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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting January 8, 2019   
 
The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session on Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Battle Lake City Hall.    Mayor Gene Kelm called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Council 
members Don Maslow, Marjorie Quammen, Ryan Christensen and John A. Salvevold present.  Also 
present were City Attorney, JJ Cline; Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Liquor Store Manager, Adam 
Freyholtz; Public Works Technician, Chris Johnson; Public Works Superintendent, Steve Seufert.   
Other visitors were in attendance. 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
PUBLIC HEARING – VARIANCE REQUEST FOR MILTON AND LINDA PAULSON 
Milton and Linda Paulson request a variance for their property located at 117 Lake Ave.  The request is for a 
variance from the impervious surface requirement of 40% to build a 22’ x 42’ addition on alley side of existing 
building.   
Jay and Milt were in attendance to present their application.   

 They plan to build a 22 x 42 addition include 4 office spaces for the real estate business and 1/1/2 
office spaces for High Point Homes. 

 The area they wish to build is currently pervious and with the addition, it will be increasing their 
impervious amount from 35.47% to 48.48%.   

 They noted the amount of pervious/grassy area they would keep is still much more than most of the 
businesses in that area. 

 They are willing to work with the City on Stormwater runoff. 
Staff Report – Val Martin, Zoning Officer: 
I reviewed the request from Milt Paulson for an addition to his property located at 117 Lake Avenue North.  
The request would increase their impervious from 35.47% to 48.48%.  Steve and I did a site visit on 12/26 and 
I completed an impervious study.  I came up with a little different amount from Milt Paulson’s application as 
noted on the layout he provided and a spreadsheet that I completed after the site visit. 
 
The request seems reasonable and my only concern is the additional storm water run-off.  There is a small 
amount of pervious surface on the back-side of the building.  It would be a reasonable request to ask them to 
do what they can to keep that water on the property as long as possible by sloping this area and possibly 
adding a berm, if that would help the situation. 
Planning Commission Recommendation and Findings of Fact: 

1. Is it reasonable?  The Planning Commission members agreed that it is reasonable considering the 
amount of pervious surface this property owner has in comparison to others in the downtown area.   
The requirements were changed about 10 years ago.  Historically, owners in this area did not have to 
comply with impervious surface amounts.   

2. Unique Circumstances:  The property is unique as they do have more green space than other 
business owners in the area and they really don't have another place on their property to build an 
addition. 

3. Essential Character:  It will not alter the essential character - It will blend in with their current 
structure and others along Lake Ave.  It will also be located in the back of the building and will not be 
seen from the street. 

4. Is it in harmony with the general purpose of the zoning code?  Yes 
5. Is it consistent with the Comprehensive Plan?  Yes 
6. Will the request have an adverse impact on government services such as street usage, snow 

removal, stormwater runoff, emergency services, etc.?  It will not 
7. What portion of the variance request in based upon economic considerations? (economic 

considerations alone should not be a reason for granting a variance)  None 
8. Does the existing sewer treatment need upgrading?  No 
9. Are there conditions that should be imposed in grating the variance?  Yes 

 
The Planning Commission recommends the approval of the variance based on the Findings of Fact and to 
impose the following conditions: 

1. Create a small berm and swale in the grassy area on the southwest side of the property to keep as 
much water off the alley as possible. 
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2. Create appropriate drainage on the south side of the building, along the property line such as a swale 
with landscaping rock to keep the drainage off the neighbor’s property. 

 
Mayor Kelm called for public comment with no one responding.   After discussion, Maslow made a motion to 
approve the variance with the conditions recommended by the Planning Commission.  Christensen seconded.  
MCU 
 
Visitors: 
Lee Rogness representing Bethel Lutheran Church is requesting that the City Council eliminate 
utility base fees for the former Open Door Youth Center.  They expect that a demolition will occur in the 
future as the building is in very poor condition.  It was donated to the church and they had hoped to 
utilize the building but found this was not feasible due to the condition of the structure.  Council 
Members wondered if this would set precedence especially with all the seasonal properties in Battle 
Lake. As the building is not worth repairing, this seems to be a reasonable request and Council 
Members felt it should not set precedence.  Seufert said that the gas line will need to be terminated and 
water/sewer services will need to be capped off.  Christensen made a motion to cease charging Bethel 
Church for base rates effective tomorrow.  The owner will be responsible for the cost to cap off the 
water/sewer service and to remove the natural gas line.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Jade Berube, Apex Engineering was in attendance to present general information about the upcoming utility 
project along Lake Shore and North Shore Drive.   
Project Update:   

 Two proposals were received for soil boring.  Christensen made a motion to approve the proposal 
from Braun Intertec (lowest price) to do soil borings.  Maslow seconded.  MCU   

 State funding application was sent to Public Facilities Authority (PFA) and funding will be finalized 
following bidding.  We may qualify for some pretty significant grant funds for the project. 

 County will be platting the right of way for Lake Shore Drive. 

 A letter will be sent to property owners to determine any private utilities along the roadway.   We will 
also be gathering e-mail addresses so we can provide updates as we go along with the project. 

 After some investigation, it was discovered that the water main between Dunton Street and Shoreline 
is older cast iron and was not replaced as originally thought.  Options will be considered for 
replacement and council was in agreement that it needs to be added to the project.  It could be listed 
as an alternate with the project.  Jade has started conversation with MnDOT for this part of the 
project. 

 Several project considerations were discussed and tabled until the March meeting: 
o During the project, temporary water will be installed which will not run through water meters.  

Council should consider how to bill them.  Several options were discussed and council 
requested some additional information from the Clerk’s office to help determine how to move 
forward including number of customers and water usage. 

o After construction, the contractor will be installing new turf.  Usually some watering will be 
done by the contractor following seeding but it’s usually not enough to grow quality grass.  
Some Cities provide an incentive to property owners that water the new seeding, such as a 
deduction in the amount of gallons charged or a specific dollar credit.   

 Council may want to somehow combine the two incentives.   

 The Water/Sewer Committee should meet prior to the March council meeting and come up with some 
recommendations.   

 
Christensen made a motion to pass the consent agenda. 

 Treasurer’s Report  
 Claims List  
 Minutes  Extra Hours Report   
 Zoning Permit Report   
 Quarterly Financial Reports Including Collateral & Investments  
 Special Event Permit – BL Sporting Club Fishing Contest – February 9

th  
 

Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Quarterly financials (due to new software) and Project Priority List were both tabled.   
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Liquor Store Report:  Freyholtz presented the report.  Sales were up 8.3% for December over last year and 
overall sales for the year are up 7.3% over last year.   The cost for credit card processing has gone up with 
the current company they are using.  He has been looking to other companies to find a better deal.  Council 
agreed that he should move forward with a change unless a contract is needed, in which chase the contract 
would have to be approved by the Council.   
 
Police Report:  Kortlever was not in attendance but provided a report for activities. 
 
Public Works Report:   

 Seufert received state bid pricing for a new Ford F150.  The price came in at $23,860 for a regular 
cab pickup and $24,025 for an extended cab pickup from Tenvoorde Ford.  Salvevold made a motion 
to purchase a new extended cab F150 from Tenvoorde Ford.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 

 Seufert discussed an issue on County Road 83/Holdt Street.  The City owns a portion of the right-of-
way and so does the County.  There are several buildings on the actual right-of-way and some of the 
owners are in need of selling or trying to finance but cannot get a clean title.  The council would have 
to formally vacate the road to assist the homeowners and they’ve worked it out with the County.  
Seufert has met with staff from the County and he stated that the property owners may need to work 
on a court order to get this done.  It’s really up to the property owners to start the process.  Attorney 
Cline is familiar with the situation and will have a discussion with the title company that has been 
working with some of the property owners. 

 
Administration Report: 
Martin presented a report for the council of her activities.  She asked if this was the format they wanted to see.  
Council members stated they are looking at total of hours spent in each specific department mostly for 
budgeting purposes.  They asked that both administration and public works come up with a report with this 
type of detail.  It will be up to the department heads to come up with a format.   
 
Battle Lake Motor Patrol:  They have their next meeting on Monday.   
 
BLAFRA:  Maslow reported.   
 
LACC:  Kelm reported. 
 
Tri-City Housing:  Kelm and Martin reported.   
 
Economic Development Authority:  Reviewed minutes and financials.  The annual meeting will be held on 
February 7

th
 at the Shoreline. 

 
Wellhead Protection:  The yearly committee meeting was held and Aaron Meyer from MN Rural Water was 
in attendance at that meeting.  He told the committee that Battle Lake is doing very well and has completed 
almost all of their projects listed in the plan.  He also stated that the City will soon be getting a letter from the 
MN Department of Health informing us that we will need to start working on an update.  The update is due in 
2020. 
 
Unfinished Business:  
 
Hatchery Row –  

 The agreement with the developer is still being worked on by Attorney Jensen.   

 The EDA has negotiated a possible agreement with Cranston to purchase the additional lot.  The plan 
would include swapping land where he’s at with property the City owns on EDA Drive.  It would be the 
SW corner of this lot.  The City will provide an additional $25,000 for him to either build a new building 
or move the one he has.  Martin will investigate size of lot needed to accommodate a water and sewer 
system. 

 Options for Phase II of the Environmental Study were distributed to council.  Martin will see if Brandyn 
Ehlis can attend the January 22

nd
 meeting and explain the different options. 

 Execution of purchase agreements needs to be tabled. 
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 The resolution calling for the hearing of TIF-8 was tabled. 
 
 
Quammen left the meeting. 
 
Martin recommended the council and EDA focus on Hatchery Row for the January 22

nd
 meeting rather than 

working on strategic planning.  Strategic Planning will be postponed until February 26
th
 at 5:30 p.m.  Council 

agreed to this change. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the changes to Ordinance 90 – Animals as presented.  Salvevold 
seconded.  MCU 
 
Cline recommended the council approve the MnDOT LUP for the Roadside Beautification Project as 
presented.  Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-01-09C MnDOT Limited Use Permit.  
Maslow seconded.  Roll call vote with Maslow, Christensen, Kelm and Salvevold voting yes and no one voted 
against.  MCU 
 
Seufert presented a quote from All Seasons to replace the two furnaces at City Hall for $6,500.  Christensen 
made a motion to approve.  Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
New Business: 
Maslow made a motion to approve the 2019 Committee and Appointments as amended.  Christensen 
seconded.  MCU 
APPOINTMENTS:  

1. ACTING MAYOR   ------- Maslow  2.  OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER -- B L Review       

3.  CITY ATTORNEY ------- (per contract) J. J. Cline  

4.  OFFICIAL WEB-SITE:  www.ci.Battle-Lake.mn.us 

5.  ADMINISTRATIVE HEARING BOARD--- Gene Kelm, Archie Salvevold, and 1 Staff Person (Chosen at the Time the Hearing 

is Requested)      

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS: 
AIRPORT…………………………………………Christensen, Salvevold, Richard Fugelberg, Kathy Deal 
AIRPORT MANAGER………………….Chris Johnson                                                       
STREET…………………………………………..Salvevold, Christensen 
WATER/SEWER…………………………………Kelm, Christensen 
NATURAL GAS………………………………….Maslow, Quammen 
ORDINANCE ….…………………………………Maslow, Kelm 
PARK AND REC…………………………………Quammen, Kelm 
LIQUOR ……………………………………………Kelm, Quammen 
PUBLIC SAFETY…………………………………Maslow, Salvevold 
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT/ SAFETY  
COMMITTEE (+DEPT HEADS)……………Maslow, Salvevold 
EMPLOYEE RELATIONS/INSURANCE………Kelm, Maslow 
FINANCE COMMITTEE…………………………Kelm, Christensen  
FACILITIES COMMITTEE………………………Quammen, Christensen 
TRAIL COMMITTEE……………………………..Maslow, Salvevold 
ART ADVISORY COMMITTEE…………………Reba Gilliand, John Olesen , Annette Hochstein, Kristi Kuder, Sean Scott, Molly 
Johnston, Patrick Hollister, Joan Vorderbruggen & Kristi Everts  
WEED INSPECTOR……………………………...Kelm                                                                                                          
 ASSISTANT WEED INSPECTOR ……Steve Seufert 
BL COMMUNITY FUND Advisory Board (1)………..Quammen 
 LACC liaison……………………………………..Salvevold 
 WELLHEAD PROTECTION COMMITTEE……Martin, Seufert, Quammen 
SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL/Bicycle Advisory Committee…………………..Salvevold, Martin, Seufert, Kortlever, Jeff Drake, 
Patrick Hollister, Lisa Malmstrom, Jeff Wiersma, Wayne Hurley 
TRI-CITY LIVING………………………………….KELM, MARTIN  
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(3) BL Fire Relief Association Trustees (Fire Chief, 1-elected official, 1-elected or appointed official)……Chief Tysdal, Mayor 
Kelm, Clerk/Treasurer-Val Martin 
 
 
JOINT POWERS BOARD REPRESENTATION:  
 MOTOR PATROL (1) ………………………………..Christensen 
 BATTLE LAKE AREA FIRE & RESCUE ASSOCIATION (1) …………Maslow  
 BATTLE LAKE AREA FIRE & RESCUE LIAISON…..Salvevold 

BATTLE LAKE PLANNING COMMISSION:  
MEMBERS (5) (CITIZENS) – Gary Dirckx (12/31/2020), Greg Maynard (12/31/2021), Bert Olson (12/31/2020), Dawn Swisher 
(12/31/2019), Chuck Reeve (12/31/2019) 
COUNCIL MEMBERS (2) –Kelm, Maslow   (ALTERNATE) COUNCIL MEMBER – Christensen  
CITY ZONING OFFICER - Val Martin (serves in an advisory capacity; non-voting members of Commission) 
CITY PUBLIC WORKS SUPERINTENDENT – Steve Seufert (serves in an advisory capacity; non-voting members of Commission) 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
MEMBERS (5) CITIZENS  - Sara Boyum (12/31/2020), Leigh Shebeck (12/31/2021), Jeff Drake (12/31/2023), Randy Dorn 
(12/31/2021), Steve Young (12/31/2022) 
COUNCIL MEMBERS (2) - Don Maslow (12/31/2019), Gene Kelm (12/31/2020) 
EDA DIRECTOR – Val Martin (serves in an advisory capacity; non-voting members of Commission) 

 

Salvevold made a motion to approve Resolution 2018-01-09B Appointing Official Depositories.  Maslow 
seconded.  Roll call vote with Maslow, Christensen, Kelm and Salvevold voting yes and no one voting against.  
MCU 
 

Christensen made a motion to set meeting day and time as the 2
nd

 and 4
th
 Tuesday of each month with the 

exception of the March meeting which will be held on Wednesday, March 13
th
 due to township elections on 

the 12
th
.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 

 
Christensen made a motion to approve the amendment to Ordinance 112 – Peddlers and Solicitors.  
Salvevold seconded.  MCU 
 
Changes to Ordinance 111 – Alcoholic Beverages were discussed.  The changes added a strong 
recommendation for liquor establishments to attended server training held by the Battle Lake Police 
Department.  There was some discussion on making this mandatory and to allow them to take the training 
other places.  Kortlever was not in attendance but wrote a memo with his thoughts on the amendment.  
Council tabled until Kortlever could be available to discuss. 
 
A report from the Street Committee was reviewed.  There have been a number of issues with people placing 
snow in the right-of-way.  The ordinance addresses this situation but it was recommended to include other 
City property as areas where snow cannot be placed/stored unless they get prior permission from the City.  
Christensen made a motion to approve changes to Ordinance 92 Nuisances.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
The Snow Removal Policy was presented with an amendment to reflect the changes to the ordinance.  
Maslow made a motion to approve.  Christensen seconded.  MCU 
 
An amendment to Ordinance 113 Tobacco Regulations was presented to mirror the age 21 changes that 
Otter Tail County made.  Christensen made a motion to approve.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the summary publications for Ordinance 92, 112 and 113 as 
presented.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Martin was officially appointed to Otter Tail County Community Development Agency.  It is a newly formed 
Economic Development Authority.  Attorney Cline felt this was a wise move and important to the interest of 
the City as the group is new and still developing.  It will be important for Martin report back from the meetings.   
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NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

 EDA/Council Joint Meeting – Hatchery Row – 5:30 p.m. 
 EDA Annual Meeting – Thursday, February 7, 2019 at 7:00 a.m. at Shoreline 
 West Central Initiative Get-Together at BL Boathouse – February 7

th
 from 4 to 6 p.m.  

 Next Council Meeting – February 12, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Adjourn 10:37 p.m. 
 
 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 
 


