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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – February 23, 2021  
 
NOTICE WAS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Battle Lake will hold a regularly 
scheduled meeting on February 23, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at Battle Lake City Hall. In accordance with the 
requirements of Minn. Stat. Section 13D.021, the Mayor has determined that an in-person meeting was not 
practical or prudent because of a health pandemic or an emergency declared under Chapter 12 of the 
Minnesota Statutes.  Because of the Emergency Declaration it was determined that attendance at the 
regular meeting location by members of the public is not feasible.  Therefor, members of the public were 
invited to attended electronically.     
 
Mayor Richard Bullard called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Councilmembers Christensen, 
and DeMars attending.    Also present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer and EDA Commissioner 
Steve Young.    Those present via electronic means was City Attorney, JJ Cline, and EDA 
Commissioner Josie Schmidt.  Visitors via zoom were Amy Baldwin from the Otter Tail County CDA 
and Traci Ryan, Ryan Development Consulting.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda. DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
This was a planned work session with the EDA.  Because of the lack of an EDA quorum and two 
council members missing at this meeting; a large part of the agenda will be postponed to another 
date. 
 
Visitors 
Amy Baldwin from the Otter Tail County Community Development Agency was present via 
Zoom to give an update on the CDA: 

• Agencies and partnerships  

• Implementation strategies 

• Single/multi-family rebate program – helps to spur construction, open up existing homes for 
first-time home buyers and increased tax based.   Eight cities in the County are also 
participating.  Martin suggested the EDA/Council might want to reconsider. Even though we 
do not have many properties available, it makes us look like a team player and there is no 
cost to participate.   The County has had 102 applications to date. 

• CDA has received a grant for technical assistance from MN Housing. 

• Baldwin mentioned the partnership with the City of Battle Lake and the County HRA.  The 
CDA approved a grant for a housing study and survey. 

 
Traci Ryan, Ryan Development Consulting presented information on the creation of a TIF District 
for Hatchery Row.  A draft map was shared but is not final.  She wanted council to know that even 
though a property is on the map, it does not mean that it will be developed and changed.  It just gives 
options for the future.  Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-02-23A Resolution 
Calling for a Public Hearing on Hatchery Row TIF.  DeMars seconded.  With a roll call vote, 
DeMars, Christensen and Bullard voted yes with no members voting no.  Details of the TIF 
Development Agreement with Goodneighbors will be worked on prior to the hearing.   
  
Christensen made a motion to approve the Claims List as presented.  DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
The rest of the agenda was postponed and will be on the agenda of a future EDA/Council Work 
Session.  Martin will send out a survey to find the best date.   
 
Adjourn 7:55 p.m. 
                                
 
 
 
 
 __________________________________ Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


