
 
 

Battle Lake City Council – February 12, 2019 Page 1 
 

City of Battle Lake Council Meeting February 12, 2019   
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, February 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Battle Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council 
members Don Maslow, Marjorie Quammen, Ryan Christensen and John A. Salvevold present.  Also 
present were City Attorney, JJ Cline; Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Liquor Store Manager, Adam 
Freyholtz; Police Chief, Kent Kortlever; Public Works Technician, Chris Johnson; Public Works 
Superintendent, Steve Seufert.   Other visitors were in attendance. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the agenda.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Visitors: 
Sara Boyum, owner of Stella’s and Mikel Olson, Otter Tail County HRA were in attendance to discuss the 
Small Cities forgivable loan received by Stella’s in 2012.  The original amount was $30,000 with the remaining 
balance of $9,000.  The program forgives the loans and amortizes the full amount out over a ten year period.  
As the property is being sold within that time period, the council can make the decision for the balance to be 
assumed by the new owner with the new owner’s permission or they may decide that it needs to be paid off.   
Mr. Olson is recommending transferring the assumption to the new owner.  Ryan Carlson was also in 
attendance and is purchasing Stella’s.  He is also ok with the transfer.  Salvevold made a motion to approve 
the transfer of the balance for the Small Cities forgivable loan to the new owners.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Ryan Carlson was also present to request approval for a liquor license for Stella’s.  Christensen made a 
motion to approve, contingent on the City receiving the appropriate paperwork and contingent on the 
background check.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to pass the consent agenda. 

 Treasurer’s Report   
 Claims List totaling $212,139.63 
 Minutes   
 Extra Hours Report   
 2018 Report of Tax Collections and Other Revenue per MN Statute 471.69   
 2018 Annual Financial Statement per MN Statute 471.698   
 Gambling Permit for DU Spring Migration on April 25, 2019  

Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Liquor Store Report:  Freyholtz presented the report.  Sales were up 7.9% for January over last year and 
overall sales for the year are up 7.9% over last year.   We’ll start advertising for 2 to 3 part-time employees to 
start in the spring.  Painting of the walls and ceiling will begin next week and floor will be installed the week 
after.  Freyholtz has found a credit card company with much lower rates than Heartland.  Quammen made a 
motion for Freyholtz to enter into a contract for credit card processing with Vantiv/World Pay.  Maslow 
seconded. MCU the contract will have no termination fee in they are unable to provide adequate service.   Lee 
Samari will be taking a leave of absence.   
 
Police Report:  Kortlever provided a report of activities for the month of January.  Kortlever made a request to 
hire another part-time officer.  Joshua Pesta has been hired full-time at another department.  He still might be 
available to work some shifts but will be cutting back on his hours drastically.  He will continue training as 
needed for our department but very little cost is involved in keeping him on staff.  Due to the limited availability 
of both part-time officers, Kortlever sees a need to hire one part-time officer to fill in the gaps.  Several of the 
hiring forms have been updated or have been newly created by Martin and Kortlever: 

 Supplemental Application 
 Advertisement – Deadline of February 28

th
 

 Evaluation Point Form 
Maslow made a motion to approve the hiring of another part-time officer and to approve the updated/created 
forms listed above.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Martin shared an e-mail she was copied to from Jane Neubauer.  Jane sent Kortlever special thanks on 
National Law Enforcement Appreciation Day letting him know how much the Safe Communities Coalition 
appreciates all he does to keep our roads safe.  She also noted his participation with TZD and his willingness 
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to assist on the grant activities and follow-up.  She stated that he is great to work with and his feedback is 
always top-notch.   
 
Kortlever presented information on a possible grant from PartnerShip 4 Health to purchase a Police 
Department bike and equipment.  The bike would not be used for patrol but for special events and the bike 
rodeo.  After discussion, the council was in agreement that this project would not be making good use of grant 
funds.  Per council direction, Martin will check to see if we could apply for other projects – bike racks, fix-it 
stations and painting sharrows on Main.   
 
Public Works Report:   
Seufert, Martin and Johnson have been working on updating and creating forms for a public works position.  
This position is part of the transition plan for Seufert’s retirement and Johnson moving into the Public Works 
Director’s position.  The forms that have been either updated or created are: 

 Public Works Technician Job Description 
 Supplemental Application 
 Evaluation Point Form (Training and Experience) 
 Advertisement with a deadline of February 28

th
 

Maslow moved to approve the forms above and the hiring of a Public Works Technician.  Christensen 
seconded.  MCU 
 
Administration Report: 
Martin presented a report for the council on her time served on the West Central Initiative (WCI) Board and 
the Otter Tail County Community Development Authority (CDA) Board.   
 
The struggles for mid-range income households to get assistance for improvements were discussed with 
Mikel Olson providing information.  There was also a discussion on the lack of mid-range housing prices in our 
community and throughout the County.  The County HRA has purchased some tax forfeiture properties, 
renovated them and will put them up for sale in New York Mills and Ottertail.   
 
Battle Lake Motor Patrol:  Christensen reported on their meeting last night and some of the concerns they’ve 
had with the new staff and the other items they are working on: 

 Discussed starting earlier in the day 
 Removal of more snow on the pavement – need to go faster 
 They will be working on updating By-Laws, Job Descriptions, etc. Attorney Cline is willing to help 

them. 
 An appraisal of the building was done for insurance purposes.  The appraisal for the building came in 

at $570,000. 
 They’ve continued their discussion on buying out the City’s share of Motor Patrol. 

 
BLAFRA:  Maslow reported.   Annual meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, March 21

st
 at 7:00 p.m.  

Councilmembers are invited to attend.   
 
LACC:  Kelm reported. 
 
Tri-City Housing:  Kelm and Martin reported.   
 
Economic Development Authority:  No meeting to report 
 
Safety/Emergency Management Committee:  Kortlever reported on the quarterly meeting. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
Hatchery Row –  

 The agreement with the developer has been amended with changes made by the council last month.  
Council received a new copy of the agreement and has agreed by consensus to move forward with 
this current draft.  To expedite the process, the City Council also agreed to give authority to Martin, 
Traci Ryan, Attorney Jensen and Attorney Cline to negotiate proposed changes with the developer.  
Those changes will be brought back to the City Council for approval.  
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 The project timeline for the DEED grant is March 31
st
.  We have to submit an invoice for 

reimbursement before that date.  With the approval of the property owners, Martin suggested we have 
the asbestos abated and she is currently working with a company out of Moorhead.  This is a pretty 
small project with a projected cost of $7,500 or less.  In order to be in compliance with the grant 
agreement, Christensen made a motion to approve the asbestos removal contingent on approval of 
the property owners.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 

 The USDA Rural Development Rural Business Development grant is due on March 29
th

.  A resolution 
from the council is needed for the application.  Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 
2019-02-12A Approving Submission of Rural Business Development Grant for Hatchery Row.  
Maslow seconded.  There was a roll call vote with Maslow, Quammen, Kelm, Christensen and 
Salvevold voting for the resolution and no one voting against.  MCU 

 The DEED Clean-Up grant is due on May 1
st
.  This will help pay for clean up funds that the Petro-

Fund does not cover and can also help pay for the environmental study. 
 
The proposed changes to Ordinance 111 – Alcoholic Beverages were discussed.  The changes were to 
address server training.   Council discussed several options and whether server training should be required or 
highly recommended.   Discussion on what type of penalties would be placed on a business if they do not 
follow through.   They requested that Kortlever include some of the ideas in the training that was discussed 
and by consensus, the City Council decided not to make an amendment to the ordinance. 
 
Survey results for a survey sent out by The League of American Bicyclists last fall were distributed.   A link to 
the survey was sent out on social media, printed in the paper and printed on a poster to encourage people to 
respond to the survey.  The League sent a compilation of the survey results for Battle Lake along with 
comments made on the survey form.   
 
Kortlever reported that he and Martin attended a Bike, Walk Fun training event in Fergus Falls.  As a result of 
attending the training, he was able to apply for and will receive a kit, worth $300, to be used for the Bike 
Rodeo in the spring. 
 
Notice of Pay Equity compliance was received. 
 
New Business: 
 
An amendment to Ordinance 51 – Garbage was presented to the council.  The amendment was 
recommended by Kortlever to regulate use of construction and clean-up dumpsters and roll-offs.  It was noted 
that a right-of-way permit is needed for storage on any type of right-of-way.   Council questioned the need for 
a license for temporary garbage containers.  As stated in the ordinance, a license is required by anyone 
collecting, removing or hauling refuse from a property unless it is the owner.  After a lengthy discussion, the 
council decided not to approve the amendment. 
 
Council discussed having a council/staff fish fry at some point in the summer.  Mayor Kelm will bring the fish 
and cook them.  Everyone else will bring potluck.  It was decided to do this in August.  It will be discussed 
again later in the spring at which time a date will be set.    
 
Council also discussed the idea of a community fish fry.   This would be open to anyone in Battle Lake and it 
would be an encouragement to fill out the forms needed for the HRA Small Cities Grant.  In order to get 
people here, it was decided that council and staff could make phone calls.  Attorney Cline also volunteered to 
make phone calls.  This would also be held in August with a date to be determined later in the spring.  Mikel 
Olson will be available to assist with forms getting filled out.   
 
Martin reviewed the procedure for distribution of council packets with the council.  Right now, the packets are 
e-mailed on Thursday or Friday prior to the council meeting and hard copies are printed for the council and 
staff to have the night of the council meeting.  Council was in agreement that they are happy with the way 
things are currently being done.  Attorney Cline asked Martin to e-mail the full packet to him prior to the 
council meeting on Tuesday. 
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Congratulations to Karalee Brandner, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer, for receiving her MN Municipal Clerks 
Certification presented by MN Clerks and Finance Officers Association.    This is a three year process and 
points are received based on training, experience and education.   
 

  Next Council Meeting – February 26, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. – Strategic Planning with EDA 
 March Meeting – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, 2019 
 March 28

th
 in Alexandria – League of MN Loss Control Workshop  

 
Adjourn 9:55 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
 


