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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – November 26, 2019 
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, November 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Battle Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council 
members Don Maslow, Marjorie Quammen, John A. Salvevold and Ryan Christensen present.  Also 
present were City Attorney, JJ Cline; Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Liquor Store Manager, Adam 
Freyholtz; Police Chief, Kent Kortlever; Public Works Technician, Chris Johnson; Public Works 
Superintendent, Steve Seufert and Jade Berube, City Engineer.  Other people were also in attendance 
from the community. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Greg Smedsrud was in attendance to request liquor licensing for the Battle Lake Oasis building.  He is 
requesting a wine and 3.2% beer license with a strong beer endorsement.  He would like to sell Ashby 
Brewing Company beer with food at the site and eventually set it up as a brewery and tap room to sell 
the beer and food.   
 
Prior to acting on Smedsrud’s request, council discussed proposed changes to the ordinance that would 
allow strong beer with 3.2% beer and wine.  Changes to the ordinance were also proposed for the future 
brewery and tap room.  Council had concerns about any effects to the municipal liquor store sale with 
the sale of growlers.  Freyholtz said he didn’t feel growler sales would probably not affect sales at the 
liquor store but if the state would allow off-sale from a brewery of cans, this could make a difference.  It 
was decided that more research needs to be done.  Martin will work with Attorney Cline and Freyholtz 
on this and get back to the council for approval.   
 

The council did decide to go ahead and make a couple changes related to Smedsrud’s current request and 

Sunday hours of sale.  Salvevold made a motion to approve the following change:   

LICENSES 
§ 111.20 LICENSE REQUIRED; KINDS OF LICENSES. 

    (2) On-sale wine license.  An on-sale wine license shall permit sale of wine of up 
to 14% alcohol by volume for consumption with the sale of food on the licensed premises 
only.  An on-sale wine license shall be issued only to a restaurant having facilities for seating 
at least 25 guests at one time.  An on-sale wine license shall authorize the sale of wine on all 
days of the week unless the Council restricts the license’s authorization to the sale of wine on 
all days except Sundays.  An on-sale wine license shall be issued only with the approval of 
the Commissioner of Public Safety.   

A holder of an on-sale wine license issued pursuant to M. S. 340A.404 Sub 5a, 
who is also licensed to sell 3.2 percent malt liquors at on-sale pursuant to MS 
340A.411, and whose gross receipts are at least 60 percent attributable to the sale of 
food, may also sell intoxicating malt liquors at on-sale without an additional license as 
defined in M.S. 340A.404 Subd. 5c  

   (b) Sunday hours.  The sale hours of on-sale intoxicating liquor on Sundays 

shall be established by MN State Statue.     Establishments serving liquor on Sundays must 

obtain a special license under subsection (5)(a) above.    

 
Christensen made a motion to approve claims totaling $42,600.39.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Council discussed the upcoming deadline for the Chief of Police position.   We have only received one 
application at this point with the deadline in the next couple of days.  Kortlever suggested they re-
consider the minimum qualifications and remove the supervisory experience as a minimum qualification 
and applicants would get a higher score if they have it.  He also suggested we change the five year’s 
experience to seven years year’s experience.  Council discussed many scenarios including sharing a 
Police Chief with another City or a part-time Chief with a secretary.  Kortlever suggested both of these 
options were not really feasible.  Maslow made a motion to approve changing minimum requirements:  
eliminate two years supervisory experience as a minimum requirement but have it as a strong 
preference in the scoring and change the need for five year’s experience to seven year’s experience.  

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes?id=340A.411#stat.340A.411
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Christensen seconded.  MCU It will be advertised with the change right away with a January 7th 
deadline. 
 
Public Works 
Seufert distributed an estimated cost to do Gilbertson and Larry’s parking lot combined.  Other areas 
that need to be fixed include Olaf, and Bowman.  Maslow made a motion to have Berube do engineering 
for these projects and council can consider if they want to do some or all of them for next year.   
 
Seufert asked if the council would like the electrical plug-in in the parking lot by the LACC and the one in 
Railroad Park be shut off and locked up for the winter.  There should be less need for electric cars in the 
LACC parking lot and they want to avoid other use for the winter.  Council agreed that Seufert should 
shut off and lock up the plug-ins.   
 
Liquor fees were discussed and tabled.   
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-11-26A Liquor and Garbage Hauling 
Licenses for 2020 with changes.  Salvevold seconded.  There was a roll call vote with Kelm, Maslow, 
Quammen, Salvevold and Christensen voting yes and no one voting no.   
 
Maslow made a motion to approve a temporary liquor permit for Prospect House for December 7th.   
Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-11-26B Accepting Donations from Battle Lake 
Lions Club.  Quammen seconded.   There was a roll call vote with Kelm, Maslow, Quammen, Salvevold 
and Christensen voting yes and no one voting no. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the transfer of Rusty Nail Liquor license to Zachary and Brianna 
Lewis effective January 1, 2020 and contingent on paperwork.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-11-26C Gambling Site Permit for Fergus 
Falls Hockey Association at the Rusty Nail.  Maslow seconded.  There was a roll call vote with Kelm, 
Maslow, Quammen, Salvevold and Christensen voting yes and no one voting no.   
 
The request for $2500 from North Country Food Bank to assist with the purchase and remodeling of a 
new building was discussed.  They provide food for the Food Shelf, Senior Programs, Backpack 
Program, etc. in Battle Lake.  Quammen made a motion to approve the donation.  Christensen 
seconded.  MCU 
 
The Holiday Party will be January 12th at Stevelly’s.  Martin will work on details and get the information 
out.  
 
A survey was sent out for a Tri-City Housing meeting to do strategic planning for either January 13th or 
January 22nd with the majority of the council choosing the 22nd.   
 
CDA Housing Summit is coming up December 4th at Thumper Pond.   
 
 
 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
 


