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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting March 12, 2019   
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, March 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Battle Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council 
members Don Maslow, Marjorie Quammen and John A. Salvevold present.  Absent was Ryan 
Christensen.  Also present were City Attorney, JJ Cline; Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Deputy Clerk, 
Karalee Brandner; Police Chief, Kent Kortlever; Public Works Technician, Chris Johnson; Public Works 
Superintendent, Steve Seufert and Jade Berube, City Engineer.    
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the agenda.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Water/Sewer Project 
Jade Berube, Apex Engineering, was in attendance to give an update on the upcoming water/sewer 
project: 

 Existing crosswalks were discussed and locations – they will be replacing sidewalks where they 
are currently located and they may add one by the public access. 

 Berube asked how the council felt about mailboxes – should they all be replaced with new or 
save the existing ones and re-install them?  Council did not have an opinion so Berube should 
proceed with existing mailboxes if the County is okay with this. 

 Berube has met with MnDOT to discuss their requirements for parts of the project that will be 
within their right-of-way.   

 The design of the project is almost complete and should be done by the end of the month. 

 Berube discussed digging a new well with PFA.  With the combination of a new well and sealing 
two existing wells, the project would score very high for 2020 and should easily qualify for 
funding.  Berube will continue with the application for this project. 

 The council discussed how to handle billing for water when the project is on-going.  Customers 
will have temporary service for a short time which cannot be run through the meters.  Maslow 
made a motion to use the previous year’s reading for the month they are hooked up to 
temporary service with a 20% discount.  Staff will have discretion to make changes/deductions 
in billing in unique situations.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 

 
Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-03-13B Declaring Adequacy of Petition and 
Ordering Preparation of Report for Hidden Meadows.  Salvevold seconded.  Roll call voting yes – 
Salvevold, Kelm, and Maslow vote yes with Christensen and Quammen absent.   
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the consent agenda with an amendment to the minutes from the 
February 12

th
 meeting 

 Treasurer’s Report  
 Minutes   
 Claims List totaling $194,966.77 
 Extra Hours Report Claims List  
 Public Works/Administration Hourly Distribution Claims List  

Salvevold seconded. MCU 
 
Liquor Store Report:  Freyholtz presented a written report for the council.  Sales were up 6.3% for February 
over last year and overall sales for the year are up 2.2% over last year. Salvevold made a motion to approve 
the hiring of Joel Larson at Pay Grade 2, Step 1, contingent on background check.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Police Report:  Kortlever provided a report of activities for the month of February.   The Employee Relations 
Committee interviewed four candidates for the part-time police officer position.  Salvevold made a motion to 
approve the hiring of Matthew Brun contingent on satisfactory completion of background check, medical 
examination and psychological examination.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Public Works Report:   
Johnson reported on public works activities.   

 Maslow made a motion to approve the hiring of Adam Schwartz at Page Grade 5, Step 1, contingent 
on background check for the full-time public works position.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
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 Johnson presented pricing for a new dock at Lions Park.  Maslow made a motion to approve the 
purchase of the dock at the lowest price of $3,551 with the other one going to Sand Bay Park.  
Salvevold seconded.  MCU 

 Discussion on the furnace at City Hall – there needs to be some additional work done to the ductwork 
beyond what was originally expected.  Salvevold made a motion to fix what is needed to get it running 
properly.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 

 Maslow made a motion to get a porta-potty this year for Sand Bay Park from Memorial weekend to 
Labor Day weekend as this may get more usage because of the construction project coming up.  
Salvevold seconded. MCU Council would like Public Works to get proposals again for porta-potties as 
they did last year.  There will not be a porta-potty by the liquor store this year. 

 The Street Committee will meet to discuss parking during snow emergencies. 
 
Administration Report: 
Martin presented a report for the council on her time served on the West Central Initiative (WCI) Board and 
the Otter Tail County Community Development Authority (CDA) Board.   
 
Battle Lake Motor Patrol:  Christensen was not present to report. 
 
BLAFRA:  Kelm reported. 
 
LACC:  Kelm reported they have added three new board members. 
 
Tri-City Housing:  Kelm and Martin reported.   
 
Economic Development Authority:  Martin reported.   
 
Safe Routes to School Committee:  Martin reported. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
Hatchery Row –  

 No updates at this point 
 
New Business: 
Martin requested the Council consider designating a Complete Count Committee for the 2020 Census.  
She will work with Network Battle Lake members to do the leg-work on the committee but she will be the 
point person to meet with them.  Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-03-13A 
Establishing a 2020 Census Complete Count Committee.  Salvevold seconded.   Roll call voting yes 
– Salvevold, Kelm, and Maslow are voting yes with Christensen and Quammen absent.   
 
Salvevold made a motion to approve a $2,000 donation to Prospect House.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Martin wondered if all council members are now using their g-mail address assigned to them for the 
City.  Salvevold, Maslow and Kelm are using it.  Martin will check with the Quammen and Christensen. 
 
Upcoming Meetings: 

 Planning and Zoning Training – March 18
th
 at 6:30 p.m. @ Henning City Hall 

 Next Council Meeting – April 9, 2019 
 
Adjourn 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
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