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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – January 14, 2025  
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 14, 
2025, with Council members Majorie Quammen, Derek Tysdal, and Ryan Christensen present. 
Council member Don Maslow attended virtually due to medical issues.     Also, present at City Hall 
were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; and JJ Cline, City Attorney, 
attending virtually. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda.  
Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, 
Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Visitors 
Griffin Peck, from West Central Initiative (WCI), provided information and analysis for possible 
solar power installation at City Hall and the Liquor Store.  WCI has been working on this project and 
invited several Cities to be part of a cohort led by WCI.  Being a part of the cohort assists cities with 
the analysis, possible low-interest loans if needed, possible grant opportunities, joint RFP, and 
guidance in filling out federal applications for reimbursements.  After additional discussion, Bullard 
made a motion to include Battle Lake in the solar RFP process through WCI for both City Hall and the 
Liquor Store.  This does not bind the City to move further on the project.  Quammen seconded.  With 
a roll call vote, those voting yes include Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  Christensen voted 
no.  Motion carried.  
 
Mallory Jarvi from West Central Initiative (WCI) was in attendance to encourage the council to 
approve applying for the update of the Safe Routes to School plan.  The last plan was done in 2013.  
The application is due on Friday.  There is no cost to the City.  This could help with the Active 
Transportation grant that will also be submitted on Friday.  After several questions were answered, 
Quammen made a motion to approve the submittal of the application with Bullard seconded.  With a 
roll call vote, those voting yes include Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  Christensen voted 
no.  Motion carried.   
 
Michael Burton, Gallagher attended virtually to answer questions regarding the wage study and 
recommendations that were presented.   

• The City is competitive overall, as stated in the study with a few changes that were 

suggested.   

• The step structure presented is different with new minimums and maximums.  Each 

employee was placed in the structure based on the next closest step to their recommended 

wage.   

• The 4% aged data was used due to the cost of labor and was not calculated as a cost-of-

living allowance.   

• Mr. Burton stated that adopting the new structure will keep them at a competitive level with all 

positions.   

• There were concerns about the need to adjust the Chief of Police’s salary.  This stems from 

the pay increase for the full-time officer’s pay, extremely narrowing the gap between the two. 

• Continued questions and conversation on whether to move to the new plan.  Martin 

presented an updated spreadsheet from last month with more information for the council and 

some corrected amounts in a few areas where there were typos.     

• Bullard made a motion to approve the new step plan as presented with the highlighted 

numbers and to review a cost-of-living allowance in June.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll 

call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  Tysdal 

voted no.  Motion carried.  Bullard made a motion to approve ½ step increase for public 

works employees for successfully passing water and wastewater licensing tests.  Maslow 
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seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, 

and Bullard.  Tysdal voted no.  Motion carried.   

Christensen made a motion to appoint Trevor Meece as zoning officer.  Quammen seconded.  With a 
roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 

 
 
Jade Berube, City Engineer 

• Water Supply Planning: 

• A wellhead protection plan meeting was held with City Staff, the Minnesota Department of 
Health, and the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency last week to discuss the potential 
contaminant sources as they relate to the PFAS contamination of Well Number 4. 

• We are still waiting for a schedule from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for the grant 
that will be used for the planning and design of the new water supply project for the city. A 
status update was requested during the meeting, and we are still waiting for a response. 

• The proposed water supply improvement project may also include coating improvements at 
the City’s water tower to utilize funds from the loan and grant program to assist with the 
project. Further discussion will occur when the planning and design commences to determine 
how to finance additional improvements. 
 

• Grant Application – Nature Trail: 

• The Alternative Transportation Grant is required to be submitted on Friday of this week. The 
grant, if received, will fund the construction of the trail from Olaf Avenue near the Child Care 
Center to Main Street near the intersection of Garfield Avenue and will include a crossing on 
County Highway 83. 

 

• 2025 Street & Drainage Improvements: 

• Design on the 2025 Street & Drainage Improvements is in process. The additional survey has 
been occurring recently, to pick up the remaining pieces following the initial review of the 
design drawings. The proposed project is anticipated to be ready for City Council review by 

the March City Council Meeting for phased construction throughout the 2025 season to limit 
impacts to project areas. 
 

Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Bullard seconded. With a roll call vote, 
those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
Treasurer’s Report   

• Claims List   
• Minutes as amended 

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Gambling Permit – Battle Lake Ducks Unlimited – April 25th at Creative Arts Center   

• Quarterly Financials  
 

Department Head Report 
 
Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz 

Month – December 

Sales 136,782 - 12,893 - 8.6% 

Transactions 3,724 - 325 - 8.8% 

Average Sale $36.73 - 0.24  
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Public Works Report – Trevor Meece 

• Assisting MPCA with their PFAS study. 

• Working with Jade on the new well project. 

• Monthly reports for MDH & MPCA. 

• Water and wastewater sampling. 

• First snowfall 
o It ended up snowing all day. 
o All was cleaned up the next day. 
o Andrew’s first-time doing snow removal. 

• Working on getting things ready for year-end reports. 

• Working on garage door quotes for the shop. This will be the last one needing replacement. 

• Two more benches were donated.  

• Working on equipment and shop maintenance. 

• Public Works Year in Review 
o 7 benches donated, totaling $10,500 in park improvements. 
o Old Settler’s Park playground donated, totaling $50,000 in park improvements. 
o 9 natural gas services were added, totaling 524 services. 
o 34,918,962 gallons of water pumped out of Well #5. 
o 131,423 gallons of water pumped out of Well #4. 
o 21,148,580 gallons of wastewater pumped at the Main Lift Station. 
o 22,200,000 gallons of wastewater pumped at the ponds for irrigation. 

 
Quammen made a motion to amend the Snow Removal Policy as presented.   Christensen 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, 
and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the low bid from Overhead Garage Door for a Garage door for 
the shop for $5361.10.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Administration Report – Val Martin 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA)  

• Not in attendance 
Other Activities to note: 

• Back after 6 weeks on medical leave 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Arrangements for Annual meeting 

• Wage study – Spent time adding information and reviewing numbers 

• Work on active transportation application 

• PFAs/Wellhead Protection Meeting 

• Work on Safe Routes to School App 

• Prep items for start of new year 
 

Gross Profit 30.98%   

Year 

Sales 2,392,272 - 6,628 - 0.2% 
Transactions 64,774 - 53 - 0.1% 
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Economic Development – Reviewed Minutes and Financials. 
 
BLAFRA – Reviewed minutes. 
 
LACC – Reviewed minutes. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate: February 2024 Rate:  $1.24; March 2024 Rate: $1.22 April 2024 Rate: $.1.19; 
May 2024 Rate: $.96; June 2024 Rate: $.93; July 2024 Rate: $.90; August 2024 Rate: $.92; 
September Rate 2024 Rate: $.91; October 2024 Rate:  $.89; November 2024 Rate: $.94 December 
2024 Rate: $1.11 January Rate: $1.10 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the summary publication for Chapter 2024-02 Ordinance to 
Regulate Cannabis Businesses.   Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes 
include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
New Business 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the 2024 wage numbers from the step/grade plan for the pay 
equity report.  Tysdal seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Personnel Policy changes tabled 

 
Quammen made a motion to approve the Mayor’s appointments, newspaper, City attorney, and 
website as presented.  Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-1-14-25A Appointing Official Depositories, 
Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, 
Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to set the meeting day & time for 2025 City Council meetings – 2nd and 
4th Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. – except March 11th, township election day, the meeting will be held 
Wednesday, March 12th, and November 11th which is Veterans Day – The meeting will be held 
Wednesday, November 12, 2025.  Quammen seconded. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include 
Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Tysdal made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-1-14-25B Accepting Donations for Playground 
Equipment.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Executive Summary of Written Plans for Health and 
Safety.   Tysdal seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, 
Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE:  

• Council Meeting - Council Training/Project Updates – January 28, 2025 7:00 p.m.  

• EDA Annual Meeting – Battle Lake Public School – February 6, 2025 - Noon 

• Council Meeting – FEBRUARY 11, 2025 

• Council Meeting – February 27, 2025 – Strategic Planning – Review of Comp Plan Items  
 
 
Adjourn 9:45  p.m.         __________________________________ Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


