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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – July 8, 2025 
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 8, 2025, 
with Council members Marjorie Quammen, and Ryan Christensen present. Absent was Derek Tysdal.  
Council member Don Maslow attended virtually due to medical issues. Also, present at City Hall were 
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; Chief of Police, Eric Dison; City 
Engineer, Jade Berube; and Paul Jensen, Attorney sitting in for JJ Cline, City Attorney.  Members of the 
public were also in attendance.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Christensen made a motion to approve the agenda with addition.  
Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, 
and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Visitors 
Senator Jordan Rasmusson was present to provide a legislative update.  Senator Rasmusson 
stated that Battle Lake is one of 46 cities that he represents and is the most aggressive on utilizing state 
funding.  Staff and council thanked the senator for his ongoing assistance for the city.   
 
Griffen Peck, from West Central Initiative and Ben Holsen, Solar Installer from Holsen Solar were 
in attendance to present the contract for solar installation at the Liquor Store.  Funding information for the 
project will come from Greg Wagner, at West Central Initiative.  Quammen made a motion to move 
forward with the project and to work with West Central Initiative on funding.  Maslow seconded.  With a 
roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU The 
contractor will work with liquor store staff on timing of the installation. 
 
Fernando Burga was present to discuss the Housing Visioning Project through the Empowering 
MN Cities program.  

• Burga described the charrette process to bring the community together with an outcome to 
develop ideas, plans and policies for possible future projects and help set the City in a position 
for grant funding. 

• The charrette is one day but much preplanning happens before that day, and what is most 
important is who sits at the table for the planning.  You start with the primary stakeholders’ 
group, from there add the secondary members and third would be general stakeholders.   

The Council emphasized maintaining housing as the central focus of the project and discussed the 
importance of visioning to identify future housing needs. Discussion centered on ensuring broad 
representation, with participants to include members from the EDA, Planning Commission, and Council. 
The Council agreed not to restrict participation to city residents only, instead welcoming additional 
stakeholders to the table in order to understand future housing needs. Quammen and Bullard 
volunteered to serve on the primary stakeholders' group and will collaborate with Martin to finalize the 
membership and schedule the first meeting. Quammen motioned to approve moving forward with the 
project, with Maslow providing the second. With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Quammen, 
Maslow, and Bullard.  Christensen voted in opposition. The motion passed. 
 
Jade Berube, City Engineer 

• PFAS Settlement: 
o After reviewing the settlement information discussed at the June Council Meeting, the 

number provided for the first check was for the 3M settlement only.  Settlement amounts 
remain from TYCO, BASF, and Dupont.   

o Based on the review of the information provided, the figure is close to the initial amounts 
discussed by the Council. The calculation used flow rates from the two wells, along with 
a PFAS Score. 

• Lead Service Line Inventory: 
o A budget for inventory assistance has been submitted to the Minnesota Department of 

Health to identify the remaining 58 unknown services within the city.  When the contract 
is approved, letters will be sent to the identified properties, which will be followed up with 
door-to-door investigations to determine the status of the unknown services.     
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• Water Supply Planning: 
o LRE Water is in the process of reviewing the hydrogeologic model in comparison with 

the recent Department of Health model to determine if any modifications to underground 
water movement need to be made prior to the final report issuance.   

• Nature Trail: 
o The Bog Walk portion of the trail project has been approved for funding through the 

Legislative-Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources (LCCMR).  Due to the funding 
restrictions associated with the LCCMR grant, a portion of the Bog Walk may be 
separated from the Nature Trail Project and bid separately.  The proposed trail system is 
set to be bid this winter, with construction next year. 

• Street and Drainage Improvements: 
o A bid opening is scheduled for July 30th at 2:00 p.m. for the 2025 Street and Drainage 

Improvements.  The proposed project will address various street and drainage 
modifications throughout town, with most of the work occurring on Henning Street east 
of Lake Avenue and in the downtown alley west of Lake Avenue.  The County has 
agreed to pay for the curb on Henning Street.   

o The City Council will review the bids at their August 12th meeting, with construction 
scheduled for after Labor Day of this year.   The contract will require any portions of the 
project that are started this fall to be completed this fall, with the option to complete 
portions not removed from service this fall by May 22, 2026. 

 
Bullard a motion to approve creating a policy which would allow developers to hire the City Engineer with 
Berube working under the requirements of the City.  Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those 
voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Quammen made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, those 
voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  

• Treasurer’s Report   

• Claims List   
• Minutes (including May 13th) 

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Special Event Application – Gathering of the Pilots – August 30, 2025   

• Quarterly Financials 
 

 
Department Head Reports 
Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz  

 

 

Month – June 

Sales 272,586 - 29,738 - 9,84% 
Transactions 6,716 - 1,038 - 13.3% 

Average Sale $40.59 + 1.60  
Gross Profit 31.33%   

Year 

Sales 863,784 - 123,698 - 12.5% 

Transactions 23,975 - 4,059 - 14.4% 



July 8, 2025, Battle Lake City Council - Page 3 
 

 

Quammen made a motion to hire Jack Uselman as a part-time liquor store clerk at pay grade 2 step 8.  
Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  MCU  
 

Public Works Report – Trevor Meece 

• Buoys have been put out at the beach. 

• Monthly reports for MDH & MPCA. 

• Water samples 

• Sewer samples 

• Started transferring water at the ponds again. Sewer use is down a little bit this year. 

• Working on Zoning applications 

• Working with the school on street closures and water and sewer connections for their project. 

Located a couple of abandoned services and had them taken out completely. 

• Generator pads and bench pads have been poured. There are a few more bench pads to do. 

Generators will be set mid-July. 

• Another bench was donated In Memory of Robert E Skelton. 

• The exterior of the water tower has been cleaned. Still waiting on scheduling of interior cleaning 

and inspection.  

• Wellhead Protection Meeting.  

• Had a conversation with Brian Rivers, MDH PFAs, regarding the news about the EPA 

considering eliminating the MCL of PFHxS. This PFAs is the one that is significantly higher in 

Well #4. I also asked about why the Department of Health is no longer sampling either of wells 

for PFAs. He said that because Well #5 doesn’t exceed the current MCLs, they will no longer be 

testing that one. And because Well #4 has been switched to Emergency, that is why that one is 

not being tested. He says we are going in the right direction in looking for a new well field. 

• Park Committee Meeting.  

• Porta-potties have been placed at Railroad Park and Old Settlers’ Park at Sand Bay. 

• A garbage can has been placed at Old Settlers’ Park at Sand Bay, and one has been ordered for 

Railroad Park. 

• I talked with MNDOT about tree removal along Hwy 78 & Hwy 210. They would like council 

approval or disapproval of removing trees along those corridors. 

• Locating, mowing, spraying, cleaning bathrooms, watering flowers and trees. 

Park committee minutes were distributed.  It was agreed that three decent horseshoe pits are better than 

what is now there.  Meece intends to get cost estimates for a basketball hoop with concrete.   

Administration Report – Val Martin 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) – Meeting – June 4, 
2025 

• The Empowered Workers program is showing some success.  Several individuals have 
received help through the grant for critical needs such as transportation, work attire, and 
childcare. 

• There will be groundbreaking for the new childcare center in Ottertail on July 7th.   

• The business resource page on the website continues to be updated as new programs are 
developed.   

 
Other Activities to note: 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Business grant program – answered questions and started working on 

reimbursements. 
o Staff are keeping the kiosk full of information and brochures. 

• Continue to work on donations for fireworks. 

• Researched PFAs settlement. 

• Work on natural gas financials regarding base rate. 

• Park Board Meeting. 
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• Wellhead Protection Meeting 

• LCCMR work plan for boardwalk. 

• Work with business on possible grant through Otter Tail County. 

• Short term rental applications are complete.  

• Personnel Policy changes for council. 

• Recorded planning and zoning documents. 

• Staff meeting. 

• Continued work with the auditors. 

• Work with our consultant on PD background check for new employee. 
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Economic Development – minutes, financials 
 
BLAFRA – minutes were received.  The request for parking for emergency and authorized personnel will 
be allowed on the north side of Henning Street along the block by the Fire Hall.   
 
LACC – minutes 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate: June 2024 Rate: $.93; July 2024 Rate: $.90; August 2024 Rate: $.92; September 
Rate 2024 Rate: $.91; October 2024 Rate:  $.89; November 2024 Rate: $.94 December 2024 Rate: 
$1.11 January Rate: $1.10 February Rate:  $1.14; March Rate:  $1.14; April Rate: $1.11; May Rate:  
$1.01; June Rate: $.97 
 
Personnel Policy changes were tabled. 
 
Old Settler’s Park at Sand Bay/Adjoining Beecher Property – Attorney Paul Jensen spoke on the 
property along the lake that has been used for a swimming beach.  It was initially thought that the property 
was owned by the Beecher’s with an easement for the swimming beach, but we could not find a recorded 
easement document.   Staff and attorneys had met with Beechers, and they were willing to provide an 
easement with the city paying for the survey cost.   A deed was discovered that showed the City owned the 
property that has been in use.  The property descriptions of the City property and the Beecher property are 
not compatible, and Attorney Jensen suggested an exchange of deeds to clear this up.  Christensen made a 
motion to approve with Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
 
New Business 
Quammen made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-07-08A Accepting Dock Donation from John and 
Andrea Everts and a Bench in Memory of Robert E. Skelton.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, 
those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
 
Bullard made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-07-08B Wetland Delegation to Otter Tail County.  
Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  MCU  
 
Bullard made a motion to participate in the Accelerated Payment Program for the 3M PFAs Settlement.  
Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  MCU  
 
Christensen made a motion to approve the Airport Lease for Charlie Hermes for Lot 15.  Quammen 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  
MCU  
 
Bullard made a motion for the following changes to the Airport Committee – Add James Ball and Chris 
Brandon and replace Kathy Deal with Tim Deal.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting 
yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
 

NOTICES/ANNOUNCEMENTS/CORRESPONDENCE:  
Invitation from First Baptist Church 
Council Meeting – August 12th at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Meeting – August 26th at 7:00 p.m. – Budget Work Session for General Fund 

 
Bullard made a motion to move into closed session to discuss possible purchase of property located on 
County Road 83 with the property ID of 63000500001010. Those in attendance during the closed session 
include council members Quammen, Bullard, Maslow and Christensen, along with staff members Martin, 
Meece, Dison, City Engineer Jade Berube, and attorney Jensen. Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, 
those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
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Bullard made a motion to come out of closed session and reopen the council meeting.  Quammen seconded.   
With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
 
Christensen made a motion to have Mayor Bullard negotiate with the property owner.  Quammen seconded.  
With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
  
 
   

 
Adjourn 9:45 p.m.                                                                                        Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


