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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – December 10, 2019 
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, December 10, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Battle Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council 
members Don Maslow, Marjorie Quammen, John A. Salvevold and Ryan Christensen present.  Also 
present were City Attorney, JJ Cline; Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Liquor Store Manager, Adam 
Freyholtz; Police Chief, Kent Kortlever; Public Works Technician, Chris Johnson; Public Works 
Superintendent, Steve Seufert and Jade Berube, City Engineer.  Other people were also in attendance 
from the community. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Public Hearing – Variance at Sand Bay Common Interest Community Sand Bay LLC is requesting a 
variance from the building setback requirements to add a deck/ pergola and exterior stairs to the 2nd floor 
structure that was approved by the City in September 2019 for Cabin 13 & 14 (essentially one building).    
 

Martin reported on the Planning Commission recommendation:  The Planning Commission discussed 
and reviewed the application from Sand Bay LLC and Scott and Connie Peterson and at their meeting 
determined that there was not enough information to decide on the request.  They felt both the 
drawings, and the proposed project were not clear.  They voted to postpone any decision until more 
information can be provided.  The Petersons stated they were not going to be back in Minnesota until 
sometime in May and would like it to be tabled until June.   
 

Mayor Kelm asked for public comment and no comments were made.  Public hearing was closed. 
 
Martin presented a letter that will be sent to Sand Bay, LLC/Scott and Connie Peterson notifying them of their 
incomplete application and the required information that needs to be presented before consideration.  The 
letter also requests a return signature from the Petersons’ that they acknowledge receipt of the letter and 
terms detailed in order to consider their application for the June 2, 2020 Planning Commission meeting or the 
council will be forced to deny their request at the January 14, 2020 council meeting.    Maslow made a motion 
to approve details of the letter, that the application is considered incomplete and will be reconsidered at the 
June Planning Commission and council meeting contingent on receiving the required information.  
Christensen seconded.  MCU   
 
Council reviewed the request for approval of the Kenville Final Plat.  Quammen made a motion to approve 
with Maslow seconding.  MCU 
 
 
Visitors 
Julia DeMars and Molly Johnston were in attendance to discuss Sand Bay Park.  They are interested in 
working with the City on some updates to the Park.  They’d like to start doing some fundraising to purchase 
new playground equipment and timing will be dependent on when they are able to get the amount needed.  
The City may have some funds to contribute but will have to be reviewed and approved by the City 
Council.  They should work closely with the City’s Park and Rec Committee and Public Works so 
appropriate regulations are followed including the American Disabilities Act.  Council agreed that they 
should continue to move forward with the project. 
 
Zach and Brianna Lewis, new owners of the Rusty Nail in January, were in attendance to introduce 
themselves.  They are excited to start and love the Battle Lake Community.  They plan no major changes 
to the business.  Council welcomed them to the Battle Lake business community.   
 
 
Water/Sewer Project 
 
Proposed Base Rates for Water and Sewer:  Martin presented a spreadsheet outlining the proposed 
base rates for 2020 through 2023.   Payments for the last project will run through 2022 with payments 
for the new project starting in 2020 which means that there will be double payments through the end of 
2023 until the first bond gets paid off.   The proposed base rate change is as follows: 
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• Water (Current is $17.25) 2020-$19/month; 2021-$20/month; 2022-$20/month; 2023: 
$16/month. 

• Sewer (Current is $19.85) 2020-$23/month; 2021-$24/month; 2022-$26/month; 2023-$22/month 
 

With this plan, the City will be able to utilize some excess debt service funds in 2021 and 2022 to assist 
with the payments and be able to reduce the base rate in 2023.  No funds will go into Capital 
Improvement until the first bond is paid off.  Martin will put together a press release explaining the need 
for the increase.  These base rates are included in the fee ordinance and will be voted on later in the 
meeting. 

   
Jade Berube, Apex Engineering, was in attendance to give an update on the upcoming water/sewer 
project: 
o North Shore/Lake Shore Drive: 

The closing for the financial package for funding the 2020 improvements will be Thursday of this week.  
When closed, the City will be able to recoup the money for previously incurred project expenses.  
Following the closing, the City will be able to submit monthly expenses for the project and be reimbursed 
from the Public Facilities Authority. 
 
Sellin Brothers have started sending submittals through to be reviewed for installation on the project.  This 
process will continue over the next couple months so the proper materials can be delivered to the site.         
 
A meeting was held with MnDOT permitting to discuss the trail layout near the existing RV dump.  The 
location will be modified to move the trail away from the access road and construct it between the existing 
vegetation.  MnDOT has asked for a plan to be submitted so an updated permit can be prepared by the 
agency to allow for various facilities within the MnDOT right of way.  According to the permitting office, 
there is no existing “Limited Use Permit” for any of the trails on the MnDOT right of way, so this permit 
would include all existing trails, along with the newly proposed one near the RV dump.   
 

o New Well No. 4: 
A walk through with City Staff of the existing well house was completed last week to start the process of 
reviewing internal equipment and operations for the proposed new well house.  Various equipment may 
also be replaced in the existing well house on the southeast side of town to verify that operation between 
the two wells can be done remotely.     

 
Christensen moved to approve the Consent Agenda with Maslow seconding the motion.  MCU 

▪ Treasurer’s Report   
▪ Claims List totaling $167,638.82 
▪ Minutes   
▪ Extra Hours Report 
▪ Work Log Compilation  
▪ Raffle Application for Battle Lake American Legion – July 25, 2020   

 
Liquor Store Report:  Freholtz reported sales were up 8.2% for November over last year and overall sales 
for the year are up 6.3% over last year.   The new employees have started and are doing well.  The 
compressor has been installed and is working fine.   
 
Police Report:  Kortlever provided a report of activities for the month of November. Kortlever reported that 
seven applications were received for the part-time police offer position.  The committee interviewed five of 
them.  Maslow made a motion to approve the committee recommendations with Don Maslow seconding, 
MCU.   

• Request Approval to Hire Carl Aschnewitz dependent on Background Check at Pay Grade 5, Step 1 
($19.69/hour) 

• Request Approval for David Wilson as 2nd Choice if needed 

• Request Approval for Alisha Ettesvold as 3rd Choice if needed 
 
Deadline for the Police Chief position will be January 7, 2020.  The committee hopes to have a 
recommendation for council at the January 14, 2020 meeting. 
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Public Works Report:   

• Quammen made a motion to accept Steve Seufert’s resignation effective January 31, 2020.  An Open 
House celebrating his retirement will be scheduled later in January. 

• Seufert reported that snow removal continues to be a problem on the south side of City Hall with cars 
parking overnight.  He is requesting that council approve the purchase of signs that doesn’t allow 
overnight parking.  One more sign is also needed for the north parking lot.  Maslow made a motion to 
approve the purchase of five “no overnight parking, tow away zone” for the south and north parking 
lots by City Hall.  They will only be needed in the winter and will be removed for the other seasons.  
Christensen seconded.  MCU 

• There have been some issues with the streetlights that the City owns.  Seufert/Johnson have been 
looking into replacing them with LED lights and available rebates.   

 
Administration Report: 
Martin presented a report for the council on her time served on the West Central Initiative (WCI) Board and 
the Otter Tail County Community Development Authority (CDA) Board.    Martin is no longer serving on the 
West Central Initiative Board as she felt she could not put the time into the position that was needed.   
 
Battle Lake Motor Patrol:   Christensen reported they met last night.  A new truck was purchased for 
$26,000.  They will start the appraisal process soon.  He’d like to work with the townships on the plan to pull 
out of the BL Motor Patrol and do it as soon as possible.  He plans to bring up at their January meeting. 
 
BLAFRA:  Minutes were reviewed, and Maslow reported.   Kevin Anderson in the new chair with Maslow 
serving as Vice Chair. 
 
LACC:  They recently met with Bethel Church on their lease 
 
Tri-City Housing:  Martin reported. 
 
Economic Development Authority:  Reviewed financials and minutes 
 
Unfinished Business:  
Hatchery Row – No news to report. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Background Policy and Procedures.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
New Business: 
A list of current assets was distributed for review. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the 2020 Capital Improvement Plan and presented.  Christensen 
seconded.  MCU 
 
2020 Budgets – were reviewed for all funds.  Discussion on the amount to levy.  The preliminary levy was set 
at $765,000 but with changes to the budget, the final can be lowered to $750,000.  Tax rates were also 
reviewed and with the change to the levy, the rate will go down about 1.02%  
 
After council discussion, the Mayor called for public comment with one individual attended.  He is interested in 
learning about the process and is fairly new to Battle Lake.  He said his taxes have gone up, but his value has 
also increased, due to improvements, which accounts for the change in the amount of taxes.   
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-12-10A Approval of Final Budget and Levy with 
the levy set at $750,000.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, Kelm, Christensen, Salvevold, Quammen 
and Maslow voted yes with no one voting no.  MCU   
 
The fee ordinance was reviewed with some minor suggestions from Martin for changes.  There was a 
discussion on licensing golf carts and ATV’s.  Should it be a life-time license?  Council decided that it should 
be a three-year license at $20.  Maslow made a motion to approve the 2020 Fee Ordinance as presented and 
with the change to the ATV/Golf Cart fee, along with summary publication.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
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Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-12-10B Certification of Property Taxes.  
Salvevold seconded.  With a roll call vote, Kelm, Christensen, Salvevold, Quammen and Maslow voted yes 
with no one voting no.  MCU   
 
The Employee Relations committee reported that they completed evaluations on all Department Heads and 
received reports from the Department Heads on the other employees.  All evaluations went well.  It was stated 
that the City has a good group of people working for them.  The Employee Relations committee also felt that it 
was beneficial to have Martin continue on the Otter Tail County CDA but should review this on a yearly basis.  
Quammen made a motion to approve.  Maslow seconded.  MCU  
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Legal Service Agreement for Cline Jensen as presented for 2020.  
Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-12-10C Authorizing Payment of End of Year Claims.  
Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, Kelm, Christensen, Salvevold, Quammen and Maslow voted yes 
with no one voting no.  MCU   
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2012-12-10D Year-End Transfers.  Maslow seconded.  
With a roll call vote, Kelm, Christensen, Salvevold, Quammen and Maslow voted yes with no one voting no.  
MCU   
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the resignation of Bert Olson from the Planning Commission.  Salvevold 
seconded.  MCU 
 
EDA Commissioners will remain the same with Maslow continuing his term for another term. 
 
The other Committee Appointments were reviewed.  There was a discussion on combining some of the 
committees as some overlap, dependent on the project.  After discussion, council decided to combine Parks 
with Trails and add sidewalks to that committee.  Public Safety and Emergency Management should also be 
combined. 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-12-10E Designation Election Polling Place for 
2020.  Salvevold seconded.  With a roll call vote, Kelm, Christensen, Salvevold, Quammen and Maslow voted 
yes with no one voting no.  MCU   
 
Quammen made a motion to approve the water, sewer and natural gas ordinance appendices with summary 
publication.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve the change to the language for the Health Care Savings Plan as 
presented, along with similar changes to the Personnel Policy.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Kelm said that he would like more notice when there is a 2nd meeting of the month.  He was concerned that 
council did not receive enough notice when the 2nd meeting in November was going to be held.  Martin stated 
that she was following protocol when sending notice and made sure to call or talk to all the council members 
to make sure they were available even though the e-mail notice did not go to everyone due to e-mail issues 
with the Arvig system.  As it is a scheduled meeting, but not always held, notice does not need to be posted 
but council was notified the Thursday prior to the Tuesday meeting and Martin posted the change to the time 
well in advance of what is required.  Attorney Cline stated that even a special meeting only needs a three-day 
notice and no regulations were broken.  Quammen stated that they receive the calendar at the beginning of 
the year as she always keeps that date open, as it was a commitment when elected.  Martin asked if the 
council would like to change the process for holding the 2nd meeting as she usually determines if there is a 
need to have it.  The council discussed having a protocol for the second meeting and whether a longer notice 
needs to be provided. .  There were some concerns with the upcoming project and the possible need for a 2nd 
meeting with a short notice.  After a lengthy discussion, council decided that Martin should work with the 
Mayor when there is the need for that 2nd meeting that council was not aware of at the first meeting of the 
month.   
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Martin presented Housing statistics for Otter Tail county and she also presented social media and print 
statistics from Otter Tail Tourism.   
 

 
Adjourn 10:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
 


