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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting October 8, 2019 
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, October 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Battle 
Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council members Don Maslow, 
Marjorie Quammen, John A. Salvevold and Ryan Christensen present.  Also present were City Attorney, JJ Cline; 
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer, Karalee Brandner; Police Chief, Kent Kortlever; Public Works Superintendent, Steve 
Seufert, Liquor Store Manager, Adam Freyholtz and Jade Berube, City Engineer.  Other people were also in 
attendance from the community. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR ALLEY VACATION– Don and Sheryl Maslow 

WHEREAS, the petition requested that the City Council pursuant to Minnesota Statute §412.851 vacate this alley 
legally described as: That part of said Alley in Block 4 which lies Easterly of a line beginning at the southwest 
corner of Lot 3 of said Block 4; thence southerly to the northwest corner of Lot 10 of said Block 4 and said line 
there terminating. Reserving said vacation area for drainage and utility purposes. As the property owners own 
both properties, they request that all the vacated property be added entirely to the property to the south.   

 
 
Mayor Kelm opened up the public hearing. 
 
Public comment was made by Petersons in support and Steve relayed a message of support from Regina Fogard.   
 
Council discussion was held, and the consensus was that it made sense to vacate as it is not currently used as an alley. 
 
Public Hearing was closed.   

 
Quammen made a motion to approve #2019-10-08A RESOLUTION VACATING AN ALLEY UPON PETITION OF 
MAJORITY OF ABUTTING LANDOWNERS. Salvevold seconded. Roll call vote:  those voting for: Quammen, 
Christensen, Salvevold, and Kelm with no one voting against. Maslow abstained from voting. MCU   
 
PUBLIC HEARING FOR VACATING A STREET – HOLDT STREET PROPERTY OWNERS 
WHEREAS,  a petition signed by the majority of property owners abutting a portion of Holdt Street right-of-way described 
in the attached Petition and Beginning at the northeast corner of Lot 1, Block 7 of the said plat of the TOWN OF BATTLE 
LAKE, OTTER TAIL COUNTY, MINNESOTA; thence on an assumed bearing of North 77 degrees 43 minutes 45 seconds 
West on and along the southerly right of way line of HOLDT STREET, as said street is shown on said plat a distance of 
1032.00 feet to the northwest corner of Lot 6, Block 9 of said plat; thence continuing North 77 degrees 43 minutes 45 
seconds West a distance of 106.36 feet thence North 0 degrees 15 minutes 38 seconds West a distance of 39.66 feet; 
thence South 77 degrees 23 minutes 07 seconds East a distance of 150.48 feet; thence on a curve to the right, said curve 
having a central angle of 5 degrees 26 minutes 31 seconds, a radius of 3171.127 feet, an arc length of 301.19 feet; thence 
continuing on a reverse curve to the left, said reverse curve having a central angle of 5 degrees 44 minutes 27 seconds, a 
radius of 1590.227 feet, an arc length of 159.34 feet thence South 77 degrees 41 minutes 03 seconds East a distance of 
536.78 feet; thence South 12 degrees 16 minutes 15 seconds West a distance of 13.19 feet to the point of beginning. 
 
Mayor Kelm opened up the public hearing. 
 
Public comment was called for and none was given. 
 
Council discussion was held, City Engineer Jade Berude reported that he is waiting on verification of the survey but the 
City’s portion looks good. Council noted that Mr. Neset, the only property owner that did not sign the petition, was in 
attendance at the meeting and had no objection to the vacation request.  
 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution #2019-10-08B. Maslow seconded.  Roll call vote: those voting for 
Quammen, Christensen, Salvevold, Maslow and Kelm with no one voting against. MCU 
 
Christiansen made a motion to approve the agenda, Maslow seconded. MCU 
 
Visitors 
Al Roth, AT Group was in attendance.  AT Group facilitates some of the benefits for the City of Battle Lake as well as the 
Cobra benefits for our retirees. Al presented information on the Public Employees Insurance Program (PEIP) to the 
council. Al explained the premium, tier system and first dollar deductible associated with PEIP insurance as well as the 2 
year contract commitment with PEIP. Christensen made a motion to switch to PEIP insurance as of 1/1/2020. The City will 
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pay 100% of the cost for single coverage and 80% of family coverage. $275 per benefit eligible employee will be 
contributed to a H.S.A. to help offset the deductible amounts. Maslow seconded. MCU 
 
Mikel B. Olson, Executive Director of the Fergus Falls HRA gave an update on the small cities grants. 72 homeowner 
surveys have been returned, 41 of which qualify by income and 13 Commercial surveys have also been returned. The 
total grant limits are $600,000 for commercial and $600,000 for residential. He commended the council and staff on their 
work at the Community Fish Fry and encouraging residents to fill out the survey forms. He noted that any property that 
received a grant last round are not eligible for more funds until the original note is satisfied. Motion to submit the pre-
application for the small cities grant was made by Christensen and seconded by Salvevold. MCU 
 
 
Project Updates 
Jade Berube, Apex Engineering, was in attendance.  
 
Berube gave a project update: 

o Hidden Meadows: 
The roadway has been paved, but shouldering remains along the edges of the roadway. There have been a couple of 
property owners that have requested further review of the connections along the edges of the new roadway. A punch 
list is being prepared to address the outstanding concerns to be completed prior to finalizing the contract. 
 
Currently a partial payment request is in to the Council for approval for the work completed to date. Only work 
completed, less 5% of the amount (retainage) is eligible for payment at this time. Maslow made a motion to pay 
$62,584.18 as stated in Application for Payment No. 1 as submitted by Berube. Quammen seconded. MCU 
 

o North Shore/Lake Shore Drive: 
Contracts have been executed with Sellin Brothers, Inc. for the project. In speaking with Sellin, they intend on 
beginning the work as soon as possible next year. They may look into the possibility of lining the sanity sewer along 
Highway 78 this fall, but do not want to work on pavement restoration this fall. The preconstruction meeting will be 
delayed until early next year, weather dependent to review the proposed project and set up a construction schedule.  
 
The financing from the Public Facilities Authority (PFA) has been sent to Bond Counsel for review. Following review 
and approval, the loan documents will be forwarded to the City for approval.       

 

o New Well No. 4: 
The funding list from the State has been finalized and the New Well Project is in the fundable range. We are currently 
waiting for test results from recent well samples prior to requesting approval to move forward with the proposed 
project.  

 
Berube anticipated that we can expect 80% to be paid with non-city funds. Seufert reported that the electrical wires 
on Well #1 have been burned to the pump and it is not useable at this time.  
 
Maslow moved to approve the Consent Agenda with Christensen seconding the motion.  MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  
• Claims List totaling $349,602.44 
• Minutes   
• Extra Hours Report   

 
Liquor Store Report:  Freyholtz reported on the liquor store.    Sales were down 8.9% for September over last year and 
overall sales for the year are up 6.3% over last year.  Freyholtz is requesting approval of resignations of part-time liquor 
clerks Molly Bruininga, Daryl Peterson, and Joel Larson. Requesting approval to hire Chris Ronning contingent on 
background investigation at Pay Grade 2, Step 1, $12.09 per hour. Christiansen made the motion to approve both. Maslow 
seconded. MCU    
 
Police Report:  Kortlever provided a report of activities for the month of September. 
 
Public Works Report:   
 

• Seufert submitted the Resolution for City & Township Winter Maintenance Agreement from Otter Tail County. 
Quammen made a motion to approve. Salvevold seconded. Roll call vote: those voting for Quammen, 
Christensen, Salvevold, Maslow and Kelm with no one voting against. MCU 

• Snow Removal Contract was discussed. Olson’s Lawn Care LLC submitted a rate of $85 per hour. They have 
been timely and do a good job. Christensen made a motion to approval renewal of the contract for the 2019-2020 
snow removal season. Salvevold seconded. MCU   
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• The need for dead trees to be removed from private property was discussed. Seufert presented the council will 
photos of the areas needing to be addressed. Christensen made a motion for Cline and Seufert to draft a letter to 
the homeowners needing to take action. Maslow seconded. MCU 

• Work on relocating the camper dump to Main and Holdt Street continues.   

• Seufert would like permission to purchase water meters. Funds would have to be taken out of the capital 
improvement fund and repaid with project funds when they are released. Salvevold made a motion to approve 
the purchase of 130 meters at a cost of $215 per meter. Maslow seconded. MCU 

• Due to weather the parks and RV dump have been closed for the season. 
 
Administration Report: 
None available at this time. 
 
Battle Lake Motor Patrol:   Christensen reported that they have not had their monthly meeting yet. Road grader and plow 
are ready. The rest of the trucks will be ready in the next couple weeks.  
 
BLAFRA:  Maslow reported that they have ordered the kit for the new grass rig. They are looking into a new compressor 
to fill the tanks. They will be looking into possible grant funding. The generator is still making noise. Brogaards has been 
contacted again.   
 
LACC:  Reviewed minutes and financials. Salvevold reported that there has been water in the north furnace room, 
condensation pumps are needed. Salvevold questioned if there could be HRA funds available for the Community Center. 
Overall it was a good summer with a lot of activity and turtle races. 
 
Tri-City Housing:  Minutes were available for review. Kelm reported.  Blandin Leadership Program application link is 
open.  
 
Street Committee:  The street committee met to discuss the area by Larry’s that has had issues with washouts and 
potholes. There was discussion regarding cost and options to raise and pave that area. Council would like Seufert and 
Berube to proceed with determining costs associated with this project as well as redoing Olaf and possibly adding a turn 
lane at the intersection with Highway 78. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
Hatchery Row – The $50,000 CDA grant was approved. Properties have been purchased and there was discussion 
regarding personal property left in the buildings. Kelm questioned if staff had withheld funds until personal property from 
the buildings, but as closing has taken place this was no longer an option.  
 
Nothing new to report on the Environmental study at this time.   
 
Personnel Negotiations – Council approval requested for a 3% COLA with the step increase dependent on a good 
performance evaluation. Also requested would be an increase to vacation time to 120 hours at 5 years and 160 hours at 
10 years, but no incremental increases in between. Maslow made a notion to approve the request. Salvevold seconded. 
MCU 
 
New Business: 
LCSC Board Member Nomination – Tabled 
 
2019 Audit - Christensen made a motion to retain Carlson SC for the 2019 audit.  Quammen seconded. MCU 
 
Solar Workshop Recap - Kelm reported that the workshop was very informative. There is now a 5 year payoff with a 30 
year life expectancy. He would like to see the city proceed with applying for a seed grant.  
  
 
Notices/Announcements: 

❑ November Council Meeting – November 12th at 7:00 p.m. 
❑ Thank you from the Battle Lake Community Fund was received. 
❑ Thank you from the Prospect House was received. 
 

Adjourn 9:15 p.m. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________   Karalee M. Brandner, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 
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