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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting April 9, 2019   
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Battle Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council 
members Don Maslow, Marjorie Quammen, Ryan Christensen and John A. Salvevold present  Also 
present were City Attorney, JJ Cline; Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Police Chief, Kent Kortlever; Liquor 
Store Manager, Adam Freyholtz; Public Works Superintendent, Steve Seufert and Jade Berube, City 
Engineer.    Other people were also in attendance from the community. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda. Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Visitors 
Daniel and Mary Olson – Owners at Stella’s would like to utilize a window on the north side of the 
building as a walk-up option for Smackin’ Cakes.  They would need to build a 6 foot platform with some 
type of awning.  Christensen made a motion to approve with contingencies:  they provide a certificate of 
insurance, listing the City as an additional insured and to present a plan to the Public Works 
Superintendent for approval prior to construction.  It may need to be movable.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Molly Everts-Johnston from the Lakes Area Community Center Board was present to request a 
renewal of the contract and let the council know that a number of changes are being made: 

 The web-site is getting a complete update including the business listing. 

 They are also working on several projects for marketing with design assistance from Julia 
Everts-DeMars.     

 They will continue to work with the EDA on marketing and tourism for Battle Lake. 
Quammen made a motion to approve the contract of $5,000 as presented.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Water/Sewer Project 
Jade Berube, Apex Engineering, was in attendance to give an update on the upcoming water/sewer 
project: 

 Plans have been submitted to MPCA and MDH. 

 Preliminary loan and grant applications were submitted.  Project is eligible for extended terms 
and a grant component.  The preference would be to have a shorter loan term as the grant 
portion is based on affordability.   

 Finalizing plans with MnDOT and the County. 

 Next month we might be setting the bid date. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-04-09A MN PFA Drinking Water Revolving 
Loan Fund Application.  Salvevold seconded.  With a roll call vote, Christensen, Salvevold, Kelm, 
Quammen and Maslow voted for the resolution with no one voting against.   
 
Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-04-09B MN PFA Clean Water Revolving Loan 
Fund Application.  Salvevold seconded.  With a roll call vote, Christensen, Salvevold, Kelm, Quammen 
and Maslow voted for the resolution with no one voting against.   
 
Maslow made a motion to approve Briggs and Morgan as bond counsel and Todd Hagen from Ehlers as 
financial advisor for the project. Christensen seconded  MCU 
 
Council discussed the idea of opening up a City campground.  This was something that explored a 
couple years ago and tabled until we do this project.  After discussion the council decided there was no 
need to compete with private businesses plus there was potentially a high cost for the project. 
 
Molly Bruninga was in attendance and asked the council to again consider use of Sand Bay Park for 
dogs.  It was noted that the beach was used for swimming by many local families and pets are currently 
allowed at Halverson Park.  People can also use the airport to run their dogs. 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-04-09C Accepting Report and Ordering 
Improvements for Hidden Meadows.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, Christensen, Salvevold, 
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Kelm, Quammen and Maslow voted for the resolution with no one voting against.    The assessment 
hearing will be held after getting bid pricing and awarding final contract so owners know final cost.   
 
The property south of Hidden Meadows is for sale and the council discussed costs involved in the 
construction of water, sewer and streets.  Berube estimated the cost could be $300,000 to $350,000 for 
5 to 6 lots, making it about $75,000 per lot.  If someone wanted to do a PUD, it would bring the costs 
down, dependent on how many lots would be developed.  There was a discussion on getting the water 
and sewer main into the right-of-way prior to paving Hidden Meadows.  It may cost approximately 
$5,000 but would save someone from having to dig up the street.  Council would like Berube to keep 
working on this with the Hidden Meadows project.   
 
 Maslow made a motion to approve the consent agenda: 

 Treasurer’s Report  
 Claims List totaling $260,333.00 
 Minutes   
 Extra Hours Report   
 Public Works/Administration Hourly Distribution  
 Special Event Permit – CDI Company Walleye Tourney Contingent on Certificate of Insurance  
 Quarterly Reports   

Christensen seconded.  MCU 
 
Liquor Store Report:  Freyholtz presented the report.  Sales were up .1% for March over last year and 
overall sales for the year are up 4.6% over last year. Maslow made a motion to approve the hiring of Molly 
Bruininga, Van Drawdy, Val Oak-Zeta and Nichole Bochland at Pay Grade 2, Step 1, contingent on 
background checks.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 
 
Police Report:  Kortlever provided a report of activities for the month of February.   As the first officer 
candidate for the part-time positon failed the background check, Kortlever would like to request the council 
approve a conditional offer for Justin Evans contingent on satisfactory completion of a background check, and 
medical and psychological examinations at Pay Grade 5, Step 2.  Maslow approved.  Salvevold seconded.  
MCU 
 
Public Works Report:   

 The street committee presented a report on their meeting    
o There are water issues by Dan Hill’s home and Seufert will work with the engineer on a fix. 
o Council was in agreement that art alley should have a pedestrian pathway as best public 

works can get it done so people can get to the parking lot behind the businesses.   
o Seufert received quotes for graveling the roads in town.  Salvevold made a motion to approve 

the quote from Don Schmidt Excavating.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
o Council agreed to hire Christensen Construction to blade the gravel roads and shape it prior 

to the chloride application.   
o There was a discussion on the south City Hall parking lot and overnight use during the winter.  

It becomes a huge issue for snow removal.    Council agreed that during winter months, the 
use should be limited to City Hall only parking. 

 The four-wheeler has some serious mechanical issues and needs to be replaced.  Maslow made a 
motion for public works to purchase a used four-wheeler with a cap of $3,500.  Salvevold seconded.  
MCU 

 The mixer in the water tower needs replacement.  Seufert has received one quote and will work on 
getting another one. 

 Maslow made a motion to sell the 2004 public works pick-up through Mid-State Auction with no 
minimum required.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 

 
Administration Report: 
Martin presented a report for the council on her time served on the West Central Initiative (WCI) Board and 
the Otter Tail County Community Development Authority (CDA) Board.   A letter was received from the CDA 
President with general information about the entity and what the next steps are.   
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Christensen made a motion to approve the resignation of Jessica Barry effective 4/30/2019 but keep her on 
as an active employee to fill in, if needed.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the revised employment application, ad, job description, 
training/experience point scoring and the supplemental application for the part-time administrative position.   
Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Battle Lake Motor Patrol:  Christensen reported that a meeting was held last night. 

 The grader is completely paid off 

 They made more money than last year due to the amount of snow 

 They talked about hiring a part-time person to help with grading in the summer 

 They are working on developing a full list of property and equipment with values and might have it 
ready in June.  Council discussed the commitment that was made in 2015 to stay in motor patrol for 
10 years.  Attorney Cline stated that the motion was a pledge and not necessarily binding as a 
commitment. 

 
BLAFRA:  Maslow reported.  Annual meeting was held with only 14 attending.  Some firefighters will be 
retiring soon. 
 
LACC:  no report 
 
Tri-City Housing:  Kelm and Martin reported.   
 
Economic Development Authority:  Martin reported.   
 
2020 Census Complete County Committee:  Maslow made a motion to approve the members – Reba 
Gilliand, Gary Harrington, Karalyn Harrington, Craig Haukebo, Candace Heathington and Bob Wasson.  
Quammen seconded. MCU 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
Hatchery Row –  

 Asbestos removal has been done and invoice submitted to DEED. 

 Martin submitted a grant application to Rural Development. 
 
New Business: 
 
Salvevold made a motion to approve the solicitor’s license for Roth Roofing.  Christensen seconded.  
MCU 
 
A refund of $5,182.14 was received from Lakes Country Service Coop for favorable experience in the 
2017 contract year for health insurance.  
 
Maslow made a motion to not waive the tort limit on the City’s liability coverage through the League of 
MN Cities. 
 
A complaint letter was received regarding signs in the residential area.  After review, it was determined 
that the resident was exempt from the permit requirements.  It was also noted that the ordinance needs 
to be revisited as some of the language is not clear especially in the residential district. 
 
Upcoming Meetings/Training Opportunities: 

 Next Council Meeting – May 14, 2019 @ 7:00 p.m. 

 Bridging Divides – Free Workshop on May 29
th
 in Fergus Falls 9:30 to 3:30  

 League of MN Conference – June 26 to 28 in Duluth 

  

Adjourn 9:58 p.m. 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
 


