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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – April 13, 2021  
 
NOTICE WAS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Battle Lake will hold a regularly 
scheduled meeting on April 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at Battle Lake City Hall. In accordance with the 
requirements of Minn. Stat. Section 13D.021, the Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting was not 
practical or prudent because of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Chapter 12 of the 
Minnesota Statutes.  Because of the Emergency Declaration it was determined that attendance at the 
regular meeting location by members of the public is not feasible.  Therefor, members of the public were 
invited to attended electronically.     
 
Mayor Richard Bullard called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council members Quammen, 
Maslow, Christensen and DeMars attending.  Also present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val 
Martin; Public Works Superintendent, Chris Johnson; Liquor Store Manager, Adam Freyholtz and 
Chief of Police, Todd Quaintance.   Those present via electronic means were City Attorney, JJ Cline 
and several visitors. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
DeMars made a motion to approve the agenda. Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Hearing – Hatchery Row TIF 
Mayor Bullard called the public hearing to order. 
 
Traci Ryan, Ryan Development Consulting, along with Rob Thompson from Goodneighbors, LLC 
presented the information on the proposed TIF District 8-1 Hatchery Row.  

• Duration of the District is 26 years 

• Proposed map was presented. 

• The statements of fact were reviewed.  
Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2020-04-13A Approving TIF 8-1 Hatchery Row.  
DeMars seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting for include:  DeMars, Bullard, Christensen, 
Maslow and Quammen with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Proposed details of the Development Agreement with Goodneighbors were discussed including: 

• Budget of the project is approximately $4,658,539 with 24,000 square feet of residential 
space and 13,000 square feet of commercial space. Increments proposed to not exceed 
$660,000.  Thompson stated that the project will more than likely be 5 ½ to 6 million and 
asked to extend the years of the agreement.   

• It will be issued as a pay as you go note at 3% interest. 

• 75% of the increment will go to the developer with 25% going to the City to recoup costs and 
administrative fees.   

• Council agreed to a possible extension, not to exceed 18 years total, rather than 15 years as 
first proposed.  Goodneighbors will have to show the need.   

Christensen made a motion to move forward with the Development Agreement with the proposed 
terms presented.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Hearing – Alley Vacation 
Mayor Bullard called the Public Hearing to order for the following request to vacate.  

the east/west alley between North Lincoln Avenue and stopping at the alley that runs north and south 

between West Summit Street and West Main Street and reserving the vacation area for a drainage and 

utility easement for the City of Battle Lake.   

• Council reviewed the request. 

• No public comment or correspondence were received either during the hearing or prior to the 
hearing at City Hall. 

• The public hearing was closed. 
Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-04-13B Resolution Vacating an Alley.  
Quammen seconded.   With a roll call vote, those voting for include:  DeMars, Bullard, Christensen, 
Maslow and Quammen with no members voting no.  MCU 
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Hearing – Zoning Ordinance Changes 
Mayor Bullard called the hearing to order.  Council reviewed the proposed changes to the following 
ordinances: 

• Minutes from Planning Commission   

• 150 Shoreland Management  

• 152 Zoning   

• 153 Stormwater Management  

• 155 Signs and Fences   
Maslow made a motion to approve the changes to the above zoning ordinances as presented.  DeMars 
seconded.  MCU 
 
VISITORS 
Rob Thompson and Ted Christianson from Goodneighbors were in attendance to review quotes 
received for the demolition of Hatchery Row, along with the tank removal.  They requested bids from more 
businesses but only received one bid from Riley Bros. Construction in the amount of $128,978.  They had 
requested a bid from Christensen Brothers, did not receive one but Christensen’s stated verbally that their 
bid would be in that $125,000 range if they would have submitted a bid.  A bid for tank removal was 
received from Rollie Sales and Service in the amount of $14,624.  Christensen made a motion to approve 
Riley Bros. Construction for the demolition and Rollie Sales and Service for tank removal as presented.  
Goodneighbors will serve as Construction Managers with no charge and will prepare the appropriate 
contracts.   
 
Todd Hagen, Ehlers Public Finance Advisors was in attendance to present options for the refinancing of 
the Natural Gas bonds.  First available call date for the bonds is February 1, 2022 with a November sale.   
He presented the information on a forward purchasing bond where we can purchase in advance for 
November and lock in interest rates.  He estimates close to $695,000 in savings.  Ehlers does not charge if 
the sale does not go through other than the rating fee of $11,000 to $15,000.  Quammen made a motion to 
pursue the forward purchase option.  Christensen seconded.  MCU Hagen will be back at the May council 
meeting with better estimates of savings and a formal resolution. 
   
Jade Berube, City Engineer: 

• North Shore/Lake Shore Drive: 

The frost appears to have come out over the past weekend, which will allow Apex and City Staff 
to do a review of the project and finalize the Correction and Completion list. Road restrictions 
went out yesterday at noon in the Metro and South, with restrictions expected to be removed in 
our area in about a week. Following restriction removal, we will be reaching out to Sellin to 
discuss the schedule for addressing the correction and completion list. All items need to be 
completed with the contract ready to be closed by August 1, 2021. 

 

• New Well No. 5: 

Plan review by the Department of Health (DOH) has been approved, and the environmental 
approval is the last remaining item from the State. In discussion with State staff, the review 
should be completed shortly. 

 

• The plans and specifications are ready for advertisement, with a bid date of May 4th at 10:00 
a.m. being discussed. Advertisement in the Battle Lake Review will be in the next two 
publications. Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-04-13D Approve Plans 
and Specs for Well Project.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting for 
include:  DeMars, Bullard, Christensen, Maslow and Quammen with no members voting no.  
MCU 
 

• With the well project, a Pre-Bid meeting will be scheduled for a week ahead of the bid opening 
to allow potential bidders to review the project area, review the work at the Water Tower and 
Well No. 4, and familiarize themselves with the project. 
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• LRIP Grant: 

The LRIP grant application was sent into the Minnesota Department of Transportation on March 2nd•     
Due to the amount of funding applications received (421 or nearly double of previous funding 
solicitations), the announcement of funding will not occur until June. 

 

DeMars made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes   

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  
• Special Event Permit – Art of the Lakes – Workshops in Railroad  

 
Liquor Store Report 
 

Freyholtz would like approval to hire Christine Kirschbaum, Amanda Emerfoll and Jennifer Nickolite at 
seasonal part-time liquor store clerks at pay grade 2, step 1, pending completion of a background check.  
DeMars made a motion to approve.  Christensen seconded. MCU 
We located the septic tank in the back of the building. After speaking with Barry Excavating, they gave us a 
couple options that we may be able to do which would allow us to add to the back of the liquor store.  It 
appears that holding tanks might be a better option.  More information will be provided next month. 
 
Public Works Report 

• Putting together final quotes for wheel loader for snow moving. 

• Looking at switching Natural Gas training, operating, and engineering company from MMUA to 
USDI. 

• Getting quotes to reseal public restroom concrete. 

• Getting quotes to soda blast and stain woodwork on public restrooms and city hall. 

• Preparing to open park facilities. 

• Boat ramp and docks should be in by 4/13 

• Waiting on quotes for one ton truck and plow replacement.   

• Wastewater ponds have plenty of capacity and look great after the winter. 
 

Johnson presented options for snowplow loader with state bid prices received from Case, John Deere, and 
Caterpillar.  The price difference was small, but Johnson recommended the purchase of the John Deere 
due to his research, he feels it is a better machine.  Maslow made a motion to approve the John Deer 
purchase at $186,737.  Christensen seconded.  MC 
 
Minnesota Municipal Utilities Association has been BL natural gas training and support since 2015 when 
the system was installed. Over the last few years overall support has lacked and seems to be falling behind 
in keeping up on new regulations and training. USDI has filled this position for many cities in MN including 
Mankato, Owatonna, Perham, and New York Mills.  USDI training and support is far superior to MMUA and 
offers other much more, such as mapping and engineering. The City of Perham and Battle Lake natural 
gas system are very closely tied together, and Public Works would like to maintain the consistency and 
continuity that our two cities have enjoyed over the last 5-6 years. The startup costs would be funded from 
NG fund reserves and would be in line with our current MMUA costs in 2 years. Public Works recommends 
dropping MMUA and use USDI for its NG training and support.  Maslow moved to approve the switch.  
DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
 

Month - March 

Sales 89,671 - 16,857 - 15.8% 

Transactions 2,864 - 278 - 8.8% 

Average Sale $31.31 - $2.59  

Gross Profit 30.75%   
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Police Department Report 

911 Hang-up Calls     1 

Alarm-Panic     1 

Assistance-Public     3 

EMS-Medical     3 

Fire-Alarm     2 

Fire-Control Burn     1 

Handgun Applications     1 

Lost & Found     1 

Other Calls for Service     1 

Parking Comp/Privileges     1 

Phone Calls-Harass-
Obscen 

    1 

Prints Finger     3 

Programs-Tours-Events     1 

Resid/Busin/Area Checks     20 

Road/Street Hazard     1 

Scam     2 

Suspicious Activity     1 

Terroristic Threats     1 

Theft/Fraud Rep     2 

Traffic Stop Citation     1 

Warning-Traffic     26 

Welfare Check     3 

            Total 77 

March Mileage – 1374 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the Final Emergency Operations Plans with the changes presented.  
Quammen seconded.  MC 
 
Administration Report 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA)  

• Big Build continues with continued efforts on promoting 5000 units by 2025.  More promotion and 
ideas continue to come up such as starting a land trust. 

• An application was approved for Dalton - $5,000 to assist with surveying a piece of property that 
used to be their trailer court.  Several other future applications were discussed including Hatchery 
Row.   

• The career module for Otter Tail County will go live soon.   

• Broadband committee continues to work on projects. 
Other Activities to note: 

• EDA – continued work on Hatchery Row – continue working on TIF, demo and clean-up.  Continue 
to provide information and assistance to businesses – starting to get busier in this area.   Flyers on 
Facebook for businesses done by-weekly.  Research and phone calls on housing – contacts made 
for possible future developments.   2021 Calendar and flyer – work with community on dates and 
distribution options with Otter Tail Tourism. 

• Work on several items related to the EDA/Council work session and prepared the 2021 EDA goals 
for approval which was discussed at this meeting.   

• Housing Study/survey – several meetings to discuss results and to prepare for EDA meeting on 
April 8th where the information was presented.  

• Emergency Fund – completed 2nd round.   

• Smart Room – has been completed and promoted.   
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• Governor’s Fishing Opener – monthly meetings continue.  We are working on a plan with the 
restaurants to do a “Taste of Battle Lake” Friday evening of the event. 

• Planning and Zoning – Changes to zoning ordinances reviewed, published hearing, worked with 
DNR and Otter Tail County on changes.  Alley Vacation hearing – published and mailed out.  Some 
permits were issued and several meetings with prospect projects including a few site visits 
including assistance from DNR on one. 

• Other ordinance changes – work with Todd on a couple and research on the 
peddlers/solicitors/transient merchant ordinance.    

• A couple other year-end reports were completed.   
 
 
Otter Tail County CDA minutes were reviewed. 
 
BLAFRA minutes were reviewed. 
 
No meeting was held for LACC. 
 
Martin reported on EDA with minutes and financials. 
 
Martin reported on the Safe Routes to School quarterly meeting. 
 
Arts Advisory Committee minutes were reviewed.   
 
 
Unfinished Business:  
Hatchery Row:  
The application submitted to MN DEED was funded at $174,900 to help pay for demolition and 
infrastructure. 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-04-13E DEED Redevelopment Grant.  
Maslow seconded.    With a roll call vote, those voting for include:  DeMars, Bullard, Christensen, 
Maslow and Quammen with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-04-13C Grant Application for Otter Tail 
County CDA.  Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting for include:  DeMars, 
Bullard, Christensen, Maslow and Quammen with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
The changes to Ordinance 112 Peddlers and Solicitors along with the summary publication 
were reviewed.  Christensen moved to approve with Maslow seconding.  MCU Vendors allowed in 
Lions Park will be located by the tennis courts and will not be allowed anytime there is a special event 
in the park. 
 
The fee for Peddlers, Solicitors and Transient merchants was discussed with the council deciding that 
$600 should be the fee.  Maslow made a motion to approve the change to the Fee Ordinance along 
with the summary publication.  DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the guideline and application for the Property Tax Abatement 
program for new housing as presented.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 
 
New Business: 
A letter from Adora King was reviewed.  She asked if the City Council would waive the pet license fee 
for a one-day event that provides free rabies vaccination and $30 cost for microchips for pets.  
Christensen made a motion to approve waiving the license fee for this one-day event.  Maslow 
seconded.  MCU Participants will need to provide a receipt from that event to get the fee waived.     
 
Maslow made a motion to approve replacement of Ordinance 74 Regulating Gold Carts and ATVs 
with Ordinance 74 Regulating Special Vehicles along with summary publication.  DeMars 
seconded.  MCU 
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Maslow made a motion to approve Ordinance 72 – Parking Regulations.  Christensen seconded.  
MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-04-13F Designating No Parking/One Way.  
Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Notice/Announcements/Correspondence 

❑ Council Meeting – April 27th at 7:00 p.m. 
❑ Council Meeting – May 11th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Adjourn 9:55 p.m. 
                                
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
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