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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – January 23, 2021  
 
NOTICE WAS HEREBY GIVEN that the City Council of the City of Battle Lake will hold a regularly 
scheduled meeting on December 14, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. at Battle Lake City Hall. In accordance with 
the requirements of Minn. Stat. Section 13D.021, the Mayor has determined that an in-person 
meeting was not practical or prudent because of a health pandemic or an emergency declared 
under Chapter 12 of the Minnesota Statutes.  Because of the Emergency Declaration it was 
determined that attendance at the regular meeting location by members of the public is not feasible.  
Therefor, members of the public were invited to attended electronically.     
 
Mayor Richard Bullard called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with Councilmembers 
Quammen, Christensen, DeMars and Maslow attending.  Also present at City Hall were 
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Superintendent, Chris Johnson; and Liquor Store 
Manager, Adam Freyholtz. Attending via electronic means was City Attorney, JJ Cline; and 
City Engineer, Jade Berube.  Also present via Zoom were Traci Ryan, Rob Thompson, and 
Ted Christianson. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
 
Maslow made a motion to approve the agenda. Quammen seconded.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the claims list as presented.  Maslow seconded.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2021-01-26A Gambling at Shoreline 
Restaurant – Deer Creek Lions.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes were 
Quammen, Maslow, Bullard, DeMars, and Christensen and no members voted no.  MCU 
 
Council discussed the Pandemic Policy and employees in need of quarantine.  The following 
considerations were reviewed: 

• The need for a more definitive policy for employees that need to quarantine when exposed. 

• Consideration of extending the Emergency and Family Medical Leave  

• Unemployment – employees can apply for unemployment during the pandemic after using 
all of their leave when the employee needs to quarantine.  It makes sense to provide work 
for them as home when possible for their job as the City is responsible to pay for the 
unemployment benefits. 

• Sick Leave Donor Bank – would likely not be available for employees under quarantine due 
to exposure. 

• Clarify use of sick leave for employees that need to quarantine.  Christensen made a motion 
to approve.  Quammen seconded.  MCU 

 
Johnson provided an update for snowplow equipment:  he is currently looking at what the best 
options are for the future.  Plowing is currently going ok, working with Christensen Construction.   
 
Johnson reported that streetlights the City has turned over to Otter Tail Power will be replaced with 
LED around February 1st. 
 
Staff each provided a PowerPoint Council orientation/training presentation specific to their 
departments.    Quaintance was not available for this meeting and will do his presentation at the next 
council meeting.   
 
Next meeting is Tuesday, February 9th and there will be a Council/EDA work session on Tuesday, 
February 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 
 

Adjourn 8:27 p.m. 
_________________________________________   Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 


