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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting May 14, 2019   
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Battle Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council 
members Don Maslow, Marjorie Quammen, Ryan Christensen and John A. Salvevold present  Also 
present were City Attorney, JJ Cline; Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Police Chief, Kent Kortlever; Public 
Works Superintendent, Steve Seufert and Jade Berube, City Engineer.    Members from the EDA 
present were Randy Dorn, Sara Boyum, with Don Maslow and Gene Kelm as council representatives.  
Other people were also in attendance from the community. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda. Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Joint EDA and Council Meeting was Called to Order 
Dorn discussed the Cranston property that is part of the Hatchery Row project.  This project calls for a 
swap of property with a $25,000 payment for the owner to move the building or re-build it.  The owner 
lives in Wisconsin and is available this summer to work on moving the building over to the lot that is 
being sub-divided.  Dorn suggested it was important that we get the switch done as soon as possible.  
Randy made a motion for the EDA to execute the purchase agreement with Cranston’s.  Boyum 
seconded.  MCU  With all EDA members present voting yes.  Maslow made a motion for the council to 
approve the EDA’s execution of the purchase agreement with Cranston’s.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 
Christensen made a motion to start the platting process for the lot needed with the switch.  Salvevold 
seconded.  Joint EDA/Council meeting adjourned with Dorn and Boyum leaving. 
 
Visitors 
Sharri Martyn from Rustic Lilly submitted a request for a commercial permit.  She would like to purchase 
a lot on Lake Avenue and will bring in an airstream trailer that has been revamped to accommodate a 
women’s clothing, accessories, gifts boutique.    She plans to do some landscaping and make it look 
very professional.  She will be open Memorial Day to Labor Day, seven days a week.   She may keep 
the camper parked over the winter in the lot but would move it towards the back of the lot.  Christensen 
made a motion to approve the permit.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Chris Green asked if the council would consider putting a garbage container at the old Youth Center.  
Kids still use the outside equipment and leave trash there.  As Bethel Church owns the property, council 
felt they should take care of it.  Martin will contact them. 
 
Mikel Olson from HRA was in attendance to discuss the upcoming community fish fry.  August 7

th
 from 

6:00 to 7:30 was set as the date.  Full menu will be determined at a later date.  It will be held in the 
parking lot across from the LACC.  We want to encourage people who either live here year-round or 
those that live here more than the live in a winter home to fill out a survey for the Small Cities rehab 
grant.  We want to gather as many surveys as possible even if people don’t qualify.  It can help with the 
application.  He will bring several staff members to assist and answer questions.  Olson will do a press 
release, posters and a mailing will be used to get the information out.  Council, City Attorney and Staff 
will also make phone calls to encourage residents to attend. 
 
Mikel Olson informed the council that the Williams Company sold and they paid the obligation for the 
commercial rehab grant.  It will be about $14,000 and can be used for another commercial property.  
The bank has made a request to help pay for the roof at the old bakery building.  They will be making 
office spaces inside the building.  Olson is checking to see if this would be legal.   
 
Water/Sewer Project 
Jade Berube, Apex Engineering, was in attendance to give an update on the upcoming water/sewer 
project: 

 Plans have been approve by MDH and we are waiting for approval from MPCA. 

 Plans have been submitted to the County with comments expected this week. 

 MnDOT review will commence after County review. 

 Once the reviews are complete, we can clarify timeframe for bidding. 

 Highway 78 permits are expected mid-June.   
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Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-05-14B Resolution for Parallel Parking Only.  
Salvevold seconded.  Mayor Kelm called for a roll call vote with Christensen, Quammen, Salvevold, 
Kelm and Maslow voting yes and no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-05-14C Approving County Project with 
Corporate Limits.   Salvevold seconded.  Mayor Kelm called for a roll call vote with Christensen, 
Quammen, Salvevold, Kelm and Maslow voting yes and no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-05-14D Approving Plans and Ordering Bids 
for Hidden Meadows.  Quammen seconded.  Mayor Kelm called for a roll call vote with Christensen, 
Quammen, Salvevold, Kelm and Maslow voting yes and no members voting no.  MCU 
 
The council discussed options available to get a water/sewer stub in the right-of-way outside of the 
paved area for the property located just south of Hidden Meadows.  This would save someone $5000 or 
so if they don’t have to open up the pavement to get at the services.  There are a couple issues with 
bringing in the service from the west as the elevation is not right and may require a lift station.  There 
are some options available that would require an easement from one of the property owners.  This was 
tabled so someone could discuss the possibility of an easement with the property owners.   
 
 Christensen made a motion to approve the consent agenda: 

 Treasurer’s Report   
Claims List totaling $256,595.71 

 Minutes  
 Extra Hours Report   
 Public Works/Administration Hourly Distribution  
 Gambling Permit – Battle Lake American Legion Raffle on July 28, 2019  
 Special Event Permit for Ag Country – Use of Lions Park on July 23, 2019  
 Gambling Permit for Battle Lake Sporting Club Ice Fishing Contest- February 8, 2020  
 Special Event Permit for Battle Lake Lions – West Battle Lake Walleye Tournament on Jun 15

th
 and 16

th  
 

Special Event Permit – Turtle Races on Thursday Mornings   
Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Liquor Store Report:  A written report was presented.  Sales were up 19% for April over last year and overall 
sales for the year are up 9.3% over last year.  
 
Police Report:  Kortlever provided a report of activities for the month of April.    
 
Public Works Report:   

 Seufert presented a municipex water pipe to the council that he would like to use in the new project.  
The material is a little more expensive than poly but also costs much less than copper and will last 
longer.  Council agreed and Berube will put in the bid documents. 

 Seufert received quotes from two different entities for porta-potties with Barry’s Rentals coming in 
cheaper at $825 for all porta-potties needed.  Christensen made a motion to approve.  Maslow 
seconded.  MCU 

 Public Works has tried to get more than one quote for seal-coating.  They have requested quotes from 
Aztec three times and they have not submitted a quote.  Morris Seal Coat is used by the County and 
other entities in the area and have been recommended by other contractors.  Christensen made a 
motion to accept the bid from Morris Seal Coat with the additional fog seal at $78,070.  Maslow 
seconded.  MCU 

 Maslow made a motion to approve the lowest bidder, Ness Backhoes, to do some reshaping, ditch 
and dirt work as presented.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 

 
Administration Report: 
Martin presented a report for the council on her time served on the West Central Initiative (WCI) Board and 
the Otter Tail County Community Development Authority (CDA) Board.    
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the hiring of Tamara Olson at Pay Grade 4, Step 2.  Christensen 
seconded.  MCU 
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Battle Lake Motor Patrol:  Meeting will be next Monday. 
 
BLAFRA:  Maslow reported.   
 
LACC:  no report.  The meetings have been changed to the 3

rd
 Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. 

 
Tri-City Housing:  Kelm and Martin reported.   
 
Economic Development Authority:  Martin reported.   
 
Emergency Management:  Kortlever reported. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
Hatchery Row – No news 
 
A staff/council fish fry is scheduled for August 22

nd
 at 6:00 p.m. at Sand Bay Park.  It will be potluck and will 

include planning commission and EDA members as well. 
 

New Business: 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-05-14A Resolution Requesting 
Comprehensive Road and Transit Funding.  Salvevold seconded.  Mayor Kelm called for a roll call 
vote with Christensen, Quammen, Salvevold, Kelm and Maslow voting yes and no members voting no.  
MCU 
 
Council received follow-up information from this year’s Loss Control visit.  No recommendations were 
made. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the Ice Damage Policy for 2019.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve waiving the natural gas rental deposit for Tiny Tykes.   The Battle 
Lake Youth Center, LLC owns the building and has signed off that they will be responsible for any 
natural gas fees that don’t get paid by Tiny Tykes.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the Wine/3.2% liquor license for Lake Dog Deli.  Salvevold 
seconded.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Outdoor Liquor and Special Event permits for BL Block Parties to 
be scheduled for June 13

th
 – Rusty Nail,  July 18

th
 – Shoreline and August 15

th
 – Boathouse & to allow 

LACC use of street one each of those dates.  The permits are contingent on appropriate insurance and 
paperwork requirements.  Council will also waive the fee but the business must take care of the garbage 
from the event and clean-up everything when the event is complete.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve an Outdoor Liquor Permit for DanceBARN on July 27

th
 and to 

waive the fee.  Salvevold seconded.  
 
Martin will work with the ordinance committee to revisit the Outdoor Liquor Permit requirements.  Some 
changes may need to be made. 
 
Kelm attended a MnDOT meeting in Detroit Lakes regarding right-of-way requirements and some 
possible changes in the future. 
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Notices/Announcements: 

 Thank you from Prospect House Museum  

 Blandin Leadership Informational Meeting – May 16, 2019  

 Next Council Meeting – June 11, 2019 

 Governor’s Fishing Opener 2020 will be held in Otter Tail County 
  

Adjourn 9:50 p.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
 


