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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting June 11, 2019   
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, June 11, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Battle Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council 
members Don Maslow, Marjorie Quammen, Ryan Christensen and John A. Salvevold present  Also 
present were Attorney Dorothy Bradley in place of JJ Cline; Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Police Chief, 
Kent Kortlever; Adam Freyholtz, Liquor Store Manager; Public Works Technician, Chris Johnson; Public 
Works Superintendent, Steve Seufert and Jade Berube, City Engineer.  Other people were also in 
attendance from the community. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda. Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Visitors 
 
Consideration of Conditional Use Permit – McCoss Property presented by Pat Morstad of Precision 
Landscaping.  David J. McCoss, Trustee at 535 Summit St. East is requesting a Conditional Use Permit for 
work within the shore impact zone and behind the impact zone.  The request is to remove the ice ridge by the 
lake; leave existing trees at the lake; pull this area back from the water’s edge to level lot area; and put soil on 
to create a medium for turf to grow.  They will use erosion control blankets and hydro-seeding to establish 
turf.  They will remove approximately 15 to 18 trees and stumps to aide in leveling this 70 foot area.  The 
leveling is done for ease of use and accessibility for recreation.  Soil to be brought in is approximately 200 
yards of screened soil for turf establishment.  Silt fence will be used at the beach area. 
 
Morstad presented the application with the following points: 

 It’s a vacant lot 

 The owner wants to pull the ice ridges back and level out some of the area but there will still be some 
natural contour 

 Several trees outside of the shore impact zone will be removed 

 Silt fence will be used along the shoreline 

 Erosion control blankets will be used for stabilization and the area will be hydro-seeded 
There was a review of the Planning Commission hearing/minutes followed by council discussion: 

 The Planning Commission met on-site to view the project and held the hearing following the on-site 
review. 

 It was noted that adjacent property owners, Jim and Jenny Jensen, were at the hearing to discuss 
their concerns about storm water going onto their property.  They would like to see a retention area.  
Martin stated that Mrs. Jensen spoke with her earlier today and is happy with the Planning 
Commission’s recommendation. 

 There needs to be some work on the adjacent (west) property (about 25 feet) owned by Cary and  
Kari Knudson, to match with what’s being done on the McCoss property.  The property owner 
presented notarized paperwork to the City with their approval.   

 The contractor will be using approximately 200 yards of fill to add about 4 to 6 inches of soil within the 
project area.  If the contractor  wants to use additional fill outside the shore impact zone, he can use 
up to 300 yards without a permit.   

Findings of Fact: 
1. Will the requested use create an unreasonably excessive burden on existing streets or other utilities?   

No, as there will be assistance of some water retention controls. 
2. Is the requested use in any way incompatible with surrounding areas?  No, it should help the slow-

down the stormwater drainage 
3. Will the intended use have an appearance that will unreasonably, adversely affect nearby properties?  

No, it will be an improvement 
4. Will the intended use create an unreasonably, adverse effect because of noise, odor, glare or general 

unsightliness, for nearby property owners?  No, it will be an improvement 
5. Is the intended use, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, reasonably related to the existing land 

use and environment?  Yes 
6. Is the intended use consistent with the Battle Lake Land Use Ordinance?  Yes 
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Maslow made a motion to approve the CUP with the following conditions that were recommended by the 
Planning Commission:  The contractor must create a natural swale to keep water off the east side and within 
the project area to help control water run-off to the adjacent property.  The contractor will need to get written 
permission from the owner at 533 Summit to do the additional work (about 25 feet) that has the same type of 
damage to match the work he is doing (this has been done).  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Jake Huebsch from Sourcewell was present to discuss a proposal for planning and zoning assistance to 
review the City’s current zoning ordinances.  Martin stated that even though Planning Commission and 
Council made changes about four years ago, there are a number of items in the ordinances that are not clear 
or are not addressed.  They can also provide services on an hourly basis for assistance on zoning 
applications.   They can also assist with enforcement of the zoning ordinances. Martin stated that she is not 
asking for Sourcewell to do her job but having a zoning expert help with contentious/difficult applications 
would make the process smoother.  Huebsch’s presentation: 

 He provided general information about Sourcewell.  They are a service coop such as Lakes Country 
Service Coop that the City of Battle Lake is a member of.  They provide services such as zoning, 
outside of their region, as Lakes Country does not have this service.  They also have a very large 
coop purchasing program that helps bring the costs down on this type of service. 

 They currently have contracts with 20 to 25 cities.   

 They charge $60/hour and do not charge travel time.  The proposal for review of the zoning ordinance 
was for $2400 or less.  Huebsch asked that the City consider working on the review of ordinance in 
the late fall or winter due to the number of other projects that usually go on in the summer.   

 Attorney Bradley asked about liability insurance coverage.  Huebsch said he can forward the 
language from their contract to Martin.  They do have three attorneys on staff.   

 
Council decided to table this decision and asked Martin to call some of the cities Sourcewell works with and to 
also provide Sourcewell’s contract language to the City Attorney for review.   
 
Mikel Olson from Otter Tail County HRA was present to discuss the Small Cities grant and reuse of 
commercial funds that were paid back from the sale of a business.   The bank has made a request to utilize 
the funds for the roof repair on the bakery building that they have purchased.  Olson checked with DEED to 
make sure this is a legal use of the available funds and found that it is.   Normally, applications are not 
reviewed by the council but he wanted to get the council’s opinion on this project as it is owned by the bank.   
Several discussion items were noted: 

 It is not a foreclosure but a direct purchase by the bank 

 Would there be a kick-back from the residents as the bank owns the property? 

 The property is in tough shape and the funds will be used to clean up a property right on the main 
thoroughfare.   

 There are no other requests from other commercial properties for the funds other than paving which 
is not grant eligible. There are also no income restrictions.   

 The program calls for a 70% grant to 30% owner’s match. 

 Council discussed some stormwater issues on this property that needs to be taken care of. 

 Christensen made a motion to approve the use of grant funds for the bakery building owned by the 
bank contingent on the bank taking care of the storm water issues with a plan approved by the City 
Engineer.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 

 
Water/Sewer Project 
Jade Berube, Apex Engineering, was in attendance to give an update on the upcoming water/sewer 
project: 

 We are still waiting approval from the County, State and MPCA.  Agencies are taking longer 
than normal for approval and we are not ready for bidding yet. 

 The County is working on platting Lake Shore Drive as a large portion of the road is easement. 

 Council discussed the delay in the project and how many community activities have been 
delayed due to the upcoming project.  The council felt it was important to let the community 
know about the delay and the proposed schedule.  Berube will compose a press release that 
can be put in the paper, on social media and sent to those property owners that made a request 
for updated information. 
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Hidden Meadows: 

 Two bids were received with the low bid coming in at $68,629.08 and the additive bid for sewer 
at $4,500.08.  The added project is to get a sewer main into the right-of-way for the property to 
the south of Hidden Meadows so they will not have to cut into the pavement.  Water is available 
without having to go through this process.   

 The council discussed financing the project and whether to sell bonds through the MRWA 
program or to finance the project with City funds.  Martin said that funds available for future 
street repairs are close to $350,000 but several projects need to be completed in the next few 
years.   If we do not have enough funds in streets, there are some other funds that we can 
borrow from.  Salvevold made a motion to fund the project with City funds.  Quammen 
seconded.  MCU 

 Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-06-11A in the Matter of Accepting 
Bids and Calling for an Assessment Hearing for Proposed Assessments for 
Improvements to Hidden Meadows Drive, Battle Lake, Minnesota.  Salvevold seconded.   
Mayor Kelm called for a roll call vote with Christensen, Quammen, Salvevold, Kelm and Maslow 
voting yes and no members voting no.  MCU 

 The council was in consensus to include the sewer additive portion in with the project at the City’s 
expense Berube will include this in the next resolution which will be prepared for July’s council 
meeting.   

 
Consent Agenda: 

o Treasurer’s Report- Noted that the cash report received in the initial packet was incorrect and 
a revised report was submitted by Martin. 

o Claims List totaling $331,797.83 
o Minutes   
o Extra Hours Report   
o Public Works/Administration Hourly Distribution  
o Special Event Permit for Swimming Lessons July 8 – July 19   
o Special Event Permit – Wenonga Days 5K/10K on July 27  
o Special Event Permit – Prospect House Civil War Celebration – Firing of the Cannon 

Approval of $500 donation for Wenonga Days and three porta-potties  
o Special Event Permit – Wenonga Parade and Craft Fair   
o Special Event Permits for Lion’s Club at Lions’ Park  

 June 17
th
 Lions Picnic Meeting  

 July 27
th
 Wenonga Parade Food Stand 

 July 28
th
 Wenonga Pancakes 

 August 10
th

 Art of the Lakes/White Cane Day (Railroad Park & Various Locations) 
 August 19

th
 Senior Citizen Fish Fry  

 August 29
th

 – Pillow Cleaning 
Council discussed the Special Event Permit for the Prospect House’s shooting of the cannon.  Council 
decided that they should set parameters for this event to be the same as last year and to also provide 
the City with the times the cannon is shot and to also advertise the time.  Salvevold made a motion to 
approve the consent agenda with provisions for the Special Event permit for the Prospect House. 
Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Liquor Store Report:  Freyholtz presented the report.  Sales were up .6% for May over last year and overall 
sales for the year are up 5.4% over last year.  It was noted that the financial report was the incorrect month 
and a report for both May and June will be presented next month.  Freyholtz stated that the new employees 
are doing well.  Council member Christensen made the comment that the liquor store in very well organized 
and extremely clean in comparison to other municipals.  Freyholtz gave a lot of the credit to assistant 
manager, Jack Uselman as he is very particular and keeps on top of it.  
 
Police Report:  Kortlever provided a report of activities for the month of May.  The last candidate for the part-
time position did not meet the background standards for the position.  Kortlever will make the schedule work 
with the staff he has but he and Officer Sweazey may end up with a little overtime to cover the schedule when 
part-time help is not available.  Kortlever has sent out 13 letters for residents that need to clean up their 
property.   Council requested an update on the building owned by Tom Gibson that is supposed to be 
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removed.  Kortlever reported that Gibson is working with a contract (Don Schmidt) and Kortlever will call him 
to get an idea when it might get done. 
 
Public Works Report:   

 The busy summer has started 

 Streets have been seal-coated and gravel streets have had chloride applied 

 The parks are looking good 

 Seufert reported that a property owner who received a line for natural gas when the project first 
started but has not hooked up any of his home to the natural gas spoke with him.  He is still using LP 
and told Seufert he is not intending on switching to natural gas and does not want to pay the base 
rate.  He would like the infrastructure removed.  Council was in consensus that it is the policy of the 
council to bind residents to the contract they signed.  This was reviewed and discussed several 
months ago with council determining that the contract must be followed.  Seufert can relay this 
information to the property owner.   

 Seufert reported that there are some stormwater issues in the area where the Water Station 
Apartment’s stormwater pond is located.  He feels putting some rock on the north side can help 
reduce the problems.  Council agreed that he should get some pricing on this. 

 
Administration Report: 
Martin presented a report for the council on her time served on the West Central Initiative (WCI) Board and 
the Otter Tail County Community Development Authority (CDA) Board.    
 
Battle Lake Motor Patrol:  The annual meeting was held last night.  Christensen reported that the full-time 
employee has still been within his probation period and at the meeting last night they decided to terminate this 
employee.    Mark Foss will fill in and they are going to advertise the position again with applications due on 
July 15

th
.  The board discussed removing some overhead and entrance doors in the building.   They’ll 

continue to work on this. 
 
BLAFRA:  Maslow reported.   The BLAFRA Board did not accept the City’s offer of $1,000 for the old tanker 
truck and voted to offer it to the City for $4,500.  Christensen made a motion to offer BLAFRA $250 for the old 
tanker truck.  Maslow seconded.  MCU   
 
LACC:  Minutes received. 
 
Tri-City Housing:  Martin reported.   
 
Economic Development Authority:  Martin reported.   
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
Hatchery Row – Martin reported that the developer would like to meet with Traci Ryan, the City Council and 
EDA on Wednesday, June 26

th
.  A quorum of the Council is available and Martin will contact the EDA 

members, Attorney Cline and Attorney Jensen to see who will be available.  Once she receives a confirmation 
that the attorneys can attend, she will send out an e-mail to everyone.   
 
Martin reported that the City received approval for a grant application from PartnerSHIP 4Health for:  a bike 
fix-it station; a sharrow stencil and paint; two benches for the trail and signage funds that will be used for a  
Glendalough Map/Information sign with “Trail Parking” down by the school.   
 
The awards ceremony for the Bicycle Friendly Community was held last night at Lions Park with a nice turn 
out of people.  Natalie Gille from Minnesota Bicycle Alliance presented the award to Mayor Kelm and a meal 
was served by the Battle Lake Lions Club.   
 
New Business: 
EDA Commissioners Jeff Drake and Sara Boyum have resigned.  Maslow made a motion to accept their 
resignations and to appoint new Battle Lake School Superintendent, Darren Kern to replace Drake.  
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Salvevold seconded.  MCU The EDA will provide a recommendation for the replacement of Sara 
Boyum. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Outdoor Dance Permit for Shoreline Restaurant to be held in 
their parking lot.  Naumann has met with Chief Kortlever and Kortlever has no concerns with the permit.  
Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Council agreed that the zoning ordinance needs to be reviewed regarding campers/fish houses after a 
discussion after a recommendation from Martin.    There are more and more requests for use of 
campers and there are a number of campers that have been on lots for many years. It needs to be 
determined how the planning commission and council would like it handled.  Martin was instructed to 
review each situation on a case-by-case basis; and take care of any new issues. 
 
A letter was received from Andrew Broughton requesting a credit on his bill after watering grass for a 
project where he had to replace his service line.  After discussion, Quammen made a motion to deny his 
request.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Notices/Announcements: 

 Open House for Jeff Drake – Thursday, June 13
th
 7:30 to 9:00 a.m. at Shoreline 

 Next Council Meeting – June 26
th
 (tentative special meeting) at 7:00 p.m.  

July Council Meeting - July 9, 2019 at 7 p.m.  

 Community Fish Fry – August 7
th
 

 Staff/Council Fish Fry – August 22
nd

 
  

Adjourn 9:55 p.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
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