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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – February 14, 2023
  
  

Mayor Richard Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
February 14, 2023, with Council members Julia DeMar, Don Maslow and Ryan Christensen 
attending. Marjorie Quammen attended virtually from her location at 2810 2nd Ave. North in 
Moorhead.    Also present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works 
Superintendent, Chris Johnson, Police Chief, Todd Quaintance; Liquor Store Manager, Adam 
Freyholtz, City Attorney, JJ Cline; Deputy Clerk, Karalee Brandner and City Engineer, Jade 
Berube.  There were other visitors from the community attending.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Quammen took the Oath of Office. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the agenda.  DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 

Visitors: 
Boy Scout, Cadance Hartmann was in attendance to present a proposed Eagle Scout project.  He 
would like to build two concrete benches and install them in Art Alley on the south side.  No cost to the 
City as all supplies will be donated.  Reba Gilliand and Patrick Hollister were in attendance in support of 
the project and stated that the Art Advisory Committee has also given approval.  DeMars made a motion 
to approve Hartmann’s Eagle Scout project.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those in favor – 
Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Erik Eklund was in attendance to discuss the bill at the house where his mother lives and he owns the 
house.  They received notice that the natural gas meter had not read usage for natural gas for the past 
14 months.  Mr.  Eklund feels they should not have to pay but agreed they used the natural gas.  
Brandner, Martin, and Johnson explained some of the issues with the radio read meters and some past 
issues with this same type of problem.  They are working on other processes and reports that will help 
the staff determine if a natural gas meter is actually reading with no usage or not reading.   The billing 
register is viewed by both Brandner and Johnson but there may be over 100 meters that show zero 
usage.  Eklund stated that his mother is on a fixed income and cannot pay the full amount.  The staff 
has already offered a payment plan that works for them – legally we have to give them 14 months to 
pay back the past due balance but we can give them more if needed.  The amount charged for the 
usage was the January rate and after viewing the past rates, the council determined that we should use 
a low average for the usage.  Christensen made a motion to approve the rate to charge this account is 
$1.20 per CCF’s and staff will work with them on a monthly payment amount.  Maslow seconded.  With 
a roll call vote, those in favor – Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow and Bullard with no members 
voting no.  MCU 
 
 
Jade Berube, City Engineer 

• Olaf Avenue/Memory Lane: 
o Work has been suspended for the season, with punchlist items remaining.  Work will 

pick up following the winter season with minor grading, sidewalk repair, and turf touch 
up left to complete. 

• Well No. 5: 
o Minor punchlist items have continued to be addressed at Well No. 5, with remaining 

items to be coordinated during the rehabilitation portion of Well No. 4.  Timing for the 
rehabilitation is aimed to be completed when a few of the potential additions can be 
considered. 

 

o There was no pay request submitted by the contractor this month.   
 

o Change Order No. 3 has been drafted and includes various previously discussed items 
such as the pump extension, additional site fill and grading, a flushing system within the 
wellhouse, and Wellhouse No. 3 demolition.  In addition to the previously discussed 
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items, pricing has been provided by the contractor on additional items in Wellhouse No. 
4 for staff and the City to consider.  With approximately $36,000 left in the project 
budget from the Public Facilities Authority, the City can consider adding any of the 
following items to take advantage of the 36% Grant from the State: 

 

o Replace Fluoride Chemical Feed System in Wellhouse No. 4 ($17,090) 
▪ The upgraded feed system would be similar to the system just installed in Well 

No. 5 and would consist of the following: 

• Break tank and wall bracket 

• Tubing 

• Two Watts & Marlow Pumps 

• Fluoride Tank 
o Replace Flow Meter in Wellhouse No. 4 ($15,800) 

▪ The current propeller style flow meter would be replaced with a more accurate 
Mag Meter similar to the meter in Wellhouse No. 5 to improve accuracy and 
calibration. 

▪ The new meter would be wired into the controls system so reporting can be 
combined with the rest of the water system 

o New Operator Interface Touch Screen ($10,146) 
▪ Would replace the current Panel View 300 controller with a new 10” Operator 

Interface Touch Screen that would match the current panel in Wellhouse No. 5. 
o Replace Louvers/Exhaust Fans ($25,514) 

▪ Would replace the current air handling equipment in Wellhouse No. 4 to better 
address the lack of air movement within the building, which is leading to 
deterioration of the components in the wellhouse. 

 
Bullard made a motion to approve the change order items listed but will work with a local contractor on 
the replacement of the louvers/exhaust fans.  Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those in favor 
– Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow and Bullard with no members voting no.  MCU 
 

Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Bullard seconded. With a roll call vote, those in 
favor – Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow and Bullard with no members voting no.  MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Special Event Permit-Art of the Lakes Boat Races at Lions Park and Landing 

• Year-End Financial Report – Unaudited   

• Year-End Zoning Permit Report   
 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 

Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz 
 
 

 
Beer cooler expansion began Monday, February 6th, and should be finished Friday the 10th. We worked 
most of the day, Sunday the 5th, to clear the cooler and prepare for the refrigeration company. Due to 

Month – Jan 

Sales 96,740 + 8,921 + 10.1% 

Transactions 2943 + 231 + 8.5% 

Average Sale $32.87 + 0.49  

Gross Profit 30.37%   
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some measurement issues, we only have 10 cooler doors instead of the planned 12. I made some 
adjustments, and this won’t affect the overall layout. 
 
Freyholtz presented a quote from Custom Concrete Coating to do repairs and overlay the beer cooler.  
He checked with other companies and found that they were $7 to $9 per square foot with Custom 
Concrete Coating’s charging $6 per square foot.  Bullard made a motion to accept the bid from Custom 
Concrete Coating of $5040.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, those in favor – Christensen, 
DeMars, Quammen, Maslow and Bullard with no members voting no.  MCU 

 
Police Report – Todd Quaintance 
 
Accident-1050-MV-Rec Veh 1 

Alarm-Holdup 1 

Alarm-Panic 1 

Animal Call 2 

Assistance-Public 2 

Assistance 7 

Child Abuse/Neglect 1 

Child Custody Issues 1 

Disturbance 1 

Driving Complaint 1 

EMS-Injury Accident 1 

EMS-Medical 3 

EMS-Transport 1 

Fire-Control Burn 1 

Fire Call-Other 1 

Fire-Hazardous Material 1 

Info For Officers 1 

Lost & Found 1 

Mental Health 2 

Parking Comp/Privileges 1 

Prints Finger 1 

Records Check 1 

Resid/Busin/Area Checks 20 

Road/Street Hazard 1 

Scam 1 

School Assistance 11 

Suspicious Activity 4 

Traffic Stop Citation 2 

Unlock 4 

Vehicle Off Rd/non Rep Cr 1 

Warning-Traffic 29 

Welfare Check 2 

 
Public works Report – Chris Johnson  

• New sander has been purchased and is working great. 

• New cutting edges for the loader have arrived and have been installed. 
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• Public works have been busy with snow and general maintenance.   Will be working on NG 
training and spring preparation soon. 

• Preparing for MNOPS inspection in February. 

• Still working on year-end and first-quarter reports for MDH, MNOPS, DNR, MPCA, etc. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the sale of the 1998 Dodge One-ton at auction and to sell the older 
sander on sealed bids.  DeMars seconded.   With a roll call vote, those in favor – Christensen, DeMars, 
Quammen, Maslow and Bullard with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Administration Report – Val Martin 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) – January 2023 

• Was not able to attend  
Other Activities to note: 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Work on EDA annual meeting – send emails, postcards, etc., set up speakers and 

made plans for lunch, posted on social media, and sent a press release 
o Follow up information to businesses after social media class  
o Prepared and sent out an EDA survey 
o  EDA Annual Meeting 

• Planning and Zoning:  
o Continued work on CUP for Beach House CIC – coming in March 
o Work with another individual on a variance.  His application needed a lot more work.  

He took it back and will complete the required information and bring it back in. 
o  

• Budget work – input budgets into the accounting program, prepare coding sheets for staff 

• Budget report to the state and publication for the paper 

• Year-end journal entries 

• Update to Investment allocations for CIP funds for 2022 YE 

• Worked with Jade on the MPCA grant 

• Report of Outstanding Indebtedness 

• Census boundary and housing report 

• PD and Fire report completed and sent to the state 

• Several updates to the website for the new year 

• Meeting with a consultant regarding solar panels 

• Quarterly delinquent letters for certifications 

• Complete short-term rentals and send licenses 

• YE Financial report to council 

• Administrative assistant position – prepare items needed, met with the committee for scoring 
followed by interviews, and then follow-up phone calls and letters. 

• Review and make changes to Internal Controls Policy 

• EFT Policy 

• Complete grant with MN Dept of Health for pickleball courts 

• Complete the AARP grant for Pickleball courts. 

• Start working on strategic planning for Feb. 28th meeting. 

• Met with Tracy Ryan and Amy Baldwin (CDA) to discuss the youth center building. 

• Completed change of liquor license for ABC Restaurant. 
 

Maslow made a motion to approve the hiring of Jane Kelly as part-time.  Administrative Assistant at 
Grade 4, Step 3.  Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote, those in favor – Christensen, DeMars, 
Quammen, Maslow and Bullard with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
BLAFRA – Maslow reported. 
 
Lakes Area Community Center (LACC) – no report.  They have decided to sign a lease for the space 
at Hatchery Row. 
 
Art Advisory Committee – no report 
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EDA – report for annual meeting  and year in review.  Discussed the road closure on Henning and the 
use of Lincoln Ave.  Some items have to be loaded from Lincoln, depending on the situation.  The 
permit is good for 3 months and will be up for review at that time.  Some council members are 
concerned about the closure of Henning for much longer.     
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate:  October 2021:  $1.07; November 2021-$1.63; December 2021-$1.09; January-
$1.09; February-$1.15; March-$1.19; April-$1.10; May-$1.52; June - $1.60 July Rate - $1.66; 
August Rate - $1.51; September Rate - $1.66; October Rate - $1.64; November Rate $1.45; 
December Rate - $1.65; January 2023 Rate: $1.61; February 2023 Rate:  $1.57  

 
Changes to the Special Event Policy and Form were tabled.  Martin and Quaintance will work on an 
ordinance plus changes will need to be made to the Noise Ordinance with language “unless 
specifically authorized by. . . “   
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-02-14A Certification of Utilities to Property 
Taxes.  DeMars seconded.  With a roll call vote, those in favor – Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, 
Maslow and Bullard with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the EFT Policy as presented.  Bullard seconded.  MCU 
 
Bullard made a motion to approve the amendments to the Internal Controls Policy as presented.  
DeMars seconded.  With a roll call vote, those in favor – Christensen, DeMars, Quammen, Maslow and 
Bullard with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Council discussed changes to the Adjustment Policy for Utility Billing.  Martin will work on the changes 
and bring back to council for approval in March.   
 
Upcoming Meetings & Correspondence 

❑ Information from OTC – Moratorium for THC Edibles   
❑ Council Strategic Planning – February 28, 2023 – 7 pm 
❑ Council Meeting – Wednesday, March 15, 2023  – 7 pm 

 
Adjourn at 8:27 p.m.     
 
 
 
 __________________________________ Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 

 
 

 

 

NG Rates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Event 

Policy 

 

 

 

 

Past Due 

Utilities 

 

 

 

EFT Policy 

 

 

Internal 

Controls 

 

 

Utility 

Adjustment 

Policy 

 


