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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – May 23, 2023
  
  
Mayor Richard Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, May 23, 
2023, with Council member Ryan Christensen attending. Marjorie Quammen attended virtually from 
her location at Staples Lakewood Health-49725 County 83, Staples, MN.  Absent were Julia DeMars 
and Don Maslow Also present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works 
Superintendent, Chris Johnson; Chief of Police, Todd Quaintance; Liquor Store Manager, Adam 
Freyholtz (attended virtually), and City Attorney, JJ Cline. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.  
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda. Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote 
members voting in favor, Quammen, Christensen and Bullard with no members voting no. 
 
Visitors 
Sara Boyum, Neverbetter, was in attendance to request approval for a commercial 
application to install a patio.  She is also requesting approval for an on-sale and Sunday 
liquor license.  Bullard made a motion to approve both requests, contingent on all 
requirements of each application being fulfilled.  Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote 
members voting in favor, Quammen, Christensen, and Bullard with no members voting no. 
 
Dan Ukkelberg, Battle Lake School instructor, along with two FFA students made a 
request to have a chicken coop on school property.   

• Requested it as an education exemption. 

• They would have twelve chicken total with 6 of them being meat birds and the others 

will be laying hens.  The meat birds will only be there for two months.  No roosters.  

Everything will be cleaned daily. 

• The council has denied allowing chickens in the past.  Christensen feels it is a good 

learning experience for the students.  Quammen had some concerns and students 

keeping up with the cleaning and if the chickens would attract other animals.  

Ukkelberg noted that the students have been taking care of 10 acres of garden for the 

last several years which continues to thrive. 

• Bullard suggested the council table until the June 13th meeting.  If the council wants to 

allow it, there may need to be a change to the ordinance. Quaintance will work on 

sample language.   

David Schroeder, Perks Coffee, was in attendance and requested approval for a small 
patio that would be on property already counted as impervious.  Bullard made a motion to 
approve with Christensen seconding.  With a roll call vote members voting in favor, 
Quammen, Christensen, and Bullard with no members voting no. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the consent agenda.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call 
vote members voting in favor, Quammen, Christensen, and Bullard with no members voting no 

• Claims List   

• Special Event Permit –Worship on the Lake (Bethel Battle Lake) July 16th and August 20th  

• Special Event Permit – Wenonga Days Parade (a change was made to the parade route)  

• Special Event Permit – Swimming Lessons  

 
Council tabled the certification of past due utilities and instructed Martin to send an amended letter 
stating that interest rates will start July 1, 2023 rather than January 1, 2024. .  She will also add any 
others to the list and send letters that fall under the timeline for the certification.  Christensen made a 
motion to only certify in the amount of $250 or more on past due utilities.  Quammen seconded.  
With a roll call vote members voting in favor, Quammen, Christensen, and Bullard with no members 
voting no. 
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The modified route for the Eucharistic Revival was distributed and the changes council approved 
had been made. 
 
Quaintance shared language with the council for a change to the special event ordinance.  This 
would only allow parades on Highway 78 during the yearly festival.  All others could cross the 
highway but not travel down it.  It will be presented at the next meeting for approval after it’s been 
posted. 
 
Bullard made a motion to approve the quote from American Legal Publishing to do a full re-
codification of the ordinances for $8,900.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote members voting 
in favor, Quammen, Christensen, and Bullard with no members voting no 
 
Martin presented the natural gas budget with a request to set a margin of $7.50 per MCF over the 
rate charged to us by Perham Natural Gas then divide the full amount by 10 to come up with the 
CCF for our customers.  Bullard made a motion to approve an update to the fee structure with this 
information.  Christensen seconded. With a roll call vote members voting in favor, Quammen, 
Christensen, and Bullard with no members voting no,  
 
Council tabled discussion on THC/cannabis sales in order to get more direction from the League of 
MN Cities.    Council tabled any decision of the sale of THC infused drinks in the liquor store.  The 
new legislation will impact the timing so more information is needed before making a decision. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the hiring of Jennifer “Paige” Steward as a part-time 
Administrative Assistant at PG 4, Step 3, contingent on a background check.  Quammen seconded.  
With a roll call vote members voting in favor, Quammen, Christensen, and Bullard with no members 
voting no. 
 

Next Council Meeting – June 13, 2023. 
 
Adjourn 8:20  p.m.   

 
 
 
 
 __________________________________  
Valerie Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


