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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – January 10, 2023  
  

Mayor Richard Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
January 10, 2023, with Council members Julia DeMar, and Ryan Christensen attending. 
Marjorie Quammen and Don Maslow were absent.    Also present at City Hall were 
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Superintendent, Chris Johnson,  Police Chief, Todd 
Quaintance; City Attorney, JJ Cline and City Engineer, Jade Berube. 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. DeMars made a motion to approve the agenda.  
Christensen seconded.  MCU 
 

Visitors: 
Jeff Godwin, C & I Construction Manager for the Hatchery Row project was in attendance to present a 
request to close a portion of Henning Street during construction.  The proposed closure would be just 
west of The Market and extend to Lincoln Avenue.  They would use the area for loading and unloading 
and piling some materials.  Council does not want them to use Lincoln Avenue for loading and 
unloading.  The closure should accommodate their needs.  There needs to also be approval from the 
County.  Berube will contact them.  Christensen made a motion to approve the closure.  DeMars 
seconded. MCU 
 
DeMars made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-01-10A Resolution Decertifying Lots in Hidden 
Meadows.  Bullard seconded the motion.  With a roll call vote, those voting in favor were Bullard, 
DeMars and Christensen with no members voting no.  MCU   This was the decertification of seven lots 
where they paid full price for their lot or another unique situation applied. 
 
Bullard made a motion to approve the TIF Development Agreement for NeverBetter as presented.  
DeMars seconded.  MCU   
 
Jade Berube, City Engineer 

Well No. 5: 
o Various punchlist items have continued to be addressed at Well No. 5.  Final electrical 

inspection related items have been the primary topic over the course of the last month, with 
some additional grounding required on the project.      
 

o The change order discussed in previous meetings has not yet been finalized.  Budgeting of 
the item to be discussed is nearly complete, with the contractor providing pricing for three of 
the five requested items.  When the remaining items are priced out, discussion related to 
the project budget will determine which items to complete to utilize the grant funding from 
the State.   
 

o There was no pay request submitted by the contractor this month.   
 

Olaf Avenue/Memory Lane: 
o Work has been suspended for the season, with punchlist items remaining.  Work will pick 

up following the winter season with minor grading, sidewalk repair, and turf touch-up left to 
complete. 

 
Various Items: 

o The planning grant for Stormwater, Wastewater, and Community Resilience application is 
nearly complete to further analyze drainage options for South Battle Lake.  The grant would 
focus on the modifications of land use and impervious area from County 83 to Trunk 
Highway 210 and west of Trunk Highway 78.  The grant application cannot include 
construction-related items, however, would include the excavation of test holes, or 
geotechnical drilling at various locations to determine groundwater and available 
alternatives for drainage management.  The grant application does require the commitment 
to a 10% local match, which for the purpose of estimating, we are considering to be roughly 
$3,000 in the application.   
If awarded, the grant would be used to analyze the following: 
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o Review of South Battle Lake Land Use and Drainage Areas 
o Determination of Runoff (Modeling) 
o Groundwater Review 
o Stormwater Alternatives 
o Technical Memorandum outlining potential alternatives: 

o Holding 
o Infiltration 
o Pumping 
o Outfalls 

o The report is intended to provide information for the City to pursue 
additional funding options through the MPCA, Department of Health and 
Department of Transportation.  The deadline is Thursday (January 12) at 
4:00 p.m. for the application. 

 
Christensen made a motion to approve following through with the stormwater grant application and to 
approve the match needed for the grant.  DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 

Christensen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda. Bullard seconded. MCU 
• Treasurer’s Report  

• Claims List   

• Minutes  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Approve Martin to Continue Serving on the Otter Tail County CDA 

• Quarterly Reports   
 

 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz 

 

 
 

Police Department – Todd Quaintance 
 
Animal Call 1 

  
Assistance-Public 3 

  
Assistance 4 

  
Civil Dispute 2 

  
Death Investigation 1 

  
Drunk 1 

  
EMS-Medical 1 

  
Parking Comp/Privileges 6 

  

Month – December 

Sales 139,640 + 2,914 + 2.1% 

Transactions 3,757 + 54 + 1.4% 

Average Sale $37.17 + 0.25  

Gross Profit 31.05%   

Year 

Sales 2,228,966 + 31,294 + 1.4% 

Transactions 61,836 - 170 - 0.1% 
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Prints Finger 2 
  

Records Check 1 
  

Resid/Busin/Area Checks 9 
  

School Assistance 18 
  

Theft/Fraud Rep 8 
  

Traffic Stop Citation 1 
  

Unlock 2 
  

Vehicle Off Rd/non Rep Cr 4 
  

Warning-Traffic 2 
  

Warrant 12 
  

Welfare Check 1 
  

   
4 

  

   

   

  

   
Total 83 

  

        

*** 2016 Squad getting transmission and transfer case replaced  
        

     

*** Requesting approval of first of several radios over next few years. 

 Current radios beyond service life. Replacement cost $5,413.49 

 
Christensen made a motion to approve the purchase of a new radio as presented.  DeMars seconded.  
MCU  Some squad repairs need to be made and will be approximately $4,000.   
 
Public Works Report – Chris Johnson 

 

• New cutting edges have been ordered, and should arrive any day. 

• New salt/sander has been ordered and should be available in the next week or two. 

• Year-end reporting for all state and federal agencies has begun. 

• Working on snow plowing, NG training, and general maintenance. 

• Will be meeting with volunteers on the hockey rink next week to find a good location and finalize 
details. 

• Art of the Lakes met and discussed the city’s Chief statue painting and decided it was out of 
their collective scope to repaint him.  If the Mayor/Council is interested they may be able to find 
some contacts that could do the job. 

• Received quotes for lift station pump replacement and/or refurbishment.  Will be putting 
together a yearly plan to update all lift stations. 

 
Council requested the actual cost for snow removal now versus when we were using Motor Patrol.     

 
Administration Report – Val Martin 
 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) – January 2023 

• Meeting dates have changed to the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
Other Activities to note: 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Contaminated soil removal – continue working with DEED for reimbursement and 

Northland Environmental for testing. 
o Social media class – attended this – we had 30 attendees and it was excellent training. 
o Hidden Meadows – paperwork for income qualifications – sounds like 3 bedroom is 

sold. 
o Staff sent out Christmas cards for area businesses and organizations. 
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o Work on EDA annual meeting.   

• Planning and Zoning:  
o Prepared and completed items needed for short-term rentals.  Reviewed returned 

applications and sent out emails and/or made phone calls for additional items needed.   

• Work with ABC Brewing and liquor control for changes to their liquor licenses. 

• Budget work – all budgets including coding sheets for staff, etc. 

• Prepare items for new admin. assistant position – posted on the website, in the paper, and on 
the MN Works job site.  

• Fee ordinance changes – sent to review for publishing. 

• Changes to Personnel Policy per council approval. 

• Wetland report completed. 

• Work with LMCIT on and finalize several items from the spring storm.   

• Year-end CD purchases and cashing in.   

• Completed liquor licenses for year-end and gave them to Todd to deliver.   

• Admin staff reviews. 

• Year-end journal entries for fund transfers.   
 

 
BLAFRA – no report 
 
Lakes Area Community Center (LACC) – The next meeting is on January 17th.   They hope to make a 
decision on Hatchery Row at that meeting.   
 
Art Advisory Committee – No meeting was held 
 
EDA – Minutes and Financials.   
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rates:  October:  $1.07; November-$1.63; December-$1.09; January-$1.09; February-
$1.15; March-$1.19; April-$1.10; May-$1.52; June - $1.60 July Rate - $1.66; August Rate - $1.51; 
September Rate - $1.66; October Rate - $1.64; November Rate - $1.45; December Rate - $1.65; 
January 2023 Rate - $1.61 
 
There had been a past discussion on setting a maximum amount allowed to donate to a 
nonprofit/entity.  This was again tabled. 
 
Changes to the Special Event Policy and Form were tabled. There were some noise issues with one 
of the past events held on private property.  Can the council approve a permit that goes against its 
own regulations?  i.e. noise  Chief Quaintance will do some more research and bring back some 
recommendations. 
 
A list of Short-Term Vacation Rentals was distributed.  There are only five registered properties.  
Martin will check with the County to see whom they have listed.     
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Christensen made a motion to approve the 2023 Committees and Appointments set by the Mayor.  
DeMars seconded.  MCU 
 
Christensen made a motion to approve Resolution 2023-01-10B Appointing Official Depositories.  
DeMars seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting in favor were Bullard, DeMars, and Christensen 
with no members voting no.  MCU 
 
DeMars made a motion to set the official meeting dates at the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of the month at 7:00 
p.m. with the exception of March 14th.  This meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 15th at 7:00 p.m.  
The change is due to the Clitherall Township election on March 14th.   Christensen seconded.  MCU 
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Upcoming Meetings & Correspondence 
❑ Bike Friendly Community Report Card and Community Survey  
❑ A Verbal Thank You from Tessa Washek for the Great Job Plowing Sidewalks and Streets 

– it has allowed her to get around in her wheelchair very easily.   
❑ Council Meeting – February 14, 2023 – 7 pm 
❑ EDA Annual Meeting –, February 2, 2023, at Noon at the School’s Media Center– Please 

RSVP if you would like to come. 
❑ Council Strategic Planning – February 28, 2023 – 7 pm 

Adjourn at 9:05 p.m.     
 
 
 
 __________________________________ Valerie J. Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


