p.m.

Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer
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