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City of Battle Lake Council Meeting – June 10, 2025 
  

Mayor Rich Bullard called the regular council meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. on Tuesday, June 10, 2025, 
with Council members Marjorie Quammen, Derek Tysdal, and Ryan Christensen present. Council 
member Don Maslow attended virtually due to medical issues. Also, present at City Hall were 
Clerk/Treasurer, Val Martin; Public Works Director, Trevor Meece; City Engineer, Jade Berube; and JJ 
Cline, City Attorney.  Several members of the public were also in attendance.   
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. Quammen made a motion to approve the agenda.  Maslow 
seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  MCU 
 
Visitors 
Airport Hangar Owners were present.  They made a request to remove the “restricted” classification.  
They also made a request to purchase a fuel tank from the Wahpeton airport.  The only expense to the 
City will be the cost of the tank.  The cost to transport and setting up will be done by the hangar owners 
and they will also take care of filling from the tank.  Christensen made a motion to approve the purchase 
of the tank and to refer the classification to the airport committee.  Quammen seconded.   With a roll call 
vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Jade Berube, City Engineer 
 

• Pumping Station Generators: 

• Invoices have been received from Minnesota Pump Works for the natural gas generators at 
various pumping stations around the City.  Funding for the pumping stations is to be supplied 
through the remaining funds from the North Shore/Lake Shore Drive project and City funds. 
 

• The Public Facilities Authority requires all funding requests to be submitted by June 15th so 
closeout can occur by the end of the fiscal year.  The funds allow the City to access remaining 
grant funds from the program.  Authorization is requested from the Council to submit the 
applications by the June 15th deadline. 
 

Program Loan Amount Grant Amount Total 

Clean Water Fund $75,701.21 $21,497.84 $97,199.05 

Drinking Water Fund $16,408.75 $31,391.25 $47,800.00 

 

• Lead Service Line Replacement: 

• In early May, applications to the Project Priority List were completed for the 22 known lead or 
galvanized services connected to the City’s water system.  Last week, additional applications 
were completed for the Intended Use Plan, the last step for funding before the Public Facilities 
Authority publishes the funding list this fall.   
 

• Additional inventory work will begin later this month for the remaining 58 services with an 
unknown classification.  This inventory will be funded by the Department of Health and is 
anticipated to be completed within four months, per the funding requirements of the state.  

 

• Water Supply Planning: 

• Last month, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) updated their guidelines for PFAS in 
Community Water Supplies.  The updates included extending the deadline for compliance for 
communities impacted by the contamination to 2031, with a proposed rule to be finalized by the 
spring of 2026.    
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• In addition to the extension of the compliance deadline, the EPA has announced its intent to 
reconsider the regulatory determinations for PFHxS among other PFAS subcomponents to 
ensure the regulations follow the legal process required by the Safe Water Drinking Act.The 
Minnesota Department of Health has not updated their requirements for the Health Risk Advisory 
limits for any of the PFAS components listed by the EPA and currently is awaiting the updated 
rules from the EPA prior to updating their current requirements. 
 

• A week and a half ago, a meeting was held with the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to 
review the latest results of water sampling around the City.  Additional information will be 
forthcoming with the last testing further narrowing in on the location of the potential 
contamination source. 
 

• LRE Water has submitted preliminary mapping of the aquifers around the City.  The mapping 
shows larger aquifers located to the south of Highway 210 with a greater confining layer to 
restrict potential contamination of the water supply than that on the north side of the City.  
Further investigation and mapping will be completed over the course of the next few weeks prior 
to testing of existing wells. 

 

• Nature Trail: 

• Last week, a kickoff meeting was held with the Minnesota Department of Transportation for the 
Active Transportation Program grant.  This summer, legal and topographic survey will begin for 
the project to verify the proposed route.  Discussions during the meeting revolved around 
primarily the routing and crossings associated with the improvements, which will be finalized 
following the verification of property limits during the survey. Construction is anticipated to occur 
in 2026.    

 

• Improvements associated with the Bog Walk that are not funded through the Active 
Transportation Grant were funded during the special session this morning.  We are awaiting 
information on the next steps for the proposed Bog Walk portion of the project.   

 

Bullard made a motion to approve the pay applications for Lake Shore/North Shore Drive as 
presented.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, 
Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 

Council discussed the requirements of the Special Event Permits regarding the notification of property 

owners.  Is there a need to request a notification to events such as the Prospect House, Little Bar street 

dance or the Shoreline dance in July.  Council agreed that there is no need for notification to property owners 

as the events happen once a year and most have been going on for several years.    

Maslow made a motion to approve the Consent Agenda.  Christensen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those 
voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  

• Claims List   

• Treasurer’s Report  

• Extra Hours Report   

• Work Log Compilation  

• Approval of the following Special Event Permit Contingent on all Requirements of the Policy: 
o Special Event Permit – 542 Foundation 5K/10k on July 26th   
o Special Event Permit – Shoreline – July 5th – Dance in Parking Lot  
o Special Event Permit – Little Bar Grill – July 26th – Street Dance   
o Special Event Permit – Prospect House – July 26th–Wenonga Days Activities Including 

Cannon Firing with a maximum of ¼ charge 
o Special Event Permit – Prospect House – September 13th – Woodstack  
o Special Event Permit – Wenonga Days Activities 
o Special Event Permit – Catholic Church – Eucharistic Procession on June 22, 2025  
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Some clarification was needed on the minutes from the May 13th council meeting.  Mayor Bullard requested 
the minutes be pulled from the consent agenda.  Christensen made a motion to direct the clerk to make 
changes as discussed by the council and bring them back for review, on the consent agenda, for the July 8 th 
council meeting.  Quammen seconded.   With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU  
 
Department Head Reports 
Liquor Store Report – Adam Freyholtz  

 

. 
Public Works Report – Trevor Meece 

• Working with MPCA and Braun-Intertec on the PFAS study. 

• Monthly reports for MDH & MPCA. 

• Water samples 

• Sewer samples 

• Irrigated out Pond #3. Levels look good for the summer. 

• Working on Zoning applications 

• The school gas line has been relocated. Working with them on street closures and water and sewer 
connections for their project. 

• Generators have been delivered. Working on getting pads poured and installing the generators and 
control panels. 

• The DNR has put more pads in the water at the access. It is still very difficult to launch boats due to 
the low water levels. 

• Another bench was donated In Memory of Johanna Love. 

• There was a small leak in the water tower. The wire for the old tower mixer was leaking. It has been 
plugged and is no longer leaking. 

• Employee Relations Committee meeting to discuss Personnel Policy changes. 

• Planted trees around town including some landscaping at City Hall. 

• Locating, mowing, spraying, cleaning bathrooms, watering flowers. 
Administration Report – Val Martin 
Report from Otter Tail County Community Development Agency (CDA) – Meeting – June 4, 2025 

• The housing summit held at Thumper Pond drew about 100 people.   

• CDA has applied for a grant through DEED to help businesses with education and technical 
assistance for the new MN leave program. 

• CDA may work with Fergus Falls Habitat for Humanity on a housing project in Pelican Rapids.   

• Website and social media numbers continue to rise for Otter Tail Lakes Tourism.  The have 11 
million impressions to date and their goal for the year is 22 million.   

Other Activities to note: 

• Economic Development Authority.  
o Business grant program – sent letters to success business owners. 
o Cards for Battle Lake graduates with keychain. 

Month – May 

Sales 226,142 - 26,314 - 10.42% 

Transactions 5,887 - 830 - 12.3% 

Average Sale $38.41 + 0.83  

Gross Profit 30.68%   

Year 
Sales 591,197 - 93,960 - 13.7% 

Transactions 17,259 - 3,021 - 14.8% 
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o Staff are keeping the kiosk full of information and brochures. 
o Attended CDA Housing Summit. 

• TriCity Meeting 

• Wellhead Protection Meeting 

• Plan clean-up day – helped with the process 

• Curb-side pickup was held – worked with Denzel’s on the process 

• Met with MN University staff regarding housing visioning project. 

• Short term rental applications reviewed and sent reminders. 

• Personnel Policy prepped for staff meeting. 

• Staff meeting. 

• Krenz project – worked with owner on ideas. 

• Auditors were here. 

• DEED audit with consultant. 

• Review comprehensive plan and strategic planning documents. 

• Fireworks donation request letter. 

• Helped pickle ball club with a couple of grant applications. 

• PD scoring and interviews. 
 
Police Report – Eric Dison 
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Maslow made a motion to approve hiring Jesse Tysdal at Step 1 ($28.71/hour) for a full-time police 
officer position contingent on successfully completing the law enforcement program and being 
licensed as a police officer in Minnesota, along with a successful background check, psych 
evaluation, and pre-employment physical.  Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes 
include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Economic Development – No meeting to report. 
 
BLAFRA – minutes were received.  A request was made for “no parking” in some locations near the 
firehall in order for responders to have a place to park close to the building.  Bullard made a motion to 
have the street committee work on the request.        
 
LACC – Sharon Casey was in attendance and gave an update.  Christensen made a motion to 
approve the 2025 LACC contract. Tysdal seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include 
Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
Natural Gas Rate: May 2024 Rate: $.96; June 2024 Rate: $.93; July 2024 Rate: $.90; August 2024 
Rate: $.92; September Rate 2024 Rate: $.91; October 2024 Rate:  $.89; November 2024 Rate: $.94 
December 2024 Rate: $1.11 January Rate: $1.10 February Rate:  $1.14; March Rate:  $1.14; April Rate: 
$1.11; May Rate:  $1.01; June Rate: $.97 
 
Housing Update:  Krenz continues to work on a plat for the balance of his property.  The City will not 
have an infrastructure project to apply for the MN Infrastructure grant this year.   
 
PFAs Settlement – A check was received for the 3M settlement.  There was a question on the total 
amount the council would be awarded.   More research is needed. 
 
Curbside pickup – There was confusion on the invoice and the amount was $2,355, not $4,300.  2026 
date is April 30th. 
 
Empowering MN Cities Project – Fernando Burga will attend the July council meeting. 
 
Personnel Policy Changes were reviewed.  There needs to be another revision which will be sent to 
Department Heads and Employee Relations committee then brought back to the council in July. 
 
2025 Cost of Living Allowance – The Employee Relations committee made a recommendation to give 
the staff a 2.5% cost of living allowance (COLA).  This item was tabled from the January council meeting 
when the council approved a new step/grade plan without COLA.  Maslow made a motion to approve a 
2.5% cost of living allowance retroactive to January 1.  Bullard seconded.  With a roll call vote, those 
voting yes included Maslow and Bullard with Christensen, Tysdal and Quammen voting no.  Motion did 
not pass.   
 
Strategic Planning – Tabled until this fall with a request to get an update on the action items from the 
planning session earlier this year within the Comprehensive Plan.   
 
New Business 
Quammen made a motion to approve the mayor’s recommendation of Jamie Cline to the Planning 
Commission.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, 
Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU A member of the public stated her concern on how this process was 
handled.   
 
An email was shared with the council with her opinion on the municipal liquor store not selling THC 
products was hurting sales.   There was a conversation on protocol when a complaint/opinion comes in 
and how to handle them.     
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There is a delinquent utility bill left from the Rusty Nail.  The previous owners have agreed to pay it but 
requested the council remove the late fees.  Christensen made a motion to approve. Bullard seconded.  
With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  
MCU 
 
 
Tysdal made a motion to approve Resolution 2025-06-10A Accepting Bench Donation with an 
amendment of the title.  Quammen seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, 
Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
For council information:  the Creative Arts Center will no longer be in their current building at the end of 
summer as they cannot afford the expenses. 
 
Quammen made a motion to move into closed session to discuss a possible property purchase for 
property located on West Holdt/Cty Rd 83 with a property ID of 25000330213000.   Those in attendance 
during the closed session include all council members, Martin, Meece, Dison, Berube, and Attorney 
Cline.  Maslow seconded.  With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, 
Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
Tysdal made a motion to come out of closed session and reopen the council meeting.  Christensen 
seconded.   With a roll call vote, those voting yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and 
Bullard.  MCU 
   
Christensen made a motion to offer $150,000 for the portion of property with ID 250000330213000 
presented by the owners, contingent on the City having first right of refusal for the property located to the 
north and to annex the property into the City.  Quammen seconded.    With a roll call vote, those voting 
yes include Christensen, Quammen, Tysdal, Maslow, and Bullard.  MCU 
 
 
Next meeting – July 8, 2025, at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 
 
   

 
Adjourn 10:43 p.m.                                                                                        Val Martin, Clerk/Treasurer 


