
City of Battle Lake 

City Council Minutes 
 

The Battle Lake City Council met in regular session Tuesday, May 14, 2013 at 7 pm at City Hall. Present were 

Mayor Chuck Reeve and Council members Bob Wasson, Marjorie Quammen, Janet Ruhland and Ryan Christensen. 

Also present was city attorney JJ Cline.  

The meeting was called to order and the agenda approved as amended. M-Wasson, S-Christensen, M/C. 

 

Reba Gilliand on behalf of Network Battle Lake presented a draft application for a U of M Extension Service 

Sustainable Tourism Assessment for Small Communities that assists communities under 1500 in population to 

analyze their tourism potential and discover ways to develop opportunities.  The program requires 3-10 people 

including a team leader and representation at the statewide celebration in October 2014.  The local financial 

commitment to be sponsored by LADA, involves lodging and meals for a visiting team of tourism experts.  Team 

Leader Karalyn Harrington indicated some community members have expressed interest in being team members and 

plans are to recruit several more if Battle Lake is selected on May 31.  The City Council approved submission of the 

application.  M-Ruhland, S-Quammen, M/C.   

 

LADA President Keith Baldwin presented a financial report and informed the Council that Committees are being 

formed to pursue various issues such as housing, land-use management and marketing; the group is also looking for 

someone to take on the fireworks project.  He also reported LADA will contract with Jean Perryman at Lakes Area 

Community Center for secretarial/bookkeeping services.                         

 

Mayor Reeve commented briefly on a 4/29 Airport Committee meeting indicating that as requested the Committee 

recommends tabling this issue until a future time.   

 

The 04/09 minutes were approved. M-Ruhland, S-Wasson, M/C.  

Treasurer’s report was reviewed and approved. M-Ruhland, S-Christensen, M/C.   

The Extra Hour Report was reviewed.  

Liquor Store report was reviewed and manager Cody Munsell reported April sales were down due to the colder than 

normal weather.  A Selection Committee of Reeve, Wasson and Munsell recommended hiring Marlys Klimp as Part-

Time Liquor Store Clerk at $10.32 per hour subject to background check.  M-Wasson, S-Ruhland, M/C.  Munsell 

also presented a quote from Woessner Construction for some exterior repair and maintenance work on the store.  The 

Council approved that expenditure.  M-Ruhland, S-Wasson, M/C.  

Police Chief Kent Kortlever reported on April activities, including a 4/30 workshop on an active shooter in the 

workplace which he plans to present at an upcoming staff meeting.  He also hosted a lunch for 5
th
 grade winners of a 

seat belt poster contest on 4/16.  Kortlever presented a draft Chapter 132.03 Social Host Ordinance indicating the 

ordinance is already in effect in most of Otter Tail County.  Following a lengthy discussion, with city attorney JJ 

Cline explaining various points, the City Council approved Chapter 132.03 a Social Host Ordinance for inclusion 

into the Battle Lake City Codes.  M-Ruhland, S-Wasson, M/C with Christensen opposed.   

Rescue Squad Captain Joyelle Hill submitted a monthly report with 12 runs in April and a training update on new 

members. 

Public Works Director Steve Seufert requested and received approval to purchase a flail mower for $4452.77 to 

replace one that is more than 20 years old, used for mowing at the sewer ponds.  M-Ruhland, S-Wasson M/C.  He 

also reported the following: work is underway on parks and the public access; the second annual Clean-Up Day with 

Alliance Church will be 5/18; additional crack sealing needs to be done to keep pace with the sand sealing schedule 

and requested authorization to exceed the budgeted amount.  The Council approved the additional expenditure.  M-

Ruhland, S-Christensen, M/C. 

 

The Project List was reviewed and a Safe Routes to School update was given; although the SRTS infrastructure grant 

application scored 128 out of 150 possible points, it was denied due to limited funding and the large number of 

applicants; only 12 of 62 applications were funded.  Plans are to reapply at the next opportunity after the Safe Routes 

to School Plan has been completed so activities can be prioritized and matching funds identified.    

 

Fire Chief John Salvevold reported on fire calls, other activities and trainings.  He was reminded to deliver Fire 

Department personnel files to City Hall.  



Committee Reports: BL Motor Patrol- 4/8 minutes and financial reported reviewed; Quammen reported on 5/13 

meeting and informed the Council of the Annual Meeting on 6/10 at 7 pm at City Hall.  BL Area Fire & Rescue-no 

reports were available from the 4/18 meeting; Reeve reported on excavation work at the skating rink site which 

uncovered a great deal of garbage and debris; the next meeting will be 5/16.  LACC-minutes from 4/8 meeting were 

reviewed.  Natural Gas-report on 4/25 meeting with the cities of Henning and Perham was reviewed briefly; 

additional information will not be available until later this month.  Finance- meeting scheduled for 6/11 at 6pm.     

 

Claims were approved for payment in the amount of $217,859.75. M-Christensen, S-Ruhland, M/C.  

 

Resolution #05-14-2013 approving a County Project within Municipal Corporate Limits, relative to the upcoming 

trail projects, was passed.  M-Ruhland, S-Wasson, M/C on a unanimous roll-call vote.  

 

City attorney JJ Cline noted that a development agreement between the City and Good Samaritan has not yet been 

drafted but he will follow up with Jim Wolf to obtain further information. 

 

A Managed Services Agreement with Arvig for technology services was reviewed and approved.  M-Ruhland, S-

Quammen, M/C. 

 

Special Event Permits were approved for the following with documentation of required insurance coverage: Boppa’s 

Popcorn concession (Mary Triepke) during Turtle Races and Wenonga Days; BL Community Education (Heidi Hull) 

for a 5k Run July 27; Battle Lake Lions for the Wenonga Days Parade July 27; Battle Lake Lions for the Wenonga 

Days Craft/Vendor Fair July 27; Lakes Area Community Center for Turtle Races Thursdays and Saturdays from 

Memorial Day through Labor Day.  M-Christensen, S-Quammen, M/C.  Details to be coordinated with appropriate 

City Departments.   

 

A request from parade coordinators Jen Knudson and Gail Ralston for a donation of $500 for the Wenonga Days 

parade was approved.  M-Christensen, S-Ruhland, M/C. 

 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, June 11 at 7 pm.  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. M-Ruhland, S-Reeve, M/C.  

 

 

Wanda Berg-Vorgert 

Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 


