City of Battle Lake Council Meeting — February 11, 2025

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, February 11,
2025, with Council members Majorie Quammen, Derek Tysdal, and Ryan Christensen present. Council
member Don Maslow attended virtually due to medical issues. Also, present at City Hall were
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Police Chief, Eric Dison; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; City
Engineer, Jade Berube; and JJ Cline, City Attorney.

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Maslow made a motion to approve the agenda. Quammen
seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and
Bullard. MCU

Jade Berube, City Engineer
e Water Supply Planning:

e The planning grant for PFAS related water system improvements was fully executed last week. The
grant will be used to sample existing wells, test for potential contaminants and consider water supply
alternatives to replace Well Number 4.

e With the planning grant fully executed, a project scoping meeting will occur with City Staff over the
course of the next month to outline the potential options for the system. The proposed system
improvements will be a fluid process as water source investigation will dictate where the City’s best
options are available.

¢ While funding for the planning and design is being provided through the Minnesota Pollution Control
Agency, funding for the actual construction will be financed through the Minnesota Public Facilities
Authority (PFA). Due to the delay in receiving an executed agreement for the planning and design,
PFA will require that the design be submitted by March of 2026, to be eligible for funding during the
next cycle. It looks like the new well(s) will be about two years out. Some options were discussed if
we have PFAS issues with the current well.

e 2025 Street & Drainage Improvements:

e Design is in the process for the 2025 Street & Drainage Improvements with plans for Council
Approval at the March meeting. Below is a breakdown of the areas included in the 2025
improvement project:

= West Downtown Alley

= Henning Street Drainage Improvements

= South Jefferson Drainage Improvements

= Summit and Madison Surface Rehabilitation
= Bowman and Dunton Street Rehabilitation

The street committee met and will be working with the art committee on their project for the beautification of
the alley behind Boathouse/Stella’s, etc. They may ask for a delay in the paving, depending on the project.

Christensen asked about the quality of the sealcoating done last year. He feels the material did not stick
property and is sitting along the curbs. Berube will do some checking with the spring thaw.

Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Tysdal seconded. With a roll call vote,
those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU
Treasurer’s Report
e Treasurer’s Report
Claims List
Minutes
Extra Hours Report
Work Log Compilation
Special Event Permit — ComDel Company Fishing Tournament — June 7t — Use of Boat
Access and Lions Shelter
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Department Head Report

Month - January
Sales 87,981 - 9,755 - 9.9%
Transactions 2,736 - 374 - 12.0%
Average Sale $32.16 +0.73
Gross Profit 30.07%

Public Works Report — Trevor Meece
e Assisting MPCA with their PFAS study.
Working with Jade on the new well project.
Monthly reports for MDH & MPCA.
Year-end reports for MDH, MPCA, MNDNR, NPDES, MNOPS, and PHMSA.
Wellhead Protection Meetings
Laserfiche training
Water samples
Disaster Mitigation training by MRWA
Wastewater training by MRWA
Working on Zoning applications
e Ordering parts for Natural Gas installs
Christensen made a motion to approve the street lights at the lift stations as presented. Tysdal seconded. With a
roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU
Administration Report — Val Martin
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) — Meeting — Jan. 21/Feb. 5
e The County’s housing rebate program is complete with 104 applications over the length of the program.
e Otter Tail Tourism's social media impressions up 67% above last year. Website traffic was up 35%.
e City of Ottertail received a $240,000 childcare grant from DEED for a childcare center with the balance of
the funds coming from some large donors.
Pelican Rapids project — will be building three homes and selling them as they did in Battle Lake.
The empowered worker program has had good participation with referrals from many different programs.
The CDA discussed options or possible single-family homes in the future.
e Annual meeting in February with a presentation of the annual report.
Other Activities to note:
¢ Economic Development Authority.
o Arrangements for Annual Meeting
o Staff sent out New Years cards to businesses and nonprofits
o Arrangements for Community Roundtable
Wage study — Finalize numbers after council meeting
Complete active transportation application and submit
PFAs/Wellhead Protection Meeting
Work on Safe Routes to School App and submit
Fergus Falls Habitat housing project — help with preliminary plat, meeting to discuss possible grant and
funding opportunities
Homeland Security — Application for Safe room (storm shelter) meeting held, pre-application submitted
Report of outstanding indebtedness
Budget report to state and for publication
Pay equity report submitted
Laserfiche training
Meeting with Trevor/zoning
Lincoln project — paperwork for grant
Possible clean-up day — started working with Denzels
TriCity Meeting
Journal Entries
2025 Financials coding sheets for staff
Brownfield Rescape award application as per DEED staff.
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Battle Lake PD Calls for Service

January

2025

2024

2023

2022

2021

Alarm-Burglary

.

0

1

0

Alarm Holdup

Alarm Panic

Animal Call

Assistance

Assistance-Public

ATL - Warrant to Serve

Child Abuse / Neglect

Child Custody

City Ordinance

Monthly Highlights

e Quiet startto new year.
e Chief Dison was on Vacation
from 1/13 to 1/30.

Annual Calls for Service

Civil Dispute

Disturbance

Driving Complaint

Drug Information
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EMS-Injury Accident

—
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EMS-Medical

EMS - Transport

Extra Patrol

Name 2024 |2023 |2022
Chief Dison 600 0 0

Chief Quaintance 0 90 87
Off. Sweazey 416 439 388
Off. Wilson 131 819 623
Off. Estes 6 2 3

Off. Maher 0 1 70

Fire Call-Other

Fire-Alarm

Fire - Control Burn

Fire - Hazardous Material

Fire - Structure All

Harassment/Stalking

Info For Officers

Lost & Found

Med Alarm - Lifeline

Mental Health

Nuisance

Open Door/ Windows

Other Calls For Service

Parking Comp/Privileges

Phone Calls - Harrass ment/Obscene

Prints

Programs - Tours - Events

Records Check
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Resid/Busin/Area Checks 27 10 20 19
Road/Street Hazard 0 0 1 0
Runaway 0 0 0 0
Scam 0 0 1 0
School Assistance 14 12 11 1
School Bus Stop Arm A ctivation 0 0 0 0
School-Threats/Violence-Guns 0 0 0 0
Suspicious Activity 0 1 4 1
Theft/Fraud Rep 0 2 0 1
Traffic Stop Citation 0 3 2 2
Unlock 0 1 3 1
Vandalism 0 0 0 0
Vehicle Off Rd/non Rep Cr 0 0 1 0
Victim Notification 0 0 0 0
‘Warmning-Traffic 2 24 29 14 24
Welfare Check 0 2 2 1 0

Totals 75 88 106 79 69
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Economic Development — Annual meeting/Year in Review
BLAFRA — No report
LACC — No report

UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Natural Gas Rate: February 2024 Rate: $1.24; March 2024 Rate: $1.22 April 2024 Rate: $.1.19; May
2024 Rate: $.96; June 2024 Rate: $.93; July 2024 Rate: $.90; August 2024 Rate: $.92; September Rate
2024 Rate: $.91; October 2024 Rate: $.89; November 2024 Rate: $.94 December 2024 Rate: $1.11
January Rate: $1.10 February Rate: $1.14

2024 Pay Equity Submission was completed, reviewed and approved.

Information was distributed to the council regarding the request Ringdahl Ambulance made to the state
to downgrade their status and the type of service they provide. Bullard had spoken to Senator Jordan

Rasmusson and County Commissioner Kurt Mortenson about the situation. Rasmusson said they did

receive about $300,000 in additional aid last year. Council discussed concerns about transparency as
no financial information has been released and what concerns will there be for our citizens. Quammen
made a motion to send a letter of opposition with Bullard seconding. With a roll call vote, those voting

yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

New Business

Tysdal made a motion to add the three zoning inspections done after zoning permits are issued to Meece’s
Job Description. This was currently being done by a part-time individual and will fit into the schedule for
public works. Bullard seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen,
Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-02-111A Certification of Unpaid Utilities. Maslow
seconded the motion. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal,
Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Tysdal made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-02-11B Authorizing Application for Grant Navigation
Support for the City of Battle Lake. Bullard seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include
Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Tysdal made a motion to approve submitting applications to MN Housing for the Habitat for Humanity
Housing Development project. Bullard seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen,
Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-02-11C Calling Hearing on Abatement —
Hammer’s Duplex in Hidden Meadows. Maslow seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include
Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard. MCU

Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-02-11D Resolution Accepting Donations — Two
Benches — One in Memory of Kenneth G. Wicklund and One in Memory of Nancy Jonson Miller.
Tysdal seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow,
and Bullard. MCU

Martin, Freyholtz, Meece and Dison each went through a PowerPoint with descriptions of their departments
and Martin reviewing specifics of the City the roles of the council.

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE:
e Council Meeting — February 27, 2025 — Strategic Planning — Review of Comp Plan Items
e Council Meeting — WEDNESDAY, March 12, 2025

Adjourn 9:13 p.m. Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer

February 11, 2025 Battle Lake City Council - Page 4



