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City of Battle Lake Council – July 23, 2019  
 
The Battle Lake City Council on Tuesday, July 23, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Battle Lake City Hall.   
Mayor Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council members Don Maslow, Marjorie 
Quammen, Ryan Christensen and John A. Salvevold present.   Also present were City Attorney, JJ 
Cline; Clerk/Treasurer-Economic Development Director, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Steve 
Seufert; Police Chief, Kent Kortlever; and City Engineer, Jade Berube.    
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the claims.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Craig and Josie Stich were in attendance to be a part of the camper dump discussion.  Craig recited 
their concerns on the continued use at this location:  sewage is left without being washed down and 
you’ll see kids riding bikes through that sewage; there is still an odor when campers are dumping; 
campers are there all hours of the day and night; they have concerns about safety with the trail being so 
close and they feel it is just not an appropriate site so close to a residential area, especially if the City 
would open it up every day.   
 
Council discussion on camper dump: 

 Can see it being a traffic issue 

 Campers should be dumping at the campground they are staying at 

 Is there another location? 

 The water and sewer committee will meet to discuss and bring back recommendations 
 
Two residents were in attendance complaining about a new lakeshore property owner on Summit 
Avenue that keeps an RV continually parked there.  He is not following regulations and moving the RV 
off after 10 days.  They have made complaints to Martin in the last couple of months.  Martin stated that 
she has followed through with the complaints and sent two e-mails letting him know he is in violation and 
also discussed this with the owner on the phone.  The last time was just 10 days ago.  Council asked 
that Attorney Cline, Martin and Kortlever follow through with the next steps and issue him a citation.  
Cline told the residents that this type of process can be time consuming and they may not see results 
right away. 
 
Maslow made a motion to allow Martin and Seufert the authority to approve the commercial zoning 
permit for the Cranston property.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Plans were set for the Community Fish Fry with all council members planning to attend and assist.  
Phone calls to encourage residents to come will be made on July 29

th
 and 31

st
 by council and Martin.  

Kelm will see if he can get on the radio to promote the event.  Martin will take care of press release, 
posters, etc. to promote.  We will tentatively plan for 100 people and should have a better idea after the 
phone calls are made.   
 
There was a discussion on doing an extended study to the visioning study.  Some grant funds might be 
available through WCI to assist in the cost.  Council decided to hold off and felt we didn’t need to do this 
yet. 
 
The deadline to discuss the DEED grant is coming up August 5

th
.  Unless there is a concrete plan in 

place, the City will need to relinquish the funds but can reapply with a future project. 
 
Quammen made a motion to accept the grant from Rural Development for Hatchery Row.  The amount 
is $99,000 for infrastructure and is a cost share program.  Funds need to be spent within a year but 
another year’s extension can be requested if there is a concrete plan in the works.  The requirements 
are based on assisting a new and emerging business.   



 
 

Battle Lake Council Meeting July 23, 2019 
 

 

RESOLUTION 2019-07-23a Resolution Making Certain Findings with Respect to 
Substandard Buildings and RESOLUTION 2019-0723b Resolution Approving the Terms 
of up to a $500,000 Interfund Loan in Connection with Proposed Tax Increment District 
8-1 were tabled. Council and Attorney Cline would like Traci Ryan to attend and explain the 
need for the resolutions.   
 
Quammen made a motion to get Phase II of the environmental study completed.  Maslow 
seconded.  MCU 
 
New Business 
 
Seufert reported that an old drain tile by Sand Bay has collapsed and is plugged.  He thinks 
that installing about 90 feet of culvert and some dirt work will take care of the situation.  If not 
fixed, it could cause flooding to some of the adjacent properties.  He does not have a price as 
it just happened but felt it was critical for the council to know about it.  Council members were 
in agreement that it needs to be repaired.  Seufert will take care of it. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Outdoor Liquor Permit for the Rusty Nail for July 
27th.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Martin informed the council that there was a lapse in the liquor liability insurance and general 
liability insurance for the month of June for the Battle Lake Oasis.  She received notice from 
the insurance company that their insurance had been cancelled, dated July 19, 2019.  After 
making a phone call to the owners, she received a certificate of insurance via e-mail a couple 
hours later with a start date of 7/1/2019.  She confirmed with the insurance agent that they 
were uninsured the month of June.  This is against City code and the council has a right to 
suspend or revoke their license or impose a fine.  Council was in agreement that they need to 
attend the next council meeting to explain why their insurance lapsed.  Attorney Cline will send 
the letter. 
 
Mayor Kelm brought up the Special Event Permit that the Prospect House received for firing 
the cannon and the requirements the council imposed on the permit.  He said he has not seen 
the times of the cannon firing advertised and felt they should not be allowed to do it.  Council 
spent some time discussing the permit and how the requirements were worded.  The council 
did not include any specifics on how it needed to be advertised in the terms of the permit.   
There was a discussion that they could get the information out before Saturday.  Kelm feels 
that neighbors within 1000 feet of the Prospect House should be notified of the cannon 
shooting for next year.   
 
After final discussion, it was decided that Chief Kortlever will contact Abby Johnson to make 
sure there is some advertising done to get the times out – possibly on Facebook, their sign, 
posters, etc.   
 
 
 
Adjourn 9:12 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
 


