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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – October 12, 2021 7:00 p.m.   
  
Mayor Richard Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, October 
12, 2021 with Council members Don Maslow, Ryan Christensen, Marjorie Quammen and Julia 
DeMars attending. Also present at City Hall were Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works 
Superintendent, Chris Johnson; Liquor Store Manager, Adam Freyholtz; City Attorney, JJ Cline; 
City Engineer, Jade Berube and Chief of Police, Todd Quaintance.  
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Maslow made a motion to approve the agenda. Christensen 
seconded. MCU 
 
Mayor Bullard opened the Hearing for a Conditional Use Permit:  Otter Tail County is requesting a 

Conditional Use Permit for property located at 619 Holdt St. West. The request is as follows:   The amount 

of fill material being displaced or exported from the site exceeds the base maximum allowable without a 

conditional use permit. The fill material needs to be moved in order to construct a new county garage to 

replace the existing deteriorated garage. 

 

The project was presented by the visitors and Jade Berube, City Engineer. The project will require 

removal of approximately 8,895 cubic yards of fill.  Engineered drawing were presented and 

Engineer Berube was available at the meeting to answer any questions.  

• The project has to comply with MPCA guidelines for stormwater.  

• There are two retention ponds that will accommodate the stormwater on site. 

• Comstock Construction has the bid and has 14 months to complete it.  

• Plans are to start construction in the spring with completion by November 15, 2022.  

• The existing garage will be demolished and will be replaced with pavement. The County 
recycling trailers will eventually move to that location when the construction project is 
complete.  

Zoning Officer, Martin had no additional information or comments to share. 
Mayor Bullard called for public comment with no comments. 
The hearing was closed and council reviewed the Planning Commission’s recommendation and 
findings of fact: 

1. Will the requested use create an unreasonably excessive burden on existing streets or 

other utilities? No, it will not. It will be the same use as before with some additional truck 

traffic. 

2. Is the requested use in any way incompatible with surrounding areas? It is not. It will be the 

same use as the other buildings on the property.  

3. Will the intended use have an appearance that will unreasonably adversely affect nearby 

properties? It will not – the appearance will improve with the project.  

4. Will the intended use create an unreasonably adverse effect because of noise, odor, glare, 

or general unsightliness for nearby property owners? No – it will have the same use. 

5. Is the intended use in the opinion of the Planning Commission, reasonably related to the 

existing land use and environment? Yes.  

6. Is the intended use consistent with Battle Lake Land Use ordinances? Yes. 

7. Is the intended Use compatible with the Battle Lake Comprehensive Plan? Yes. 

Based on the Findings on Fact, Planning Commission voted to recommend the City Council approve the 

Conditional Use Permit. Christensen made a motion to approve with Quammen seconding. MCU 

 

The commercial application for the County garage was reviewed with Christensen making a motion to approve and 
Quammen seconding. MCU 
 
Rick Schara from West Central Initiative was present to review their programs throughout the last year. The City of 
Battle Lake has pledged financial support to this organization and Schara thanked the City for the assistance. 
 
Ted Thompson, Rob Thompson, and Ted Christensen from Goodneighbors were in attendance to review the 
Hatchery Row project. Berube reviewed the shared parking plan which was revised from last month. Martin reported 
that additional infrastructure costs will be the responsibility of the developer after the grant portions have been paid. 
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Goodneighbors is aware of this and is very willing to work with the City. Resolution 2021-10-12A Authorizing the 
Sale of the Property to Goodneighbors was tabled until the October 26th council meeting.  

 
Jade Berube, City Engineer: 

• Well No. 5: 

• Construction around the well site has been occurring over the last few weeks with tree removal, topsoil 
stripping, watermain connections, surface improvements, and other items around the proposed well site.  

• This week Eagle Construction will begin bringing in subgrade material for the wellhouse, along with pouring 
the new concrete valley gutter on Jefferson Avenue and patching Bowman Street.  

 

• Olaf Avenue/Memory Lane: 

• The topographic survey for Olaf Avenue and Memory Lane has been completed and staff is currently drawing 
up the survey data. Soil Borings for the project were completed by Terracon last week, and a Geotechnical 
Report is anticipated within the next few weeks which will outline the pavement recommendations for the 
roadway. 

• Sketches of the proposed improvements will be prepared for the Council to review following cleanup of the 
survey and clarification of minor design element items from the Minnesota Department of Transportation.  

 

• North Shore/Lake Shore Drive: 

• At the City’s August Council Meeting, a request for the time extension to September 17, 2021 from Sellin 
Brothers, Inc. for the North Shore/Lake Shore Drive project was tabled. The extension was primarily requested 
due to the severe drought conditions that the area had experienced in the spring and summer. Because the 
item was tabled, it should be addressed by the Council. The turf has been established according to the 
contract, which addresses the growth requirement to limit erosion and other State related requirements. 
Christensen made  a motion to approve the extension.  Bullard seconded. MCU 

 

• Madison/Bowman Drainage: 

• Johnson, Martin and Berube met with the West Otter Tail County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) on September 29th to discuss the bluff erosion and repair. The SWCD has completed plans and 
specifications to repair the current bluff erosion, which will consist of a PYRAWALL unit and anchoring. 
Pictures of what a Pyrawall looks like were presented to the council.   

• Based on discussions with the SWCD, the cost of the project is estimated to be approximately $21,700. The 
SWCD is working on budgeting to find funding for up to 75% of the project. 

• The project would have to be contracted by the City, with an agreement with the property owners along the 
bank. There is a maintenance requirement with the funds that would also fall onto the City but would be minor 
and include various inspections over the period of 10 years.  

• The proposed improvements, if authorized by the Council, would be sent out to local landscaping contractors 
for pricing following agreements from the Property Owner for construction. The project would be completed in 
the spring of 2022 assuming financing is approved by the SWCD.  

• Christensen made a motion to move forward with this project. Quammen seconded. MCU 
 

• Hatchery Row: 

• Sellin Brothers have completed the work along Hatchery Row with seeding completed approximately two 
weeks ago. A payment application has been prepared for the project in the amount of $175,998.50. The 
payment will be complete for the project and will not be made to Sellin Brothers until the proper closeout 
documentation is provided to the City. Maslow made a motion to approve the pay request. Quammen 
seconded. MCU  Martin will hold the check until the project and paperwork related the project are complete.  
There was a discussion on the work in Railroad Park. The pipe installation made a large hump in the park and 
council requested that Berube work to make this more level – possibly by using the leftover fill south of 
Larry’s.  

 

Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Maslow seconded. MCU 

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation 

• Special Event Permit – October 23 – LACC – Jack O’ Lantern Jubilee  

• Special Event Permit – Bethel Trunk or Treat - October 31st  
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• Quarterly Reports  

• Small Cities Payment  
 

Department Head Reports 

Liquor Store by Adam Freyholtz 

 

 
• Martin and Freyhotlz met with Tony Stoll from BHH at the Liquor Store, plans were drawn up for 

Council to discuss. Chad Bormann joined the council meeting via zoom to discuss the project. 
Council discussed some of the options listed. Martin distributed bond information for a $250,000 
bond in case the council wanted to complete the full project presented. The council did not see the 
value in the project to increase the size of the front of the building and wanted to focus on the back 
addition. Bormann suggested the council consider reroofing the whole building and residing due to 
the fading of the current building. Council wants BHH to focus on the rear addition and they were 
not interested in reroofing the whole building but would like the siding redone. Bormann will create 
the specifications and ad for sealed bid with council approving at the October 26th council meeting.  

 

Public Works Report by Chris Johnson  

• Staff is busy with the fall routine, jetting sewer lines, pulling docks, garbage cans, flowerpots, 
mulching leaves, benches and so on. 

• The sewer back up that occurred in sept on Lake Shore drive was cleaned and televised with no 
cause discovered. It was thought to be potentially caused by careless service hookups, or 
something of the like, but we never found any evidence of that. 

• The shop addition is moving along well right now with the walls done and roof being finished this 
week. 

• I have inquired about the Payloader delivery date and John Deere is looking into it. I hope to know 
before the council meeting. 

• I have two quotes for the shop heating system and will present for approval on 10-12-2021.  
Maslow made a motion to approve the low bid from Battle Lake Refrigeration and Heating at 
$2,883 for the heat at the addition to the shop. DeMars seconded.  MUC 

• The well # 5 site work has begun with some dirt work, a water tap on the 8” main, and some tree 
removal. 

• Council agreed that the ice-skating rink should be moved to the lake as it was last year and we 
would work with volunteers to keep it cleared.  The warming house could be put on the ice when it 
gets thick enough with the help of volunteers to get it out there. Johnson reported that there are a 
couple of benches that can be brought down to the lake. Martin reported that she found out our 
insurance will cover City employees and equipment along with volunteers. It will not cover the 
volunteer’s equipment.  
 
 
 

Month - September 

Sales 185,128 - 5,895 - 3.0% 

Transactions 5,410 - 149 - 2.6% 

Average Sale $34.22 - 0.14  

Gross Profit 30.76%   

Year 
Sales 1,829,084 + 28,334 + 1.5% 

Transactions 51,090 + 687 + 1.3% 
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Police Report by Todd Quaintance 
Accident-1050-MV-Rec Veh 2 

 
Animal Call 4 

 
Animal Bite 1 

 
Assistance-Public 5 

 
Assistance 4 

 
Disturbance 1 

 
EMS-Medical 5 

 
Fire Call-Other 1 

 
Harassment/Stalking 1 

 
Hazardous Material 1 

 
Extra Patrol 4 

 
Programs-Tours-Events 2 

 
Records Check 2 

 
Resid/Busin/Area Checks 11 

 
Road/Street Hazard 3 

 
School Assistance 8 

 
Suspicious Activity 3 

 
Traffic Stop Citation 1 

 
Unlock 3 

 
Vandalism 2 

 
Warning-Traffic 31 

 
               

Total 95 
 

September Patrol Miles- 2426 
    

          

TRAINING:        

Training on 10/6/21 for 170 and 173      

Training ETI conference upcoming 10-31-21 to 11-3-21 for 170    

         

EQUIPMENT UPDATES:       

New squad computers not expected now until middle of November   

No ETA on new squad camera       

COMMUNITY:        

Beginning of school bus safety presentation on 09-14-21    
 

Administration Report by Val Martin 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) on October 6, 2021 

• Otter Tail Lake Country has been doing a series in partnership with WCCO called Rural by Choice. 
They’ve been chosen to be part of the Twin Cities Film Festival.     

• Otter Tail County on Us was a program designed to help get Otter Tail County on the map. They 
made visits to St. Cloud, St. Paul, Grand Forks, Des Moines, and other Cities, working with local 
radio stations to provide swag and get people familiar with Otter Tail County.  

• We reviewed priorities and goals and what has happened since the start of the CDA. 

• Continued work with OTC HRA on housing initiatives.  

• Discussed a program called Youth Workforce Navigation Program that would connect businesses 
to high school students to develop relationships, provide short-term employment and expose 
students to industries in the area.  

• The CDA has a Lead for Minnesota Fellow that will be working on addressing broadband issues.  
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• Broadband – adding a smart room in Otter Tail and one in Henning.  

• Ten businesses/nonprofits have been selected for a technology assessment where they 
collaborate with a consultant to see where they are at with technology and provide advise to the 
entity on improvements.  

Other Activities to note: 

• EDA – continued work on Hatchery Row, final design, final paperwork needed and use of right of 
way. Flyers on Facebook for businesses done weekly; we continue to keep kiosk full of brochures 
and flyers; assist LACC Board on their new future plans, attended the LACC’s community meeting.  

• Planning Commission – CUP application; a couple of site visits, issued permits.  

• Liquor Store – assist with contacting BHH, contract and site meeting at the Liquor Store. I also 
reviewed requirements for sealed bids.  

• Budget follow up with levy paperwork sent to the County. 

• Several phone calls and emails related to the Bethel Church project and the alley vacation.  

• Follow up on new ordinances – sent to paper for publication, filed and put on the website.  

• Natural gas – started working on budgets, created history of payments to Perham, discuss a rate 
increases with Chris, set up NG meeting.  

 
BLAFRA minutes were reviewed. 
 
LACC minutes and monthly report were reviewed.  
 
EDA minutes and financials were reviewed.  
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Martin reported that MN DEED has amended the redevelopment grant to pay the increased cost of the 

demolition. Grant’s original budget was $100,800 and the revised budget is $128,978. This is a cost-share 

program with DEED paying half and the City paying half.  

NEW BUSINESS: 
Christensen made a motion to approve Carlson Highland SV to complete the 2021 audit. Maslow 
seconded. MCU 
 
Natural gas budgets and rates were discussed. The winter contract price from the City of Perham has 
gone up over last year.  This will affect the overall budget with a rate increase is needed to balance the 
budget.   Quammen made a motion to increase natural gas rates to $1.07 per CCF effective with the 
October billing and to also increase the rate, if the monthly rate to the City goes over $3,80 per MCF. 
The increase would be the same percentage as the actual rate increase over $3.80 per MCF. Maslow 
seconded. MCU 
 
 
NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE:   

• Council Meeting – October 26, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  
• Council Meeting – November 9, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  

 
Adjourn 8:55 p.m.  
 
 
 
 __________________________________ Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


