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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – March 8, 2021  
 
NOTICE WAS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Battle Lake will hold a regularly 
scheduled meeting on March 8, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at Battle Lake City Hall. In accordance with the 
requirements of Minn. Stat. Section 13D.021, the Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting was not 
practical or prudent because of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Chapter 12 of the 
Minnesota Statutes.  Because of the Emergency Declaration it was determined that attendance at the 
regular meeting location by members of the public is not feasible.  Therefor, members of the public were 
invited to attended electronically.     
 
Mayor Richard Bullard called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council members Quammen, and 
DeMars attending.  Absent were Maslow and Christensen.   Also present at City Hall were 
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Superintendent, Chris Johnson; and Chief of Police, Todd 
Quaintance.   Those present via electronic means was City Attorney, JJ Cline; Liquor Store Manager, 
Adam Freyholtz; and several visitors. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve the agenda. DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
VISITORS 
None 
 
Jade Berube, City Engineer: 

• North Shore/Lake Shore Drive: 

• Various items have been added to the Correction and Completion list following the roller coaster of 
weather we have had over the last month.  Drainage is being reviewed, along with various items 
around the Main Wastewater Pumping Facility.  It is anticipated that the Contractor will be back in 
town following the thaw to address the remaining turf, paving and other items on the list.  

• New Well No. 5: 

• Plan review by the Department of Health (DOH) continues with various meetings held with 
stakeholders at the local and State level.  A primary concern that has been discussed at various 
times over the last month is the impact of potential contaminants in the proposed location.  
Although various tests have come back with little known impacts on the well location, concerns at 
wells near the Mobile Home Park have been raised.   
 

Following review of the existing information from the Department of Health, and Rural Water 

Association, along with the recent trends of the contaminant levels decreasing at the Mobile Home 

Park, the location of the proposed Well No. 5 is anticipated to remain as designed based on the 

decreasing results and time of travel (nearly 50 years) to the proposed location. 

• LRIP Grant: 

• The LRIP grant application was sent into the Minnesota Department of Transportation on March 
2nd.  It is anticipated that the review will take around two months before we hear back on the 
scoring and potential funding.       

 

DeMars made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes   

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Special Event Permit – Wedding on North Shore Drive  
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Department Head Reports 
 
Liquor Report 
 

Adam reported that he has had a couple people interested in a part-time position at the Liquor Store.   He 
hopes to hire 4 or 5 people for the upcoming season.    He has to wait until the snow has melted to find the 
septic system before moving forward with any building expansion plans.   
 
Police Report 
February Activities 

Animal Call 2

Assistance-Public 3

Death Investigation 1

Domestic Assault 1

EMS-Medical 4

EMS-Transport 1

Fire Call-Other 1

Handgun Applications 1

Info For Officers 1

Resid/Busin/Area Checks 22

Suspicious Activity 3

Unlock 2

Vehicle Off Rd/non Rep Cr 1

Warning-Traffic 18

Total 61

February squad miles: 1134 

miles
 

  
The Emergency Operations Plan was presented with some minor changes.  Quammen moved to approve, 
DeMars seconded.  MCU Todd will also be working with the County’s Emergency Manager to see if 
additional changes should be made so council may see another updated version in a couple of months.   
The speed sign will be installed on North Shore Drive today. 
 
Public Works Report 

• Still waiting on bid packages on snow removal equipment. 

• Working on tree trimming and street drainage issues. 

• Starting to think about spring! Putting together plans and gearing up for life after the snow. 

• Most year-end reporting done, just a few things to wrap up. 

• Doing some online training for water/wastewater/natural gas. 

• Working on spot areas for drainage with the recent warm temperatures. 

Month - February 

Sales 88,461 + 13,834 + 18.5% 

Transactions 2,692 - 60 - 2.1% 

Average Sale $32.86 + 5.74  

Gross Profit 30.65%   
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Administration Report 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA)  

• Continue to work on this MN round of grants for businesses – should now be complete to date with 
funding received. 

• Big Build continues with continued efforts on promoting 5000 units by 2025.  953 new and 
rehabbed units to date.   

• Broadband committee continues work projects. 
Other Activities to note: 

• Continued year-end activities and reports – Wetland Report, PFA Report, Police State Aid, 
completion of Council financial report, etc. 

• EDA – continued work on Hatchery Row – now working on TIF, demo and clean-up.  Continue to 
provide information and assistance to businesses.  Received a few phone calls for property to 
lease or purchase, made connections if they were available.  Year in review completed for EDA, 
mailed out to area business, nonprofits, and other entities; work on transient merchant ordinance; 
etc. 

• Emergency Fund - work on additional promotion and shared articles that Reba wrote on Facebook.  
We have over $32,000 in donations.  First round distribution amounts have been decided and 
waiting on funds from West Central Initiative. The second-round app has been distributed and is 
due on Friday.     

• Governor’s Fishing Opener – monthly meetings continue.  We are working on a plan with the 
restaurants to do a “Taste of Battle Lake” Friday evening of the event. 

• Planning and Zoning – spent time reviewing zoning ordinances, requested assistance from 
Hometown Planning for language; contacted DNR for suggestions.  People are started to call with 
zoning questions.   

• Worked on MnDOT App with Jade (Jade did the bulk of the work).  It was emailed March 2nd. 
 
Otter Tail County CDA minutes were reviewed. 
 
BLAFRA minutes were reviewed. 
 
No meeting was held for LACC. 
 
Martin reported on EDA with minutes and financials. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
Hatchery Row:  information on the results from the monitoring wells was presented to council.   
 
Changes to Zoning Code – Martin reviewed some proposed changes to the zoning ordinances.  A 
hearing for review is scheduled for April 13, 2021.   
 
County Road 83 – Consideration of selling property:  Council discussed the idea of selling land west of 
the new camper dump for commercial use.  It is adjacent to agricultural land with a road dividing the two 
properties.  It might make more sense to keep this property if the event the agricultural land is ever 
developed.  Is there enough room next to the new camper dump to sell a commercial lot?  Johnson and 
Berube will check on this.   
 
New Business 
Quammen made a motion to approve a $250 donation to Art of the Lakes.  DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
Council received a request for donation to the Battle Lake Food Shelf and decided to not donate to this 
entity.  We will provide help in promoting and encouraging individuals to donate to them.   
 
DeMars made a motion to approve changes to the Purchasing Policy as presented.   This change allows 
Department Heads to purchase up to $2,500 (within budget) without council approval.  Quammen 
seconded.  MCU 
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Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-03-09A Calling Hearing for an Alley Vacation.  
DeMars seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting for the resolution were Bullard, Quammen and 
DeMars with no one voting against.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to refund late fees for the past four months and suspend late fees until May 1st 
for residents that have applied for energy assistance.  DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
Notice/Announcements/Correspondence 

• Council/EDA Work Session – Monday, March 29th at 6:00 p.m. 

• Council Meeting – Tuesday, April 13th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Adjourn 8:25 p.m. 
                                
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


