
 
 

Battle Lake City Council – June 22, 2021     Page 1 
 

City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – June 22, 2021  
 
NOTICE WAS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Battle Lake will hold a regularly 
scheduled meeting on June 22, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at Battle Lake City Hall. In accordance with the 
requirements of Minn. Stat. Section 13D.021, the Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting was not 
practical or prudent because of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Chapter 12 of the 
Minnesota Statutes.  Because of the Emergency Declaration it was determined that attendance at the 
regular meeting location by members of the public or council is not feasible.  Therefor, members of the 
council or public may attend electronically.       
 
Mayor Richard Bullard called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council members Maslow, 
Christensen and DeMars attending.   Attending via zoom was Marjorie Quammen.  Also present at 
City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; JJ Cline, City Attorney; and Chief of Police, Todd 
Quaintance.   Attending via zoom was Liquor Store Manager, Adam Freyholtz.   Several visitors were 
in attendance in person.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the agenda. Bullard seconded.  MCU 
 
Visitors 
Dean Birkeland was in attendance to present the audit report.   

• The City received a clean, unmodified opinion which is the best opinion you can get. 

• A single audit was required for 2020 because of federal funding received from the 
construction project. There was a clean opinion on this as well. 

• Birkeland reviewed specific financial information for all the funds. 

• Enterprise funds did well, especially Liquor Store. 

• Two findings on this report, which have been the same in the past and usually occur in Cities 
our size due to financial constraints and a cost benefit concern.  Segregation of Duties was 
the first and preparation of financial reports was the second.  This does not mean the City 
does not have good internal controls but in fact, the City has very good internal controls.  We 
do not have the staff to separate the duties and there is no one on staff that would prepare a 
financial statement similar to the audit report that Carlson SV prepares. 

• Birkeland stated they encountered no difficulties with staff and commended staff on their 
assistance and the work they do throughout the year.   
 

Quammen join the meeting via Zoom. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the 2020 audit report as presented.   DeMars seconded.  With a 
roll call vote, Bullard, Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted yes with no members 
voting no.   
 
Hatchery Row Infrastructure 
Jade Berube was in attendance to discuss the bidding for the Hatchery Row infrastructure.  He sent 
out plans to six contractors and received one bid from Sellin’s Construction for $164,396.  Part of this 
project is being financed with the USDA Rural Development grant of $99,000.  They have a deadline 
of July 25th to spend the funds, but it is not clear if there is some flexibility of this date.  Berube was 
not able to get ahold of the RD contact prior to this meeting to find this out.  Christensen made a 
motion to proceed and award the contract subject to time flexibility from USDA Rural Development.   
Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, Bullard, Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted 
yes with no members voting no.   
 
DeMars made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda as follows with Maslow seconding.  With a 
roll call vote, Bullard, Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted yes with no members 
voting no.   

• Claims   

• Approval of Gambling License – DU Spring Migration - September 16th at Stub’s  

• Special Event Permit – Art of the Lake Plein Air – Halvorsen Park on September 25  
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• Special Event Permit – 542 Foundation 5K and 10K   

• Gambling Permit – Battle Lake Sporting Club Raffle – February 12, 2022  

• Gambling Permit – Gathering of the Airplanes – September 4, 2021   

• Special Event Permit – Swimming Lessons, July 19-23, and July 26-30 at Public Beach Across 
from Lions – Battle Lake Community Education  

• Special Event Permit – Gathering of Airplane – September 4, 2021  
 
Unfinished Business  
 
Maslow Variance Request 
Council members had voted at the last meeting to reconsider the decision on the variance request for 
Maslow’s/Schroeder until this meeting when all council members would be available.  David Schroeder was 
available via zoom.  Martin read the following email from Mr. Schroeder:   
 

Thanks for your time and effort trying to help me bring my business to Battle Lake. Attached is an 
illustration of the alternate location for our Perks Coffee & Tea building.  
  
This alternate location, closer to the existing buildings, is not feasible. As shown in the image, it 
would block the welding shop entrance with the coffee shop driveway. The 3rd car in line at the 1st 
window would block entrance into the parking lot for the hair salon customers and the welding shop 
customers. It would also block the employee entrance driveway into the back of the building to the 
south of the welding shop. I spent an afternoon on location with Mr. Maslow and consulting with 
Comstock Construction. We located the pins for the property. There is not adequate room beside 
or behind the welding shop to turn around without driving on the drain field of the Maslow property 
or the property to the south. 
  
The request for variance for impervious surface seems to be reasonable based on the liquor store 
property to the north, which exceeds my request, and the impervious surface of the property to the 
south, which is well in excess of the liquor store impervious surface. 
  
 It also appears there is no consistently applied standard for a setback from the highway 78 right of 
way, based on the various setbacks on buildings nearby. 
  
 I am hoping to preserve access and parking for the existing businesses on the property, so we do 
not adversely affect the value of the property. 
  
I am asking that the same standards be applied to my request as those of the neighboring 
properties and I would like to continue with my variance request as initially placed.  
  
Thank you for your time!  
 

Martin reminded council that they needed to consider the request for variance first and base their 
decision on the Findings of Fact.   If there is a no vote, the record needs to reflect the reason for the 
no vote.  Christensen made a motion to approve the variance request.  DeMars seconded.   With a 
roll call vote, Bullard, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted yes with no members voting no and 
Maslow abstaining from the vote.   
 
The commercial application was presented for the Perks Coffee Shop. Police Chief Quaintance had 
no concerns with traffic with the plan.  Size of the building itself has not been determined and 
Schroeder hoped for a little flexibility.  The set-back from the right-of-way would remain the same but 
he would like flexibility for set-backs on the north side of the property and would be between 30 feet 
and 40 feet from the property line.  DeMars made a motion to approve the commercial application as 
presented and allow Schroeder the flexibility for the north set-back to be somewhere between 30 and 
40 feet from the property line.  Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, Bullard, Christensen, 
DeMars and Quammen voted yes with no members voting no and Maslow abstaining from the vote.   
 
Cities are now allowed to go back to their normal utility shut-off procedure.  Christensen made a 
motion to approval going back to the normal utility shut-off procedure.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll 
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call vote, Bullard, Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted yes with no members voting 
no.  Martin said that utility customers up for disconnection will get ample warning and will be given the 
option of setting up a payment plan.   
 
DeMars made a motion to approve the lease agreement for Lot 11 at the airport to Jerry Hentges.  
Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, Bullard, Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted 
yes with no members voting no.  
 
Martin reported that Tim Deal was interested in constructing another hangar to lease out for short 
term to pilots that do not own a hangar.   Bullard made a motion to allow a sub-lease for a new 
hangar.  Council will have to approve the sublease prior to building and the building must be used to 
house planes and not as a storage unit.  Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, Bullard, 
Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted yes with no members voting no.   
 
Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-06-22A Request ARPA Funds.  Quammen 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, Bullard, Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted yes with 
no members voting no.   
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-6-22B Removal of Parcel from TIF 8-1.  
Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, Bullard, Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted 
yes with no members voting no.   
 
Maslow made a motion to increase the camper dump fee to $10.  DeMars seconded.  With a roll call 
vote, Bullard, Maslow, Christensen, DeMars and Quammen voted yes with no members voting no.   
 
Christensen wanted the council to consider regulating VRBO’s in the future.  This will be researched 
and put on a future agenda. 
 

Notices/Announcements: 

• July 13, 2021 – 5:30 p.m. – Council/EDA Joint Meeting 

• July 13, 2021 – 7:00 p.m. – Council Meeting 
 
    
Adjourn 7:58 p.m.   
 
 
 __________________________________ Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


