
City of Battle Lake 

City Council Minutes 
 

The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session Tuesday, June 11, 2013 at 7 pm at City Hall. Present were 

Mayor Chuck Reeve and Council members Bob Wasson, Marjorie Quammen, Janet Ruhland and Ryan Christensen. 

Also present was city attorney JJ Cline.  

The meeting was called to order and the agenda approved as amended. M-Ruhland, S-Christensen, M/C. 

 

Tom McSparron from West Central Initiative presented an update on the programs and activities of that organization 

and also requested continuation of the City’s support of $500 in the 2014 budget year.  The Council approved his 

request.  M-Quammen, S-Ruhland, M/C.  

 

Jeremy Anderson with Design Tree Engineering gave updates on the following projects:  Glendalough and 

Halverson Park Trails – bid documents were finalized, advertising will begin immediately with a planned bid 

opening July 16, construction to begin in August and an October 4 completion date.  A Trail Committee meeting will 

be scheduled soon to review construction plans and provide input on signage, landscaping, etc.  Highway 78 project 

– an updated cost schedule recently received from MNDOT was reviewed and discussed; although most bid prices 

were favorable, the line item for colored concrete in the amenity zone came in at almost twice the amount estimated.  

Jeremy and City staff will work with MNDOT to determine how to resolve this issue. Marks Sand & Gravel was the 

low bidder for the project; more information on sub-contractors will be available later.  Natural Gas - a Committee 

meeting was tentatively scheduled for 6/18 to review and discuss the latest cost estimate figures recently received. 

 

Reba Gilliand, on behalf of Network Battle Lake, gave a presentation on preliminary plans to celebrate the City’s 

125
th
 anniversary in 2016.  After meeting with large groups since last fall, holding brainstorming sessions, carrying 

out some research and refining 318 ideas into seasonal themes, a seven member Steering Committee was formed.  

The group hopes to involve the entire community in plans to celebrate this event over all four seasons and has begun 

meeting with various organizations to encourage participation.  An October 2013 planning meeting has been 

scheduled to coordinate information and continue planning.  Gilliand asked the City Council to begin thinking about 

possible ways they would like to participate in the 2016 event.    

 

The 05/14 minutes were approved. M-Wasson, S-Ruhland, M/C.  

Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved. M-Christensen, S-Reeve, M/C.   

The Extra Hour Report was reviewed and discussed briefly.  

Liquor Store report was reviewed and manager Cody Munsell reported the cool, rainy weather had a negative effect 

on May sales. 

Police Chief Kent Kortlever reported on May activities, including a missing child incident for which he commended 

first responders; he also reported that activity levels began increasing in May.    

Rescue Squad Captain Joyelle Hill was not able to attend the meeting however the report she submitted indicated 13 

runs for the month of May.  As requested, the Council approved new Squad member Greg Erickson.  M-Ruhland,  S-

Quammen, M/C.  

Fire Chief John Salvevold reported 2 service calls in the last month; other activities and trainings include working on 

specs for a new tanker, receiving updates on the County Emergency Plan and information on the Mir3 

Communication System.   

Public Works Director Steve Seufert reported his department is trying to catch up with mowing, docks and work on 

the public access; he also reported on a recommendation from League of MN Cities Insurance Trust risk 

management staff, to move meters on the main sewer lift to at least ground level for safety reasons.  Seufert will get 

price quotes on making that improvement.   

The Project List was reviewed and the following noted:  An Otto Bremer grant has been received in the amount of 

$25,000 for marketing and infrastructure development related to the Glendalough bike/pedestrian trail and other 

recent improvements.  A sub-committee of the Trail Advisory Committee will be established to carry out this 

purpose which needs to be completed by May-2014.  A bike audit of the City was held 6/6 by representatives of the 

Bicycle Alliance, Kayla Rossiter with Safe Routes to School and Patrick Hollister from PartnerSHIP 4 Health, along 

with some city staff and community members; additional information on this proposal will be presented at a later 

time.     

 



Committee Reports: BL Motor Patrol- 5/13 minutes and financial reported were reviewed; Quammen reported on 

the 6/10 meeting/Annual Meeting; she noted that effective immediately, road grading rates will increase in order to 

prepare for equipment replacement needs.  BL Area Fire & Rescue-minutes and financial reports were reviewed 

from the 5/16 meeting; Reeve reported that Fire Hall site discussion continues and the next meeting will be 6/24.  

LADA- 5/24 minutes and 5/28 agenda were reviewed as well as a 5/31 expenditure report; President Keith Baldwin 

reported on a meeting held earlier in the day at which the organization agreed to fund attendance at a workshop in St 

Cloud for four Network Battle Lake members.  He also informed the Council of a change in the meeting schedule – 

LADA will now meet monthly at 6pm at City Hall on the dates of regular City Council meetings.  Upon request the 

Council approved the following donations for fireworks:  $500 from the General Fund and $500 from the Liquor 

Store.  M-Wasson, S-Ruhland. 

 

At 8:00 pm the City Council meeting was recessed and a Board of Zoning Adjustment meeting convened.   

A public hearing was opened on a request by Gwen Bruns for a variance from side lot setbacks to construct a 

screened porch on an existing concrete pad on the north side of her business (Gwendolyn’s) at 102 Summit Street 

West.  The application was reviewed and discussed along with a staff report from City Zoning Officer Bert Olson.  

Bruns stated she had not been able to contact the adjacent property owner regarding removal of a privacy fence 

however she has decided to increase the height of the patio enclosure wall to ensure privacy for neighbors.   

There being no public comment, the hearing was closed.  

A recommendation from the Planning Commission was reviewed along with the following findings of fact:  

1-variance does not conflict with purpose/intent of zoning ordinance; 2-request has no impact on government 

services; 3-request would not alter the character of the neighborhood; 4-request is a reasonable use of property; 5-the 

variance request arose due to unique circumstances involving a prior owner who also owned the adjacent property; 6-

request is not based primarily on economic considerations; 7-request is consistent with Comprehensive Plan.    

Based on the findings, the Board approved the Variance request as recommended.  M-Ruhland, S-Quammen,  M/C. 

 

At 8:05pm the Board of Zoning Adjustment meeting was adjourned and the City Council meeting was reconvened.    

 

A request by Cody Mills for a Conditional Use Permit to operate a retail business involving computer repair and 

sales of related supplies & equipment, gift items, coffee, donuts, flowers, etc. in a detached garage at his property at 

301 Olaf Avenue South was reviewed and discussed by the Council.  It was noted that following a public hearing the 

Planning Commission recommended denying the request based on the following findings:  1-the requested use would 

create a burden on existing streets by adding to traffic flow and on-street parking; 2-the requested use is not 

compatible with the surrounding areas due to the number of children in the neighborhood and the location of an 

adjacent ball diamond; 3-the proposed business site would not adversely affect adjacent properties due to appearance, 

noise or odor; 4-the intended use is not reasonably related to the existing land-use because it would be a commercial 

retail business in a somewhat densely populated residential area; 5-the intended use is not compatible with the 

Comprehensive Plan because the Plan encourages retail business growth in the downtown area.  The applicant stated 

he needed more room for his business than is readily available at the Community Center where it is currently housed 

and that locations downtown are too costly and not in good condition.  Council members Quammen and Ruhland 

commented that it is unfortunate there are no available means to assist young business owners.  It was noted that 

several economic development tools are available to cities however none have been adopted by the City or developed 

by LADA at this time.  Mills then stated that he felt he had been misinformed by the City Zoning Officer and should 

have his application fee refunded.  Craig Haukebo who was in the audience spoke in favor of approving the permit.  

Following debate, the Council denied the request as recommended by the Planning Commission however approved a 

refund of the $275 permit fee to the applicant.  M-Ruhland, S-Quammen, M/C with Wasson and Christensen 

opposed.  

 

Everts Township Board Chair Mike Nelson requested permission to trim and store brush and wood on city owned 

property known as the old dump site off north Hwy 78.  Following discussion the Council approved the request 

directing Nelson to work with Public Works Director Steve Seufert on the details.  M-Ruhalnd, S-Quammen, M/C.  

 

LACC-minutes from 5/13 meeting were reviewed; Ruhland reported on a 6/10 meeting noting the resignation of a 

Board Member and also that summer concerts are underway as well as Turtle Races.  

   



Claims were approved for payment in the amount of $224,128.71. M-Christensen, S-Ruhland,   M/C.  

 

Finance- A report was given on a meeting held earlier in the evening at which the following items were discussed: 

Local Government Aid to the City will increase in 2014 due to a formula change and an additional appropriation by 

the State; overview of funding, bonding and use of reserves for trail project costs not met by grant funds and 

Highway 78 project costs including water and sewer improvements; some necessary transfers of funds and proposed 

uses of 2013-14 Liquor Store profits will be presented in upcoming months; plans to address cash flow issues with 

the Glenhaven Debt Service account; need for Council discussion on Fire Hall issues; review of replacement fund 

balances and long-range financial planning relative to debt reduction and tax increment financing districts; a 

significant increase in Workers Comp rates for at least the next 3 years; staffing issues and a need for transition 

planning to be discussed further during the 2014 budget process and possible changes in health insurance plans due 

to new federal regulations.   

   

A Special Event Permit was approved for BL Community Education sponsored swimming lessons at the public 

beach.  M-Christensen, S-Ruhland, M/C.   

 

A document regarding liability coverage waiver from the League of MN Cities Insurance Trust was discussed and 

the Council approved proceeding in the same manner as in prior years.  M-Christensen, S-Ruhland, M/C 

 

Resolution #06-11-2013 appointing Patty Johnson of First Lakes Agency as the City’s insurance agent was passed.  

M- Wasson, S-Christensen, M/C on a unanimous roll-call vote. 

 

A Special Event Permit application from the Old Brick Inn for street dances 7/27 and 9/1 was reviewed and 

discussed.  It was noted that although the times indicated on the application were from noon to 2am, alcohol sales are 

only allowed until 1am.  It was also noted that a caterer’s license is required for street dances in that location not 

associated with a community festival.  Following further discussion, the Council approved the 7/27 street dance with 

alcohol sales until 1am only and upon receipt of the required insurance certificate.  M-Ruhland, S-Wasson, M/C.  It 

was noted the request for the Sept 1
st
 event can be considered at a later time with all necessary documentation.  

 

A request from Dean Nordstrom for $200 for flowers and wood chips for City flower beds was reviewed, discussed 

and approved.  M-Ruhland, S-Wasson, S/C.  Public Works Director Steve Seufert indicated that some wood chips 

and flower pot holders had previously been purchased at Nordstrom’s request.    

 

A Department of Employment and Economic Development (DEED) Workshop on the Redevelopment Grant 

Program in Wadena June 21 was noted.   

 

Mayor Reeve informed the Council that the Battle Lake Arts Advisory Committee will present their application for 

the LRAC Legacy Grant on 6/18 and should the grant be approved, contract documents will need to be returned by 

6/30.  The Council authorized acceptance of the grant if approved.  M-Ruhland, S-Quammen, M/C. 

 

The next City Council meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 9 at 7 pm.  

 

At the request of Pat Kostelecky the Council approved expenditures for a portable restroom at the airport for the 

summer at $125 per month.  M-Quammen, S-Ruhland, M/C. 

 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 pm. M-Christensen, S-Wasson, M/C.  

 

 

 

Wanda Berg-Vorgert 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


