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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – March 12, 2025  
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 12, 2025, 
with Council members Majorie Quammen, Derek Tysdal, and Ryan Christensen present. Council 
member Don Maslow attended virtually due to medical issues. Also, present at City Hall were 
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Police Chief, Eric Dison; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; City 
Engineer, Jade Berube; and JJ Cline, City Attorney.  Several members of the public were also in 
attendance.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Tysdal made a motion to approve the agenda.  Quammen 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  MCU 
 
Hearing – Preliminary Plat - Applicant/Property Owner: Fergus Falls Habitat for Humanity - Pursuant to 
City Code#151.07 of the City of Battle Lake, you are hereby notified of a public hearing for consideration of a 
preliminary plat from Fergus Falls Habitat for Humanity for a 10 lot subdivision to be known as Battle Lake 
Heights with a property description of Lots 1, 2 3 and 4, Block 2 of Gilbertson’s Addition to Battle Lake, 
between West Gilbertson and West Langen Streets,  City of Battle Lake, Otter Tail County, MN. 

 
Mayor Bullard called the hearing open with Stan Carignan from Habitat for Humanity presenting 
information about the proposed 10-lot subdivision.  He explained that they are not concentrating on 
low income but also have homes available for workforce housing.  The plan: 

1. 2 homes for WFH up to 115%  

2. 2 homes for 60-80% AMI 

3. 2 homes for 50-60% AM 

4. 1 home for 40-50% AMI 

5. 2 to 3 homes for sale to the public – must be under 115% AMI 

2024 MN State Median Household Income is $111,800 

Carignan stated that the homes will be high quality starter homes, ranging in value from $225,000 
to $275,000.  He also stated that Habitat for Humanity has made several changes in the last few 
years: they no longer carry mortgages, houses are sold at their appraised value, homes have 
garages, they have mentorship programs for the new owners, owners have to take home 
ownership classes, they have a master gardener that works with the new owners and provide 
some funding for landscaping.  Their vetting process has changed with more stringent 
requirements. 
 
Martin spoke about a letter from property owners that was provided in the packet.  Some of the 
concerns were addressed at the meeting.  The drainage information was provided by City Engineer 
Jade Berube which highlighted the requirements for the development.  The developer will need to 
create a Stormwater Prevention Plan and comply with the state rules.  Berube also described the 
existing conditions along with the City’s requirements for road standards which include a 2-foot 
ditch on each edge of the road.  The two-foot ditch would store more than 19,000 cubic feet which 
exceeds the state’s minimum requirement.  The letter also addresses sanitary sewer concerns with 
one of the homes in that area.  This has supposedly been repaired, and public works plans to 
televise this spring to make sure the main in compliant with current standards.   Although the letter 
was lengthy, the stormwater and sanitary sewer main were two items that needed to be addressed 
prior to the preliminary plat approval.  The rest of the letter described the neighborhood concerns, 
actions of the planning commission, along with several excerpts from both the city code and 
comprehensive plan and his interpretation of those excerpts.   
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The council reviewed the minutes from the Planning Commission with their decision to recommend 
it go to the council for approval.   
 
A letter of support for the approval of the plat was received from Jeff Ackerson, business owner 
from Vector Windows and board member for Habitat for Humanity. 
As concerns of criminal activity with Habitat for Humanity house, Mayor Bullard requested 
additional information related to this type of activity.  A review of calls for service was done by Chief 
Eric Dison with no criminal calls to the addresses of the current Habitat Homes in Battle Lake that 
were built 20-plus years ago.  This information from Fergus Falls area of some of the Habitat 
homes also showed no criminal calls in the last couple of years.   
 
Several people spoke in favor of the project with the following comments: 

• Jill Langren, Habitat for Humanity Board Member, stated that she spoke with Paul Ness, 

Battle Lake School Board Chair.  Mr. Ness wrote a letter in support of the plat. He also 

talked about the need for housing, especially affordable housing.  The lack of housing in 

Battle Lake has been an issue for new teachers and staff. 

• Liz Nizwack, employee of Habitat for Humanity.  She describes the process that families go 

through to get vetted.  It is a 12-to-18-month process.  Habitat homeowners spend no more 

than 30% of their income on their house payment; they need to have stable employment; 

and they are part of the community as other residents are.  They go through many facets of 

training prior to moving into their home.   

• Trevor Gertsman, Habitat Construction Manager, described the quality and durability of the 

homes that are built.   

Brian Embree, property owner, mentioned that the letter the council received spoke about the 
neighbor’s concerns.   He said that the project is an intrusion to those that live in that area.  They 
are not receiving anything from this project.   
 
Colleen Nelson, a resident at the end of Langen, stated they are moving out of the community after 
living in their home for over 40 years.  They recently had a fire and planned to rebuild in that 
location, but they don’t want to deal with construction for the next 10 years.  Their property will be 
going up for sale.   
 
Heather Jacobson, Planning Commission member, was in attendance, and stated that some of the 
members wanted to table a decision in order to get more information.  She stated that they were 
told by Martin that it could not be tabled as it needed to go to the City Council next week.  She felt 
that they were pushed to make a decision they weren’t ready to make.  She stated they wanted 
more information on density and wanted to review the checklist.  Martin apologized for not knowing 
that the Planning Commission had the right to table their decision.   
 
Councilmember Christensen asked how the process started.  Stan Carignan said that a Habitat 
board member saw the listing for sale, and they felt it was a great opportunity to purchase it for a 
subdivision.  Brian Embree stated his issues with the sale of the property and how it was handled.   
 
Councilmember Tysdal said he has volunteered for Habitat over the last several years.  He would 
like to see it go back to Planning Commission.  He also stated his concerns about providing calls 
for service on specific homes.  Even though it may be public information, he felt it was intrusive 
and not fair to those property owners.   
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Tysdal made a motion to move the process back to the Planning Commission.  Christensen 
seconded the motion.   With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, 
Tysdal, and Bullard.  Maslow voted no.  Motion carried.   
 
Hearing – Property Tax Abatement – Blue Spruce Properties Duplex at 100 Hidden 
Meadows  
Mayor Bullard called the hearing open.  There were no comments from the public.  Tysdal 
made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-03-07A Approving Property Tax Abatement.  
Maslow seconded the motion.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, 
Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 

 
Visitors - Pickleball Temporary Courts at Lions Park 
Several visitors were in attendance to discuss the use of the tennis courts at Lions Park for the 2025 
season for pickle ball.  Members of the pickleball club were asked how the fundraising is going.  It was 
estimated to be about $42,000 but fundraising has been stalled over the winter until the majority of the 
members get back.  Neighbors from Lions Park stated they were not opposed to the use of the 
temporary courts for one more year but would like there to be limited hours.  Bullard made a motion to 
approve the use of the tennis courts for temporary pickleball courts in 2025 with limited hours from 9:00 
a.m. until dark through December 1, 2025.  Maslow seconded the motion.  With a roll call vote, those 
voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Visitor – Greg Smedsrud 
Smedsrud was in attendance to present his request for a Special Event Permit.  He plans to have rooftop 
concerts on the patio of the apartment located above Espresso in Hatchery Row.  The first concert will 
be on June 20th with a Beatles tribute band.  He would like food/liquor vendors in the location between 
the Hatchery and the Market and requested a partial road closure of Henning Street.  Smedsrud has 
talked with the fire department regarding the partial closure, and they have no issues.  The proceeds 
from the event will go to community organizations.  The council preferred that Henning Street be blocked 
off between Lake Avenue and Lincoln rather than a partially blocked street.  Tysdal made a motion to 
approve the special event permit for June 20th with several contingencies.   Smedsrud will have to submit 
another request for future rooftop events once he has dates scheduled. The council would also like to 
see how the June 20th event goes first.  Quammen seconded the motion.  With a roll call vote, those 
voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU The contingencies are: 

• Discuss full street closure with the Fire Department 

• Get written approval from the Hatchery apartment tenants 

• Talk to the Market about using the space between the two buildings 

• All appropriate licenses are taken care of 

 
Jade Berube, City Engineer 

• Water Supply Planning: 
o A hydrogeologic study is currently underway analyzing the water supply and aquifer conditions in a 

two-mile radius of the City.  The proposed study will be used to further analyze potential water supply 
alternatives for the City’s system when complete.   

o Various discussions with the state have occurred over the course of the past month outlining the 
urgency of the current water supply for the city.  Following discussions, we have been informed that 
the agencies are willing to move up the schedule for plan review and financing for the eventual 
proposed improvements.  The previously discussed timeframe of a March 2026 plan review will be 
moved to a December 2025 timeline, allowing the city to bid the project in early 2026 to compress 
the improvements into the 2026 season.  With the updated timeline, the state has indicated that 
financing will be available as the project will fall into a special allocation of funds for “Emerging 
Contaminants”.   

o With the water supply from Well No. 5 being reviewed quarterly, an alternative “emergency” 
treatment option is being reviewed if the sampling results exceed the State’s limits.  This alternative 
plan would involve the installation of a temporary trailer mounted Granular Activated Carbon 
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Adsorption System.  This system would treat water from the well on a temporary basis and would be 
rented with anticipated funds from the Department of Health if the current supply requires treatment. 

 

o With the hydrogeologic study underway, a list of select wells have been identified outside of the 
areas currently being tested by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency.  These wells will be 
sampled for various contaminants when the weather warms to get a realistic condition of the water 
characteristics.   

 

• 2025 Street & Drainage Improvements: 
o Plans for the 2025 Street and Drainage Improvements are nearly complete.  Originally, we had 

anticipated requesting a resolution from the City at the meeting tonight to authorize bidding, 
however, following discussion with City Staff, the scope of the improvements may expand based on 
current review of the pavement conditions on the east side of town.   

 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-03-12D Approving Plans and Specs and Order 
Advertisement for Bids on Street and Drainage Improvements.  The council requested that the additional 
Summit Street improvements that were discussed be included as an alternate.  Christensen seconded.  With 
a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
The Street Committee made recommendations to add a handicapped spot on Henning Street in front of the 
Hatchery, on the east end with all council members in agreement.  Berube said that approval was given by 
the County to do this as Henning Street is a county road.   
 

• Clitherall Water Supply: 
o A Water Committee meeting was held with the Mayor and City Staff from Clitherall on February 

28th.  The meeting outlined the status of the water system in Battle Lake, and discussion 
regarding potential supply to Clitherall.  At this point, no decisions have been made by the City of 
Clitherall as they are still in the planning phase.  There had been rumors that the City of Battle 
Lake wasn’t interested in assisting with water supply, but the meeting was to ensure them that 
we would be willing to help if asked. 

 
Quammen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Tysdal seconded.  With a roll call vote, those 
voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  

• Treasurer’s Report   

• Claims List   
• Minutes  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Special Event Permit – ComDel Company Fishing Tournament – June 7th – Use of Boat Access and 
Lions Shelter  

• Special Event Permit – Ninja Anywhere – May 24th – Railroad Park  

• Special Event Permit – Battle Lake Farmers Market – Saturdays in Railroad Park from 5/24 to 10/25 

• Special Event Permit – Bethel Church Kids’ Carnival During Wenonga Days – July 26th           
   
Department Head Reports 
Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz 

 

 

Month – February 

Sales 82,673 - 16,498 - 16.6% 

Transactions 2,603 - 605 - 18.8% 

Average Sale $31.76 + 0.85  

Gross Profit 30.37%   
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Public Works Report – Trevor Meece 

• Assisting MPCA and Braun-Intertec with their PFAS study. 

• Met with Jade to go over plans for future well locations and sampling of nearby wells 

• Monthly reports for MDH & MPCA. 

• Wellhead Protection Meeting 

• Water samples 

• Working on Zoning applications 

• Adam and Andrew attended natural gas training in Perham 

• Adam and Andrew attended the Annual Damage Prevention Dinner in New York Mills 

• Met with City of Clitherall to discuss their future water needs 

Administration Report – Val Martin 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) – Meeting – March 5 

• City of Pelican Rapid received a grant for infrastructure for a new development for $100,000 

• High Point Home received the bid for the three homes to be built in Pelican Rapids. 

• Modifications made to the residential owner-occupied rehabilitation loan program guidelines. 

• Discussion on the Westridge Mall project.  Research on the building, property lines, and any ownership 
issues.   

Other Activities to note: 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Annual Meeting at the school – 60 in attendance  
o LMC grant application for Habitat Project 

• YE Financial report to council 

• Meeting with Clitherall 

• Wellhead Protection Meeting 

• Budget reporting for publication 

• Go through Comp plan and strategic plan for council goal session 

• Met with Star and Tribune reporter along with the Mayor 

• Pre-app for MN Housing/Habitat project 

• Review plat with Trevor/prep publication and some items for PC meeting 

• Yearly gambling report 

• PA-1 Police and Fire reports 

• Worked with Paige to send short term rental renewals out 

• Reviewed personnel policy with LMC information for changes needed 

• USDI supervisor training – drug and alcohol 

• Public Facilities Authority yearly reporting 
 
 

 
 

Year 

Sales 170,654 - 26,253 - 13.3% 
Transactions 5,339 - 979 - 15.5% 
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Economic Development – Minutes and Financials 
 
BLAFRA – Minutes 
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LACC – Christensen reported.   
 
Art Advisory Committee - Minutes 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate:; March 2024 Rate: $1.22 April 2024 Rate: $.1.19; May 2024 Rate: $.96; June 2024 
Rate: $.93; July 2024 Rate: $.90; August 2024 Rate: $.92; September Rate 2024 Rate: $.91; October 
2024 Rate:  $.89; November 2024 Rate: $.94 December 2024 Rate: $1.11 January Rate: $1.10 February 
Rate:  $1.14; March Rate: $1.14 
 
In review of the pay scale for 2025, staff overlooked the hourly rate for Chris Estes, part-time officer.  He 
was not moved up on the scale as the other officers were in January when the plan was approved.  
Christensen made a motion to approve the 2025 pay rate for Chris Estes at Step 10.  Maslow seconded.  
Tysdal reminded the council of his request to take more time on the step/grade plan when discussed in 
January.  He felt this would not have been missed. 
 
Congratulations to Reba Gilliand on a successful grant for the Talking Trails. 
 
Strategic Planning was tabled.   
 
Martin reported that the grant for the Safe Routes to School Plan update was approved. 
 
New Business 
Martin presented information on a possible curb-side clean-up.  Denzel’s Region Waste is willing to do the 
pickup with a tentative date of April 24th starting at 8:00 a.m.  The up-front costs are estimated to be about 
$3400.  Quammen made a motion to approve the curbside clean-up with the City paying up front costs.  
Residents will get postcards explaining the process and will be charged for what is picked up at their house.  
Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, 
and Bullard.  MCU  
 
The City Council received a financial request from Ringdahl Ambulance to help support the business.  Some 
of the concerns raised were coverage issues and the fact that Ringdahl is a private business.  Martin 
suggested the council have someone from Ringdahl come to a future council meeting to get more 
information.  Councilmembers were in favor of this. Martin will call to schedule. 
 
A letter was received from the City of Clitherall regarding the infrastructure project they are working on.  They 
asked if Battle Lake was agreeable to continue exploration of a possible water transmission line from Battle 
Lake to Clitherall.  The letter asked for a letter of intention, but Attorney Cline suggested a letter of interest 
would be more appropriate.  Staff will discuss this with the Clitherall Mayor to see what they need to have 
from us. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve $1,000 donation to the Senior Center.   Bullard seconded.  With a roll 
call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
 
Quammen made a motion to approve a $2,000 donation to the Prospect House.  Christensen seconded the 
motion.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  
MCU  
 
A request for a donation was received from the Food Shelf.  The council agreed to not send a donation at 
this time. 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve the Records Retention Policy as presented.  Maslow seconded the 
motion.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  
MCU  
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Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-03-12B Application to the Otter Tail County CDA 
for $10,000 Matching grant for the Battle Lake Business Assistance Program.  Maslow seconded.  With 
a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-03-12BC Application to the Otter Tail County 
CDA for $100,000 matching infrastructure grant for the Habitat for Humanity project.  Maslow 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  MCU  
 

Tysdal made a motion to approve the On-Sale and Sunday Liquor License for Marvin Anderson 
“Little Bar and Grill,” Formerly the Rusty Nail at 123 South Lake Ave contingent on all paperwork 
being completed and passing the background check.  Bullard seconded. With a roll call vote, those 
voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  

 
Notices/Announcements: 

❑ Thursday, April 3, 2025 Housing Community Design Project – City Hall 6:00 P.M. 
❑ Council Meeting – April 8, 2025 
❑ Minnesota Brownfield ReScape Awards Gala – April 17th – 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. - Historic Grain 

Belt Offices in Minneapolis - Council Members and their Guest Receive Free Entrance  
❑ Thank You Note from Rebecca Peterson, West Central Initiative  

 
 
Adjourn 9:45 p.m.                                                                                        Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


